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Sheriff’s office cleans out homeless camp along river

By JADE McDOWELL
Staff Writer

Residents of an unofficial home-
less camp on Old River Road were
trespassed Friday morning from
the property by the Umatilla Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office.

As county workers clad in neon
orange vests pulled old cushions and
broken buckets out of the bushes and
threw them into an overflowing dump-
ster, some of the camp’s residents
stood on the side of the road with their
belongings pushed into a pile.

“We don’t know where to go,”
Tammy Page said.

She and her boyfriend Phillip
Martinez called that spot by the
Umatilla River home for about five
months, she estimated, after being
evicted from their previous camp-
ing spot along the river behind
Umatilla High School.

About two weeks ago, she said,
some people who said they worked

for the state came and told them
they needed to move to higher
ground because the river was going
to flood. That put them closer to the
road, and their increased visibility
generated complaints.

Page said people from the com-
munity had stopped by in recent
weeks with food and blankets. But
many people want the homeless
“out of sight and out of mind.”

“They don’t know how to face
it,” she said.

Page said sheriff’s deputies came
Wednesday to tell everyone they
had to leave the area by Friday at 11
a.m.

She said no matter how the
camp’s residents ended up home-
less, it was still humiliating to have
to walk out Friday morning with
everything she owned on display.
She also said it was embarrassing
to hear people refer to her as one of
the “river people” and shoo her out

of local businesses.

She acknowledged that the com-
mercial-sized dumpster brought in
by the county was already over-
flowing with garbage by 11:30, but
said some of the items that had been
cleaned out, such as rusty applianc-
es, were clearly dumped there by
other people — people with homes.

A statement from the Umatilla
County Sheriff’s office, released
Friday afternoon, said people ille-
gally camped by the river had been
encouraged numerous times to
leave the property voluntarily and
had been given ample warning of
Friday’s cleanup.

The county has been receiving
complaints about unsanitary con-
ditions created by the camp, and
several citizens said they no longer
feel safe recreating on the river.

“Clearly, the public wants the
encampment removed,” the state-
ment said.

The statement went on to note
that studies have shown a “strong
relationship between homelessness
and criminality” that manifested in
higher crime rates in the surround-
ing areas.

“Case in point: All of the per-
sons our deputies contacted yes-
terday at the Umatilla encampment
had criminal histories, some ex-
tensive ... additionally, the envi-
ronment can be polluted and nega-
tively impacted by litter, infectious
waste and other hazardous materi-
als, human waste and the potential
for fires.”

The statement said the number
of people at the camp was growing,
and two other camps have been re-
ported in the county.

For those reasons, Umatilla
County decided to trespass people
from the riverbank and bring in a
work crew to clean out what was
left behind.

Kimberlee Castellanos was
gathering up her belongings Fri-
day morning but said she did not
know where she was going to take
them or even how she was going to
transport them. She said the way
the group was being thrown out
was “inhumane.”

“This is crazy,” she said, ges-
turing around to the four sheriff’s
deputies and other officials super-
vising the cleanup process. “This is
like a police raid for a drug dealer
or a murderer.”

She described herself as “new-
ly homeless” and said while there
were groups that delivered food
and other donations, it was shock-
ing how rude others in the commu-
nity had treated them.

“People act like we’re aliens, or
a disease,” she said.

After banning camping in city
limits, pushing the homeless camps
outside of town, the Umatilla City

Council on Tuesday discussed the
idea of working with the county
to establish a designated transient
camping spot with dumpsters, toi-
lets and fire pits to help forestall
some of the sanitation issues.
Mayor David Trott said he
wanted to sit down with county
and state agencies to come up with
a plan, since the tactic of cleaning | &=
out camps had only served to shuf-

fle the problem around.

“We can’t just draw a line in the
sand again and kick them down the

road,” he said.

Page said if the county and city
did come up with a designated camp-
ing area for homeless residents that
included toilets, she and Martinez b
would be more than happy to stay 'f
there. They just need a place to sleep ;
every night, she said, where they
wouldn’t be considered a nuisance.

