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H&R Block to give 
away $32 million

With tax season upon 
us, H&R Block is offering 
taxpayers a chance to win. 

As part of its efforts 
to encourage taxpayers 

the season, H&R Block 
is giving away $32 mil-
lion through its 1,000 
Win $1,000 Daily Sweep-

the season, taxpayers help 
protect themselves from 
tax refund fraud.

To be eligible for the 
drawing, taxpayers must 

H&R Block by Monday, 
Feb. 15.

The Hermiston H&R 

at the Hermiston Plaza, 
860 S. Highway 395. To 
schedule an appointment, 
people can call 541-567-

8498 or visit www.hr-
block.com.

Boardman gets ready 
for awards banquet

Love is in the air as 
the Boardman Chamber 
of Commerce is using a 
French romantic theme for 
its annual awards banquet.

The event is Friday, Feb. 
12 with the social hour be-
ginning at 6 p.m., dinner at 
7 p.m. and the awards and 
a live auction following. 
The events is at the Port of 
Morrow Riverfront Center, 
2 Marine Drive, Boardman. 
Tickets are $35 each. In 
addition, sponsorships are 
still available for the event, 
which provides an oppor-
tunity to be included in ad-
vertising and marketing.

For more information, 
call 541-481-3014.

BRIEFCASE

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Staff Writer

AgriNorthwest, a farm 
operator based in the 
Tri-Cities, has entered into 
an agreement to buy the 
Boardman Tree Farm from 
GreenWood Resources.

Part of the 25,000-acre 
tree farm already sold to a 
local dairy that will raise 
approximately 8,000 cows 
south of Homestead Lane. 
The rest will now go to 
AgriNorthwest, which 
farms mostly potatoes and 
other irrigated crops.

The deal is expected to 
close soon. Terms were not 
disclosed.

In the meantime, 
GreenWood Resources 
will continue to harvest 
what trees are left under a 
leaseback agreement. The 
Collins Companies oper-
ates a sawmill at the tree 
farm, and Columbia For-
est Products runs a veneer 
mill that helps make deco-
rative plywood.

Logs are also sold for 
pulp and biofuel. ZeaChem, 
a company located at the 
nearby Port of Morrow, 
used sawdust from the tree 

farm to make ethanol.
The tree farm has also 

hosted “A Very Poplar 
Run” since 2011, with 5K 

Agape House in Hermiston. 
Don Rice, director of 

North American operations 
for GreenWood Resources, 
said the decision to sell the 
property has been met with 
mixed emotions.

“It has become a com-
munity feature,” Rice said. 
“We have a lot of photog-
raphers who come out, es-
pecially in the fall, to take 
pictures.”

The Boardman Tree 
Farm spans six miles 
along Interstate 84, and 
another 13 miles south of 
the highway. It includes 
roughly 6 million hybrid 
poplar trees that can grow 
to more than 100 feet tall. 
The trees are harvested in 
12-year cycles.

ish milling all the remaining 
trees, Rice said, depending 
on the market conditions. 
He is hopeful GreenWood 
Resources can continue to 
provide trees from its other 
locations to keep the local 

sawmill and veneer mill 
operating. Together, those 
businesses employ about 
100 people.

The tree farm itself has 
20 employees, along with 
another 50-60 contractors. 
Rice said they were not ac-
tively marketing the prop-
erty, but AgriNorthwest 
approached them about ac-
quiring the land.

“We believe they made a 
fair offer,” he said.

Prior to becoming a tree 
farm, the area was used for 
agriculture. The trees came 
in 1990, and GreenWood 
Resources bought the prop-
erty in 2007. But Rice said 
they won’t be planting 
again in spring.

“Things change over 
time,” he said. “This will 

continue to be a valuable 
asset to the community and 
economy.”

Todd Jones, president 
of AgriNorthwest, said the 
company has been farming 
in the Columbia Basin for 
more than 50 years and is 
looking forward to adding 
the Boardman property to 
its operations.

In December, Green-

Wood announced it sold
roughly one-third of the
tree farm — 7,288 acres 
— to Willow Creek Dairy,
which was established in
2002 on land leased by
Threemile Canyon Farms
located on the other side 
of the Boardman Bombing 
Range. That sale closed for
$65 million.

The dairy will now be 
located along the southern
boundary of the tree farm,
near the Finley Buttes

closely to the highway,
which marks the property’s
northern boundary.

AgriNorthwest to buy Boardman Tree Farm
Trees will eventually be replaced and land 
will return to conventional agriculture
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Nearly one-third of the 25,000-acre Boardman Tree Farm is being sold to the Willow Creek 
Dairy. 
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Rep. Greg Walden, right, 
listens to swing shift team 
leader Richard Lewellen talk 
about the veneer production 
line at the Greenwood 
Resources tree farm Friday 
near Boardman.  
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 MENTAL HEALTH

 LIFEWAYS PENDLETON
 331 SE 2nd St., 

 Pendleton, OR 97801
 Office: 541-276-6207

 LIFEWAYS HERMISTON
 595 NW 11th St., 

 Hermiston, OR 97838
 Office: 541-567-2536

 Crisis Phone: 
 866-343-4473

 WWW . LIFEWAYS . ORG

 • Adult, Child and Family Therapy
 • Psychiatric Evaluation and Treatment
 • Mental Health and Crisis Services
 • Confidential and Professional Care

 LET US BE THE ONE THAT HELPS!

 PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY
 Call Today!

 541-289-5433
 1060 W. Elm, Suite #115, 

 Hermiston, OR
 (across from Good Shepherd Medical Center)

 www.apd4kidz.com
 Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm

 VISION CARE
 Eye Health & Vision Care

 115 W. Hermiston Ave. Suite 130 

 541-567-1837

 Robert D. Rolen , O.D., LLC
 Optometric Physician

 FAMILY DENTISTRY

 Family Dentistry
 ~ N ew Patients Welcome~

 541-567-8161
 995 W. Orchard Ave., Hermiston  Ryan M. Wieseler,  D.D.S .

 URGENT & FAMILY CARE

 URGENT CARE
 Sports & Dot Physicals • Minor Injuries • Family Care • Minor Surgeries

 We accept Medicare &  some Advantage Medicare plans

 NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
 HOURS:

 Mon.-Sat. 
 7:30am-7:00pm

 236 E. Newport
 Hermiston

 (across from U.S. Bank)
 541-567-1137

 URGENT & FAMILY CARE
 541-567-2995 GIFFORD MEDICAL

 Columbia
 Professional

 Plaza
 1050 W. Elm Ave. Ste 110

 Hermiston, OR 97838

 Joseph R. Gifford, M.D.
 David P. Martinez, M.D.

 Angie L. Hayes, FNP
 Milton J. Johnson, Jr., M.D.

 • Urgent and Family Care
 Weekdays 8am-6pm
 Saturdays 9am-3pm
 Walk-Ins Welcome

 • In-House X-Rays

 • Adjacent Lab

 Joseph Gifford, M.D.
 Milton J. Johnson, Jr., M.D.

 Angie L. Hays, FNP
 Candace Degenstein, FNP

 Michele Davies, FNP

 URGENT & FAMILY CARE

 Good Shepherd Medical Group
 The specialists you asked for...
             ...Right here at home.

 600 NW 11th St., Suite E-37 • Hermiston • www.gshealth.org

 Family Medicine
 Internal Medicine

 Pediatrics
 Women’s Health
 General Surgery

 Urology

 Appointments 
 541-567-5305


