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This house on Newport Avenue has become a December landmark.
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“I was scared the whole
time, but he was fine,” she
said.

Reasor said new and im-
proved technology, includ-
ing LED bulbs that rarely
burn out and strings that ar-
en’t blacked out completely
by a single burn-out, makes
maintenance easier than it
used to be.

Christmas decorations are
always evolving and new
trends pop up every season.
Icicle-style lights have re-
placed single strands as the
preferred decoration for the
eaves of many homes. In-
flatable figures have gained
in popularity in recent years.
And newer decorations
springing up around Herm-

iston include glowing white
snowflakes that hang from
the eaves and a projector that
covers a house in green and
red points of light at the press
of a button without having to
hang a single strand.

Denise Medlock has been
building up a collection of
inflatables and lights too.
Her house at 629 Newport
Avenue has been a Decem-
ber landmark for years.

“Every single year I add
to it,” she said.

She said elements like the
PVC pipe archway that lines
the walkway and the net of
lights blanketing the roof and
sides of the house were cre-
ated by hand. It takes from
the day after Halloween to
the day after Thanksgiving
to put together, but it’s worth
it, she said.

“I do it all for the kids,”

she said. “When they go un-
derneath the arch you should
see their eyes light up.”

Medlock said she encour-
ages parents to let their chil-
dren get out of the car, walk
through the tunnel of lights
and come to the door for a
free candy cane.

It’'s fun being creative,
she said, and she’s already
working on an idea for a
flying Santa and sleigh next
year. She also puts together a
lighted Halloween display in
October, although this year
she was disappointed that
heavy rains kept most trick-
or-treaters away.

Medlock said she plans
to light up the Christmas
display from 5-9 p.m. seven
days a week except in bad
weather.

Families looking for one
of the area’s most prominent

displays may have trouble
finding it this year, but it
hasn’t disappeared com-
pletely.

For years David and Terri
Pichcuskie ran a light dis-
play at their home in Stan-
field that was choreographed
to music broadcast over the
radio. After Terri died of can-
cer in 2014, David put up the
display last year in honor of
his late wife, but this year
he worked on a similar dis-
play for the SAGE Center in
Boardman instead.

The agriculture-themed
display at 101 Olson Road
in Boardman is set to mu-
sic broadcast on 106.9 FM.
Canned goods for CAPE-
CO can be dropped off in
marked containers in front
of the museum. The show
runs  from 4:30-9 p.m.
through Jan. 1.
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competitive. After starting
5-0, including a win over
new league rival Umatilla
in Umatilla, the Knights
finished fourth in a tough
CBC that sent two teams to
the 2A semifinals. In boys
basketball, Irrigon has de-
veloped into a 2A power,
winning last year’s state
title after finishing second
the year before.

“Our school is not re-
acting negatively at all,”
Sheller said. “We see it as a
positive challenge. We feel
our school culture and our
school athletics is on the
upswing. We’re not gonna
have a victim mentality.
We’re viewing it as a very
positive move. If the num-
bers want us to be in 3A,
we’re gonna be in 3A.”

For Hermiston, the atti-
tude is largely the same. In
joining the IMC — in foot-
ball only, it should be noted
— the Bulldogs join Sum-

mit, Redmond, Bend, Rid-
geview and Mountain View.
Summit, led by junior quar-
terback John Bledsoe, son of
Drew who runs the offense,
went 12-1 this season and
won the 5A state champion-
ship, including a 63-14 win
over Pendleton the Round-
up Grounds this season.

“It’s great. We’re not
gonna hurt with our colley
ranking anymore,” Herm-
iston football coach David
Faaeteete joked. “We’re ex-
cited for the new challenge
moving forward. It only
makes sense. Even though
we’re a little closer to Port-
land than we are to Bend,
but its not a big deal. The
OSAA makes the decisions.

“It’ll be an exciting sea-
son. We’re looking at it as
a challenge. Let’s face it:
the CRC wasn’t respected
much around the state be-
cause it was a four-team
league. The top two teams
get playoff births, and there
looking at us like “Why are
you here?’”

Now in the relatively
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large eight-team special
district, that merit cannot
be questioned. As an added
bonus, the IMC has boasted
some of the best SA teams
in recent memory. Summit,
obviously, joins Hermiston
as the last two 5A champs.
Ridgeview won the 4A title
in 2013 and Mountain View
was the 2011 SA champion.

“Those are great
schools,” Faaeteete said.
“They’ve got storied tra-
dition. It’ll be fun to play
and matchup with them this
year.”

A staple of Hermiston’s
football schedules in recent
years has been the heavy
and difficult non-confer-
ence slate. That is most like-
ly going to change with the
league portion of the slate

taking up most of if not all
of the nine regular season
games allowed. This, along
with the financial burden
of getting to the center of
the state for league games,
likely eliminates the recent
matchups of Coeur d’Alene
and Lewiston, two Idaho
powers which Hermiston
has shared recent home-
and-home series with.

