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Burns brings end for Heppner

Mustangs off mark for
second day inarow

By MATT ENTRUP
Staff Writer

Two games does not de-
fine the Heppner Mustangs’
boys basketball team.

That was the message
coach Jeremy Rosenbalm
left his team with following
their 49-29 loss to Burns in
the consolation bracket of
the OSAA 2A state tourna-
ment on Friday.

For the second day in a
row, the Mustangs strug-
gled to find their shot and
finished a mere 10 for 43
(23.3 percent) from the
field as the Hilanders pulled
away with a pedestrian 17
of 48 (35.4 percent).

The loss brought a disap-
pointing end to what could
only be considered a suc-
cessful season for the Co-
lumbia Basin Conference
and district champions, and
Rosenbalm made sure the
players knew how proud he
and their community was
of their accomplishments.
“I told them, “We can’t let
these two games justify
our whole season,” he said.
“Going 21-5 is a heck of a
season. There are a lot of
teams around the state at
every level who would love
to be 21-5.

“They did represent
Heppner extremely well.
They’re high character peo-
ple, on the floor they’re not

complaining, they’re play-
ing the way basketball is
supposed to be played. For
me, as a coach, that’s what
I’'m proud of. This is a spe-
cial group, and a group like
this doesn’t come around
very often at all. They’re
better men off of the court
and off of the field than
they are on it.”

Heppner’s shooting
woes in Pendleton — they
went 14 for 49 (28.6 per-
cent) in a 41-33 quarterfinal
loss to Bandon — were cer-
tainly perplexing for a team
that entered the final brack-
et averaging 56.5 points a
game.

“Our offense went away
from us for two game, and
that’s the bottom line,”
Rosenbalm said. “That was
the difference. We had our
looks. We did what we’ve
done for the previous 24
game coming into this
weekend. We attacked the
rim, we got good looks,
we got to the free throw
line, we got open perimeter
looks — nothing’s changed
in that aspect. The ball just
didn’t go in the cylinder for
us for two games.”

Don’t be  mistaken,
though, Burns (22-6)
wasn’t gifted their win.

The Hilanders hit the big
shots they needed to, when
they needed them, and gen-
erally made life difficult for
any Heppner (21-5) player
trying to get to the rim.

Senior guard Ty Huec-
kman provided many of

Vikings hold
on for fourth

Umatilla wins first
state trophy since 2011

The Umatilla Vikings
went the entire fourth
quarter without making
a field goal, but hit just
enough free throws to hold
off Portland Adventist 41-
39 in the OSAA 3A fourth-
place game on Saturday at
North Bend High School.

Aleesha Watson’s jump
shot with 1:33 left in the
third quarter capped an
11-1 run by the Vikings to
take a 36-27 lead into the
final frame. She then sank
one of two free throws with
25 seconds left in the game
to reach the final tally.

Portland ~ Adventist’s
Kaitlynn Knapp pulled her
team within one with 40
seconds left when she hit
a three-pointer that made
it 40-39, but with a chance
to tie in the final seconds
Emma MacLachan missed
a layup and Umatilla’s
Courtney Dohman grabbed
the last of her nine re-
bounds to secure the win.

Dohman scored the first
points in the game, which
had six lead changes and
four ties and finished with
six points.

Watson led Umatilla
with 13 points and add-
ed seven rebounds, Bren-
da Campos went 3 for 4
at the free throw line in
the fourth quarter and fin-
ished with nine points and
nine rebounds, and Sidney
Webb dished out 11 assists
and also hit a free throw in
the fourth.

Umatilla led 21-18 at
halftime when Campos
and Dohman hit layups in
the final minute to cap a
5-0 run.

Portland Adventist held
its last lead of the game
with 6:29 to play in the
third quarter when Ma-
cLachan scored on a fast
break.

Sarah Halvorsen paced
Portland Adventist with
19 points and 11 rebounds,
but was shut out for the fi-
nal 6:46.

Umatilla was making its
first appearance at the final
site since 2011 when they
placed third.

UHS (246) 912 15 5 — 41

PA (24-7) 71 9 12 — 39

UMATILLA — A. Watson 13, B. Campos
9, C. Dohman 6, L. Journot 5, S. Webb 4, T.
Coffey 4, G. Contreras, G. Lemus. (14-48)

PORTLAND ADVENTIST — S. Halvorsen
19, E. Maclachlan 6, K. La Sage 5, T.
Johnson 4, K. Knapp 3, I. Ortman 2, S.
Maclachan, K. Chamberlain, M. Boskind.
(14-51)

3-pointers — UHS 2-10, PA 2-19. Free
throws — UHS 11-15, PA 9-16. Fouls —
UHS 14, PA17.

Hermiston falls
to Wilsonville

By SAM BARBEE
Staff Writer

The Hermiston boys bas-
ketball team’s season was
ended on Saturday after an
87-45 loss to top-seeded
Wilsonville.

Hermiston coach Dave
Ego said Wilsonville’s size
and athleticism were im-
pressive. Zach Reichle, a
6-foot-4 junior, scored 34
points and went 14-15 from
the free throw line. Austin
Naillon was the only Bull-
dog in double figures with
13 points.

“They’re just a really
good basketball team,” Ego
said. “And they’re deep.”

In his only season at
the helm, Ego improved
the Bulldogs by six wins
over last year’s effort and
advanced to the state tour-

nament. Powerful forward
Tre Neal missed nearly a
month with a broken finger,
and Hermiston lost twice in
the Columbia River Con-
ference during his absence.
Still, Ego was largely
happy with the season.
“Given all the circum-
stances, our kids repre-
sented themselves well,”
he said. “We got into the
state tournament, which I
don’t think a lot of people
expected. 13-13 isn’t bad
given the circumstances.”