“I’m sorry I’m in this position,”

she said.
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Tammy Page and Phillip Martinez stand with their belongings on the side of Old River Road after the

Umatilla County Sheriff’s Office evicted them from a section of riverbank where they had been living.
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County Corrections workers throw items in a dumpster
along Old River Road while a group of homeless people
who had been camping there load their belongings into a
pickup truck belonging to a relative of one of the campers.
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A newly erected sign along Old River Road prohibits
camping in an area that has served as a homeless camp
for several months.
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2015 Marching Band - 1st Place AA Division of the Holiday Bowl Parade
Outstanding Music/Marching/General Effect/Percussion/Drum Major

Great Job!
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2016 CRC Champions - Girls Basketball
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2016 Wrestling - District Champions and 5A State Champions
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Proud of our
DAWGS!

“We love healthy smiles!”
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You made us proud!
Congratulations!

Hawkins

“Congratulations!
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1055 S. Hwy 395, Suite 333
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Way to go, Dawgs!
Jeremy
Lars.on
DMD
AN LLC

230 SE 2nd St.
Hermiston, OR 97838
541-567-8229
www.jeremyjlarsondmd.com

Bubldogs!
BERT'S AUTO
SALVAGE

Towing (541) 561-5120
(541) 567-5159
Out of Area: 1-800-854-1455
30775 E. Baggett Lane
Hwy 395 North ¢ Hermiston

LENNOXY)
Congratulations
Bulldogs!

OME TOWN

\HIRH \t l GROUP

K1m Arbogast
NMLS #230847
Melisa Webb

NMLS #311680

541-564-5900
NMLS 505 E. Main St., Ste A,
#471758-1850 Hermiston, OR
www.hermistonhomeloans.com @

Hermiston

541—567—.1 131 « ajs@eotnet.net

www.eotnet.net

(541) 564-0888

541-567-6582 * 1-800-698-6582

615 N. 1st St. « Hermiston

Hermiston

WWW.GIFFORDMEDICAL.COM

125 N. 1st St., Hermiston

Congrats Bulldogs!
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Pump Company
30268 Feedville Rd. * (541) 567-2640
| OPEN 7:00am-4:00pm | =

WAY T0 GO
DAWGS!

Over 30 Years of
Experience Keeping Your
Car Looking Its Best!

Car wash books available!

620 E. Main * Hermiston
541-567-3908

GREAY
JoB!

“We are a cut
above the rest!”

HERMISTON GLASS

541-567-6679 * 800-835-3137
1895 N. 1st Place, Hermiston
CCB# 147211

H-EI\TLIAHD

INSURANCE CENTER, INC.

455 E. Main St. * Hermiston
541-567-8834

8:30am-5:00pm M-F « www.wheatlandins.com

So proud of
you Dawygs!

830 N. 1st St.
Hermiston, OR
541-567-8528
Monday-Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 9am-5pm
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/
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PATSY KEIMIG

Principle Broker, CRS, GRI

Cell: 541-571-5758
% pkeimig@pkeimig.com "

PROPEATIES

HERAMISTON, LLC

320 S. Hwy 395
HERMISTON (2}
Bws 541-564-0888 =

Congratulations
88 Hermiston ..
‘e’ Bulldogs! %
Job Well Done!!

MR. INSULATION
CO., INC.

Hermliston 541-567-2348
Pendleton 541-276-0097
1-800-265-2348
OCB# 97049
Member N.E.O.H.B.A.
Stop by our showroom at
30599 Lauback St. in Hermiston

C.AP.
CONSTRUCTION, LLC

To all the Hermiston
Wrestlers, Girl’s
Basketball Team

& Marching Band -
Congratulations!

- C.A.P. Construction

541-701-4747

cjpoznanski@gmail.com
WA#CPCONC*915LJ » OR#193984

AL AmericaN Foop
Way to go Dawgs!
K3 Ficebook
77522 S. Hwy 207 « Hermiston
Located at Space Age Travel

Center and Comfort Suites
Exit 182 on |-84

Katie Johnson
Home Loan Officer
NMLS 52322

CALL 541-215-9052

Congratulations Samuel Colbray *
and the Hermiston Wrestling
State Champions! UMPQUA
B-A‘N-K

umpquabank.com/kjohnson

Member FDIC Equal Housing Lender 2 NMLS # 401867

Way to Go
Bulldogs!

