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By ED BROOKSHIER
EOTEC board chairman 

From the beginning, the 
scope of the Eastern Ore-
gon Trade & Event Center 
(EOTEC) project has always 
been subject to available 
funding. This means that it 
has always been a “work 
in progress,” and subject to 
change as prices and funding 
change. For the most part 
these things are beyond the 
control of the EOTEC board. 
The following components 
have been on the drawing 
board from the start:

 elow ground work 
(infrastructure)

 E hibitor and event 
center

 odeo venue
 ivestock barns
  endor facilities
  ccess, entry and 

signage
  rofessional services, 

various fees and costs (soft 
costs)

  Furniture, tures and 
equipment (FF&E)

  torage and mainte-
nance

 rounds facilities for 
parking, carnival, etc.

  ublic amenities such as 
restrooms, etc.

  Full service  park
 mphitheater
  ndoor arena
  -  building
t this point the last three 

listed above are not being 
pursued, and won’t be unless 
unanticipated funding ma-
teriali es. nd though there 
will be some  park-type 
capacity, it certainly won’t be 
“full service.”

The e hibitor and event 
center is fully funded and 
under construction. That fa-
cility will host -  and open 
class activities during fair, 
plus a variety of other events 
throughout the year.

The EOTEC board e pects 
to move forward soon with 
the construction of at least 
one barn, and the beginning 
phases of the rodeo piece. We 
do have the funding on hand 
to begin this work.

There are also funds on 
hand to put toward the other 
components that are still part 
of the site plan. These other 
components, though, are in 
delay status until the board 
can determine whether to 
seek new bids  re-e amine 
priorities; to scrub the budget 
to see how far funds on hand 
can be stretched; and e plore 
possibilities for additional 
funding to assure that what 
gets “built out” is of the qual-
ity needed to do the job now 
and into the future.

The EOTEC board is 
pleased with the work being 
done by Frew Development 

roup. The board had hoped 
to be far enough along to 
host the 2016 fair and rodeo, 
but have moved away from 
that date for the reasons 
mentioned above. There is 
ample time for EOTEC to be 
ready for the fair and rodeo 
to move out of their current 
location by the end of 2016 
(as originally agreed upon 
with the school district).  be-
lieve it’s safe to say that the 
fair and rodeo will be in good 
shape to produce their events 
at the EOTEC site in 2017.

Chairman Chet rior’s un-
timely and une pected death 
certainly was a blow. ut the 
EOTEC oard is still pulling 
together. We are 100 percent 
committed to delivering for 
Chet and for the public. We 
are seeking and listening to 
input that will assist in the 
review process alluded to 
above. We all need to support 
these efforts, and be patient 
while this is concluded. 

opefully that will occur by 
mid to late November.

 nal comment, actually 
a quote that pretty well cap-
tures the division of attitudes 
toward the EOTEC project: 
“  person who wants some-
thing to happen will nd a 
way; a person who doesn’t 
will nd an e cuse.”

Thank you to the many 
proponents and supporters of 
this worthy project.

Ed Brookshier is chair-
man of the EOTEC board.

EOTEC moves forward, 
still a work in progress

HERMISTON HERALD
 Community Camp re 

& ayride provides a per-
fect way to enjoy a crisp 
fall night.

n its fourth year, the 
ermiston arks & ec-

reation department invites 
residents to come out and 
enjoy an evening around 
bon res, roasting marsh-
mallows and drinking 
hot chocolate, which are 
proved free of charge. 

The event, which features 
hayrides from 6-8 p.m. and 
camp re fun from 7-  p.m., 
is Friday at iverfront ark, 
located at Orchard E ten-
sion oop. dditional park-
ing is available at ermis-
ton Church of the Nazarene, 
1 20 W. Orchard ve. 

To help offset e penses, 
the cost for hayrides is $2 per 
person or up to $8 for those 
in an immediate family. 