Faaeteete, though, isn’t
worried about the financial
burden. It wasn’t so long ago
that Hermiston was a full-
time member of the IMC.

“I know its gonna be
a little harder financially
because of the travel,” he
said. “It’s just the cost of
logistics. But the commu-
nity’s great in terms of sup-
porting its athletics.”
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Drought and water hot
topics at Farm Fair

Farm Fair
seminars focus on
making most of
limited moisture

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Staff Writer

With drought weigh-
ing heavy on the minds of
Eastern Oregon farmers,
the seminars at the Herm-
iston Farm Fair last week
included plenty of talk
about how to deal with the
limited moisture.

Not only does the hot,
dry weather impact the
plants themselves, but it
can also have an effect
on managing weeds and
maintaining healthy soils.
Presentations on reduced
tillage, cover crops and
herbicide treatments gave
farmers a glimpse at ways
they can potentially im-
prove their operations.

Silvia Rondon, one of

several event organizers
with Oregon State Uni-
versity, said she expected
500-550 people attended
the three-day Farm Fair,
which ran through Friday
afternoon at the Hermis-
ton Conference Center.

Despite snow and ice
Wednesday, Rondon said
they had a full house for the
opening seminars on po-
tato production. Thursday
switched gears to more dry-
land crops like wheat and
canola, along with a gener-
al session that highlighted
issues in water quality and
increased irrigation.

Stewart Wuest, soil sci-
entist with the Columbia
Plateau Conservation Re-
search Center in Pendleton
— part of the federal Agri-
cultural Research Service
— provided an update on
their experiments with re-
duced-till farming, which
he is optimistic will help
growers keep more water
in the soil while cutting
down on erosion.
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VISION CARE

EYE HEALTH & VISION CARE

Robert D. Rolen, 0.D., LLC

Optometric Physician

115 W. HERMISTON AVE. SUITE 130
541-567-1837

URGENT & FAMILY CARE
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Good Shepherd Medical Group

The specialists you asked for...
..Right here at home.

600 NW 11th St., Suite E-37 « Hermiston - www.gshealth.org

Family Medicine
Internal Medicine
Pediatrics
Women'’s Health
General Surgery
Urology

Appointments
541-567-5305

MENTAL HEALTH

LET US BE THE ONE THAT HELPS!

331 SE 2nd St.,
Pendleton, OR 97801

¢ Adult, Child and Family Therapy

¢ Psychiatric Evaluation and Treatment
¢ Mental Health and Crisis Services

¢ Confidential and Professional Care
LIFEWAYS PENDLETON  Crisis Phone:
866-343-4473

LIFEWAYS HERMISTON
595 NW 11th St.,
Hermiston, OR 97838

Office: 541-276-6207 WWW.LIFEWAYS.ORG Office: 541-567-2536

URGENT & FAMILY CARE

Columbia

Plaza
1050 W. Elm Ave. Ste 110
Hermiston, OR 97838
oseph G

Professional

GIFFORD MEDICAL RSy ert L)

e Urgent and Family Care
Weekdays 8am-6pm
Saturdays 9am-3pm
‘Walk-Ins Welcome

* In-House X-Rays
* Adjacent Lab

FAMILY DENTISTRY

541-567-8161

DESERTDENTAL
T —
Family Dentistry

~New Patients Welcome~
995 W. Orchard Ave., Hermiston
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Ryan M. Wieseler, D.D.S.

URGENT & FAMILY CARE

Sports & Dot Physicals ¢ Minor Injuries ® Family Care ¢ Minor Surgeries
We accept Medicare & some Advantage Medicare plans

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

HOURS:
Mon.-Sat.
7:30am-7:00pm

541-567-1137

236 E. Newport
Hermiston
(across from U.S. Bank)

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY

Call Today!

with two matching bags
plus retail or gift-sizes of'

ANTI-AGING COMPLEX EMULSION

BROAD SPECTRUM SPF 30
'ANTI-AGING COMPLEX NIGHT CREAM
CLEANSING WATER MAKEUP REMOVER

541-289-5433
1060 W. Elm, Suite #115,
Herm:ston OR
(across from Good Shepherd Medical Center)
www.apd4kidz.com
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Prices $20 and up!
Proceeds stay in the community!

Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm
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To advertise’in the
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Merle Norman Cosmatic Studios

independently owned and operated since 1931,

PAPER...GET YOUR PAPER HERE!N!!

We have newspaper roll ends available.

Great for crafts, table coverings, make your own wrapping paper.
Moving? Great packing material to protect your items.

E AST OREGONI AN 211 SE Byers Ave. HHeerriust& Id 333(: ,m:tiQHSt'

Pendleton