We’re proud of you!
EASTERN
OREGON E‘@M
MECHANICAL

30485 Oldfield St. * Hermiston
541-564-2607

WA#EASTEOM941BS
CCB#167755
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Linda Andreason
Principal Broker, GRI
398 E Ridgeway
Hermiston, OR 97838

o 541-667-2000
‘ 541-571-2767 Cell  **
www.hermistonhomes.net

Way to go Dawgs!
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"Where Quality
Always Comes First"

541-567-7171
80496 N. Hwy 395 Hermiston
Under the American Flag

www.nwmetalfab.com
CCB #66293

CONGRATS
" DAWGS!
- \EEN

541-567-2603
1-800-238-1223

905 Diagonal
Hermiston
www.osokleen.com

BULLDOG PRIDE!

+ General / Electrical Contracting
+ Pump Stations < Excavation

PO

I , INC.
CCB# 146995

(541) 567-5005

14 SE Campbell Drive, Hermiston

Way to go, Dawgs!
AR

(AP

AUTO PARTS

Hermiston
Auto Parts, Inc.

200 S. First Place, Unit 2
Hermiston, OR
541-567-5569 * 541-567-4353

Congratulations!
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Advanced Orthopedic

& Sports Medicine Institute

541.289.7075
620 NW 11th St., Ste. 201
Hermiston, OR 97838

www.hermistonortho.com

Congratulations on your
accomplishments.
Awesome Job!

URSERY <> FLORIST
NURSERY Q<> FLORIS

“Where flowers are our business”,
541-567-3278
[-800-858-6307

465 W. Theater Lane ¢ Hermiston
IMon-Sat 9am-5:30pm ¢ Sun | lam-4pm
kopacznurseryflorist.com

- W > Wind i o
(F:.\m.:sh' I] Facebook

So proud of
our Bulldogs!

o StateFarm

NATE
CONKLIN

www.nateconklin.com

395 E Highland Ave.
Hermiston, OR 97838

541-567-1551

Congralis!

CAROLLEEN
LOVELL
Certified Public
Accountant, LLC
(541) 567-1780

www.CarolleenLovell.com

MEMBER OF THE

e
C Oreconsocry [T
D Prasrian

635 S.E. 4th St.
Hermiston, OR

Good Job
Dawgs!

WHERTLAND ))

INSURANCE CENTER, INC.

N i i, e o st Wi s

wWwWWw. wheatlandlns com
Pendleton « Athena « Hermiston « Heppner
lone « La Grande « Enterprise
Elgin « Baker City « Condon

3¢ Preferrediicaliy
inc.

-congr#g Herm,’g-/-o,, /

Principal Broker

541.561;4710 541.561-5507

705 S| First St., Hermiston
541-567-7337

Good Job

Bquogs'

isy.. ))
Responsible The
Stratton

Agency

P
! l Nationwide’
- :

Pendleton / Hermiston ¢ stratton-insurance.com
1 facobock 541/276-2302  800/225-2521

HERMISTON
REALTY

Coﬂgro‘rula flo,;
vermistop
gulldogs!

541-567-2121
2372 N. 1st (Hwy 395) Hermiston
www.hermistonrealtynow.com

WAY TO GO
DAWGS!

“The Comfortable Choice”

,_7«Eastern Oregon
7% < Heating &
Air Conditioning, LLC

Residential & Commercial

941-567-3095

82000 Hwy 395 N., Hermiston

(Old Road Runner H&C building) CCB #189229

GOOD

0):;
BULLDOGS!

The only funeral home
owned by the Burns family

BURNS
MORTUARY

of Hermiston
& Hermiston
Crematory
685 W. Hermiston Ave,

Hermiston ¢ (541) 567-6474
www.burnsmortuaryhermiston.com

DAVES

ﬁawa%ﬁms/

’1‘ CHAMBER « COMMERCE
HERMISTON
www.hermistonchamber.com

CONGRATS
BULLDOGS!

%

Hermiston
Drug & Gifts

Gifts « Cosmetics
Perfumes * Cards
Old Fashioned Soda Fountain

541-567-3072

114 E. Main St., Hermiston

WAY TO GO
DAWGS!
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Fain‘tco. L

Residential « Commercial

541-571-1885
HERMISTON
OR - CCR 174874
WA - 4SEASSPI%3IP

FAMILY HEALTH
ASSOCIATES

600 NW 11th Street, Suite E-15
Hermiston, OR 97838
541-567-6434
Dr. Doug Flaiz « Dr. Guy Oltman
Dr. Derek Earl « Ms. Shara Salverda
Dr. Jonas Oltman « Ms. Jessica Oltman
Ms. Dawn Headings