For more information, 
call 1-667- 018.
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COMMENTARY

 For information or to register for a class, 
 call (541) 667-3509 or email healthinfo@gshealth.org 

 ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE
 THE 10 WARNING SIGNS

 FREE presentations by Jennifer Baus from the 
 Alzheimer's Association. If you or someone you 
 know is experiencing memory loss or behavioral 
 changes, it's time to learn the facts. Learn the 10 

 Warning Signs of Alzheimer's disease. 
 October 15 • 6:00-7:00pm

 GSMC Conference Room Center 1

 BABYSITTING BASICS 101
 For babysitters ages 10-15. Learn 
 childcare techniques, children's 

 developmental ages and what to expect, 
 basic first aid and infant and child CPR. 
 October 3 • 9:00am - 3:00pm

 GSMC Conference Room
 $30 - includes lunch &  all class materials. 

 Must pre-register & pre-pay.

 BREASTFEEDING CLASSES
 One class covers breastfeeding benefits, pumping 
 and much more. Come to this FREE class taught 

 by a certified lactation consultant, and learn 
 techniques that make for a successful experience. 

 Free, but please pre-register.
 October 7 • 12:00pm - 1:30pm
 GSMC Conference Center 3 &  4

 Free health screenings: blood pressure 
 checks, weigh ins, body mass index, 

 cholesterol and glucose.
 Second Friday of every month
  October 8 • 2:00 - 4:00pm

 GSMC Education Department

 HEALTHY FRIDAYS

Things we want you to know: Offer applies to current Verizon and AT&T customers on Shared Data Plans only and applies to the monthly recurring price plan only. Any applied discounts shall be valid for the 
first 24 months. Regular pricing applies thereafter. Must port in all lines of service on account. Offer valid on Shared Connect Plans up to 20GB. Offer valid only with the following devices: handsets, Tablets, 
routers, modems, hotspots and Home Phones. Customer must provide their current wireless bill for review. U.S. Cellular,® at its sole discretion, has the right to deny an offer for any bill that appears altered 
or fraudulent. Shared Connect Plan and Retail Installment Contract required. Credit approval also required. A $25 Device Activation Fee applies. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies (currently $1.82/
line/month); this is not a tax or gvmt. required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas apply and may vary by plan, service and phone. $50 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card: If  
U.S. Cellular’s Shared Connect and Retail Installment monthly plan price cannot beat your current Shared Data monthly plan price with AT&T or Verizon, you will be provided a $50 U.S. Cellular Promotional 
Card issued by MetaBank,® Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. One per account. To receive card, customer must go to  
beatyourplan.hit2c.com to register. Card will be received in 6–8 weeks. $150 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card: Issued by MetaBank, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Valid only for purchases 
at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. Must port in current number to U.S. Cellular. New line activation and Retail Installment Contract required. Device Protection+: Enrollment in Device Protection+ required. 
The monthly charge for Device Protection+ is $8.99 for Smartphones. A deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel Device Protection+ anytime. Federal Warranty Service Corporation is the Provider 
of the Device Protection+ ESC benefits, except in CA and OK. Limitations and exclusions apply. For complete details, see an associate for a Device Protection+ brochure. Device Turn-In: Customer must turn 
in all active devices from their former carrier’s plan. Customer is responsible for deleting all personal information from device and removing any storage cards from devices. Devices must power on and cannot 
be pin locked. Device must be in fully functional working condition without any liquid damage or broken components, including, but not limited to, a cracked display or housing. Devices will not be returned 
to customer should they cancel transaction. Not eligible for U.S. Cellular’s in-store or mail-in trade-in program. To be eligible, customer must register for My Account. Kansas Customers: In areas in which  
U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas 
Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. Not available online or via telesales. See store 
or uscellular.com for details. Limited-time offer. Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2015 U.S. Cellular

Undo your contract. Learn more at uscellular.com/undo.

GUARANTEED

VERIZON & AT&T
to beat

PLUS, YOU’LL GET A $150 PROMO CARD INSTANTLY.

Just bring in your bill and 
we guarantee we’ll beat 
the price on your current 
Verizon or AT&T plan. If  
we can’t, you’ll get a $50 
Promo Card. 

Plus, you’ll get a $150 Promo 
Card instantly to make that 
switch even sweeter.

 Share the happy  news with a FREE  announcement!

 Submit your info online at: www.hermiston.herald.com/hh/submit-quinceanera  or e-mail us at:  editor@hermistonherald.com
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 I s  Y our  D aughter 
 C elebrating  H er  
 Q uinceanera? ~
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