HHS (13-13)12 8 14 11 — 45

WHS (22-3) 23 24 28 12 — 87

HERMISTON — A. Naillon 13, C. Flores 9,
A. James 7, T. Neal 6, H. Walls 5, D. Neal 4,
P Wicks 1, C. Schwirse, J. Garcia, C. Ortiz,
P Peterson.

WILSONVILLE — Z. Reichle 34, H. Stei-
ger 14, T. Hieb 14, Z. Rossetti 6, S. Bullock
5, N. Overholt 5, C. Larsen 3, A. Burkhead
2, R. Napoli 2, Z. Woodworth 2, C. Riewald.
3-pointers — HHS 4, WHS 4. Free throws
— HHS 8-11, WHS 25-30. Fouls — HHS 21,
WHS 12. Technical fouls — HHS bench.
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STAFF PHOTO BY E.J. HARRIS

Heppner’s Patrick Collins hugs head coach Jeremy Rosenbalm after fouling out late in the
Mustangs’ 49-29 loss to Burns on Friday in Pendleton.

Burns’ early highlights as
he scored 16 of his game-
high 19 points in the first
half to lead the Hilanders to
a 23-13 halftime lead.
“Coming off a tough loss
we knew we had to come
out firing,” he said, refer-
encing their 44-42 loss to

Vernonia in the quarterfi-
nals. “I’ve been kind of in
a slump the last few games
but I knew it would come
out sometime, just keep
shooting.”

The only other player to
sink a basket in the first half
for Burns was senior guard

Trace Tiller, but the Hilan-
ders added some balance in
the second half that start-
ed with senior post Zach
McDonald’s first of three

3-pointers.
“Zach’s always been
clutch for us,” Hueckman

said. “Anytime a big shot

STAFF PHOTO BY E.J. HARRIS

Heppner’s Logan Grieb
shoots the ball over Burns’
Ty Hueckman and Scott
Davies (3) in the Mustangs’
49-29 loss to the Hilanders
on Friday in Pendleton.

comes he’s going to nail it,
every time.”

Heppner was able to
trim the lead to single dig-
its three times in the third
quarter, but it was McDon-
ald that pushed it back to
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CONGRATULATIONS
HEPPNER
MUSTANGS!

Boy’s Basketball 2A District Champs

GREAT JOB
MUSTANGS!

Serving Morrow, Wheeler,
Gilliam, and Grant Counties

communitycounselingsolutions.org

Way to go, Mustangs!
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SH
Metal Fabricators .

"Where Quality
Always Comes First"

541-567-7171
80496 N. Hwy 395 Hermiston
Under the American Flag

www.nwmetalfab.com
CCB #66293

BEQis proud of

',f_z, our
s/
|
Bank of
Eastern
Oregon

Termloans @ Linesof Credit
Ag & Commercial Real Estate Loans

CONGRATS!
* Pump Stations - Excavation

I » INC.
CCB# 146995

" (541) 567-5005

14 SE Campbell Drive, Hermiston

GREAT JOB!

Martlli’s

24 HOUR TOWING
Lexington, OR
541-571-4260
541-989-9110

GCONGRATS
MUSTANGS!

CO S AEEN

541-567-2603
1-800-238-1223

905 Diagonal
Hermiston
www.osokleen.com

Congrats
Mustangs!

ELMER’S
IRRIGATION, ING.

“The Best Little Irrigation
Company in the Northwest”
80527 Hwy 395 N., Hermiston
541-567-5572

Congratulations!

Advanced Orthopedic

541.289.7075

620 NW 11th St., Ste. 201
Hermiston, OR 97838

www.hermistonortho.com

Go

MUSTANGS!

COLUMBIA
BASIN

ELECTRIC
Co-0OpP

Fossil « Condon
Heppner * lone

Lexington :
Heppner 541-676-9146
Condon 541-384-2023

CONGRATS!

. Eastern Oregon
e Heating &
Air Conditioning, LLC

“The Comfortable Choice

Residential & Commercial

541-567-3095

82000 Hwy 395 N., Hermiston

(Old Road Runner H&C building) CCB #189229

Great Job!

O

IRRIGATION
SPECIALIST

WHEN EVERY DROP COUNTS

www.irrspec.com
541-567-6370

81156 N. Hwy 395, Hermiston
PASCO o OTHELLO ¢ GRANDVIEW

“We are a cut
above the rest!”

HERMISTON GLASS

541-567-6679 » 800-835-3137
1895 N. 1st Place, Hermiston
CCB# 147211

GREATS
SEASOI,
CHERTRRENM
Q E

Serving Heppner, Lexington,
lone and Condon Since 1959

217 N. MAIN ¢ HEPPNER
541-676-9158

Jewelers ;

Great Job Mustangs'

“Something from the
Jewelers is always
something special.”

HEPPNER ¢ 541-676-9200
Mon-Sat 9:00am-6:00pm

Congratulations
Heppner Musiungs'

from all :
of us at @
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Cabins ~ RV’s ~ Tents
Fishing ~ ATV Trails

morrowcountyparks.org

HERMISTON
REALTY

grc’rulaf,'o%
HWeppner
Mustangsy

co®

541-567-2121
2372 N. 1st (Hwy 395) Hermiston
www.hermistonrealtynow.com

M"Slanysl

"l CHI St. Anthony
Hospital

2801 St. Anthony Way
Pendleton
541-276-5121

Randy Randall  Lezle'

Gunsolley
Principal Broker. Pgii€ipal Broker
541-561-4710 541-561-5507
705 S First St., Hermiston
541-567-7337




