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with new displays and cases. 
Smith said the deli and bak-
ery expanded their product 
offerings to include smoked 
meats and new doughnuts. 
Another major renovation 
was the electronics depart-
ment, he said, which is about 
95 percent new.

“In this day and age, people 
want to eat, and they want their 
electronics, because you’ve 
got to be doing something 
while you’re eating, right?” he 
said. “These were the two big 
investments that I would say 

that Walmart put into all stores 
really. It’s pretty cool.”

Other changes include 
new jewelry and cosmetics 
departments and an expand-
ed pet department, as well as 
some larger aisles. Smith said 
the recycling center was also 
updated.

He said he is excited about 
the remodel, and he encour-
aged people to see it for them-
selves.

“I’ve gotten to talk to a 
lot of customers, and they’ve 
been pretty excited about the 
changes that they’re seeing,” 
he said. “I think it’s more eye 
appealing. It’s very clean. It’s 
really streamlined.”

WALMART:
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Hermiston 
Walmart

Hours: 5 a.m. to 1 a.m. daily
Location: 1350 N. First St., 

Hermiston
History: • The Walmart 

discount store opened in 
Hermiston on June 30, 1992, 
with 73,000 square feet of 
floor space.

• The Walmart distribution 
center in Hermiston opened 
in April 1998, employing 
almost 800 people.

• On April 11, 2001, the 
Hermiston Walmart store 
was expanded to 210,000 
square feet and about 320 
employees to be the first 

Supercenter with groceries in 
Washington or Oregon.

• The store hosted a grand 
reopening June 17, 2009, 
after a remodel to make the 
shopping experience easier 
for customers.

• Construction began on 
a new remodeling project 
designed to make the 
experience ‘fast, clean and 
friendly’ the first week of 
September 2015 and was 
completed for a grand 
reopening Friday.

• Store manager Erik Smith 
said the  store now employs 
about 380 people, and the 
distribution center employs 
about 900.

and the live auction starts 
at 8 p.m. Tickets for the 
21-and-older event are $35 
each or $250 for a table of 
eight.

People planning to attend 
are encouraged to purchase 
tickets early, as they have 
sold-out the last few years, 
said Spomer, co-chair of the 
event.

Proceeds from the gala 
event are split between the 
Hermiston Breakfast Kiwanis 
Club and the Good Shepherd 
Community Health Foun-
dation. Both organizations 
give back to the community 
through donations and schol-
arships.

Also, in the spirit of giv-
ing, a large tree sponsored 
by the Kiwanis Club and 
designed by Cathy Wamsley, 
will provide another donation 
to a nonpro t organization. 
The Kiwanis will match the 
purchase price by 50 percent, 
up to $1,000, which will be 
given to the charity of the 
buyer’s choice. So, Wamsley 
said, the gift of giving hap-
pens immediately.

Some people, Spomer 
said, purchase trees and do-
nate them to area assisted 
living facilities. The joy of the 
season is spread beyond those 
who attend the event, Wams-
ley added.

The Family Day is Sun-
day, Dec. 6 from noon to 4 
p.m. Organized by Sorop-
timist International of the 
Greater Hermiston Area, 
nearly 500 kids attended last 
year’s festivities. A $5 per 
family suggested donation in-
cludes all the activities.

People can participate in 
everything from decorating 
cookies, making ornaments 
and other holiday-themed 
crafts to writing letters to 
Santa and having photos tak-
en with the jolly ol’ elf. Also, 
stage entertainment helps set 
the holiday mood.

Soroptimist International 
promotes education and lead-
ership to transform the lives 
of women and girls. Mon-
ey raised from Family Day 
will go towards Live Your 
Dream education and training 
awards.

With a theme from the TV 
series “Paw Patrol,” money 
raised from a special raf e 
tree will bene t the school-
based dental health program 
through InterMountain Edu-
cation Service District. Tick-
ets are $10 each. The drawing 
is at the close of Family Day.

Tickets for the auction/
dinner can be purchased at the 
Hermiston Conference Cen-
ter or the administrative of c-
es at Good Shepherd Medical 
Center, 610 N.W. 11th St. 
Those unable to buy tickets 
are welcome to come for the 
auction to bid on items.
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Hermiston Walmart Supercenter store manager Erik Smith shows the new electronics section of the recently remodeled store 
after a grand reopening celebration Thursday morning

Christmas

SHOPPER

LOANS
3.00%*APR 

   Get the Christmas cash you 

need without racking up your 

credit card bills.  Plus, our low 

rates and flexible terms will really 

put you in the holiday spirit!

   Here is how it works:

Between 
, if you qualify, 

we will grant you a loan for up to 
$1,000 for six months.

   Shop locally!  Purchase your 
Christmas merchandise from a 
business in the County in which 
you reside.  Bring your receipts to 
an Old West FCU branch by 
December 31 and receive an 

interest rate for as low as 3.00% 
APR!

See a Member Service 
Representative for an application.  
For qualified members OAC.  
Additional terms and conditions 
apply.

* Limited-time rate for qualified members. Call or stop  in for details. Terms and conditions apply.

It is our way of 

saying Merry 

Christmas to our 

members, while 

at the same time 

helping our local 

economy.

Equal Housing Lender

650 W. Main, John Day, Oregon 97845
541-575-0264 � 1-888-575-0264
Fax 541-575-2538

162 W. Front, Prairie City, Oregon 97869
541-820-4601 � 541-820-4725

2036 Broadway, Baker City, Oregon 97814
541-523-5535 � 1-888-677-5581 � Fax 541-523-3471

301 S Main St., Pendleton, Oregon 97801
541-278-6800 � Fax 541-278-6805

1739 N. First St., Hermiston, Oregon 97838
541-564-0264 � Fax 541-564-0262

02983

Things we want you to know: Shared Connect Plan, Retail Installment Contract and port-in required for all lines. Credit approval also required. A $25 Device Activation Fee applies. Valid for new accounts only. A 
Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies (currently $1.82/line/month); this is not a tax or gvmt. required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas apply and may vary by plan, service and 
phone. $400 Switcher Incentive: Requires purchase of a new Smartphone with Device Protection+ and trade-in of an active Smartphone on former carrier’s plan. Limit one $400 reward per ported-in line. Traded-in 
Smartphone must be in fully functional, working condition without any liquid damage or broken components, including, but not limited to, a cracked display or housing. Smartphone must power on and cannot be 
pin locked. For in-store transactions: $150 Promotional Card given at point of sale with trade-in of Smartphone. Additional $250 Promotional Card will be mailed to customer within 6–8 weeks. Promotional Cards 
issued by MetaBank,® Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular® stores and uscellular.com. For online and telesales transactions see uscellular.com for 
redemption details. Device Protection+: Enrollment in Device Protection+ required. The monthly charge for Device Protection+ is $8.99 for Smartphones. A deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel 
Device Protection+ anytime. Federal Warranty Service Corporation is the Provider of the Device Protection+ ESC benefits, except in CA and OK. Limitations and exclusions apply. For complete details, see an 
associate for a Device Protection+ brochure. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved 
questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Offers valid at participating locations only and 
cannot be combined. See store or uscellular.com for details. Limited-time offer. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2015 U.S. Cellular

iPhone 6s with coverage  
in the Middle of Anywhere.

With 3D Touch, Live Photos, 7000 series aluminum, A9 chip, advanced  

cameras, 4.7-inch Retina HD display, and so much more, you’ll see how  

with iPhone 6s the only thing that’s changed is everything.

Switch now and get $400 per line when you trade in  

a Smartphone and purchase the new iPhone 6s.


