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What would make Hermiston a better place

What would make
Hermiston a more pleasant,
convenient place to live? I
certainly have some things
on my list.

A Fred Meyer and/or
Target store would be great.
I half jokingly posted

on Facebook

L 7 recently that
Hermiston
would be a
great spot
for In-N-Out
4 Burger’s sec-
ond location

Gary

in Oregon
éﬁA‘g’E‘ESt after the Med-
OF GRAY ford location

opened. But,

honestly, I’'m not a big
In-N-Out fan. I once lived
a block away from one
and only went there about
twice, and that was in the
days when I only ate at fast
food joints.

In the fast food realm,
I would much rather see a
Carl’s Jr., Del Taco, Burger-
ville or Five Guys Burgers
and Fries than In-N-Out.

The decisions about any
businesses we would like to
see come to town, though,
are in the hands of individ-
ual businesses, developers
and investors — the people
who put their money behind
their dreams and wish lists
for expansion plans.

But, there are ways
we, as local residents, can
influence the future of what
amenities are located in
Hermiston through the use
of our tax dollars. The city
of Hermiston, in partnership
with the Greater Hermiston
Area Chamber of Com-
merce, Hermiston Futures
Task Force and Barney &
Worth consulting firm, is
forming a committee to
look at those very issues
and find ways to make
dreams for Hermiston’s
future a reality.

The city is looking for
applicants to serve on the
Community Livability As-
set Oversight Committee.

Its first task will be to
address the future of the

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Rail, road, river are our future

In light of the recent sur-
vey concerning our beloved
watermelon logo and new
slogan, 1 was inspired and
suggest strongly the water-
melon logo be kept.

It is our history and fu-
ture.

The slogan for me is ju-
venile and embarrassing. It
says nothing!

Consider making the
most of a few words for our
slogan.

Underneath our beloved
watermelon would read ....

Rail

Road

River

Hermiston

LETTERS POLICY

It’s your future

Sure it will cost money
to replace the current slo-
gan, but the result will be
inviting to new business
that will provide jobs and
revenue for our city.

Hermiston is the fastest
growing and largest city in
Eastern Oregon. Growth is
not the issue.

Bringing in business
providing living wages
and long-term job secu-
rity, is what we need. We
have the triad of success

for any business, rail,
road, river, let’s use it!

SAM CHAMPIE

HERMISTON

The Hermiston Herald welcomes original letters for
publication on public issues and public policies. Submitted
letters must be signed by the author and include the city of
residence and a daytime phone number. Phone numbers
will not be published. Letters may be mailed to the
Hermiston Herald, 333 E. Main, Hermiston, OR, 97838;
or emailed to editor@hermistonherald.com
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When Caring, Quality and Commitment

Make a Difference.

Assured Qualic

HOME CAR e 5%:\
Call Today for your FREE
Assessment Providing
Personalized In-home
Care 24/7

541-429-8099
920 Frazier Ave ste 212
Pendleton Or 97801

www.aghcinc.com
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e Personal Care e Checks
* Housekeeping ¢ Meal
* Appointments Preparation
e Bathing e Laundry
e Companionship e Home Care
e Respit Care e Grooming
e Errands e Medication
e Memory Care Assistance
® Cognition ® Insurance
eGroceries Billing
e Blood Pressure

Insured ¢ Bonded e Licensed

¢
[T www. StatewideYP.com

Dbusiness owners have either
increased or maintained their

www.statewideyp.com

100’s of your fellow

advertising program in the
upcoming directory.

DON’T BE THE ONLY
BUSINESS LEFT OUT!

5009 W. Clearwater Ave, Ste J | Kennewick, WA
Fax: 509-734-5362 | Email: support@statewideyp.com

8717-138-9829

Hermiston Conference Cen-
ter, or is that the community
center? Or the Chamber of
Commerce headquarters?
Or deluxe quinceafiera
facility? Well, whatever
you call it, it has been the
home of civic events for
more than 20 years in its
most recent incarnation.
Before that, it was a vacant
eyesore for many years, and
before that it was a Safeway
grocery store.

The question is: What
will it be in the future after
the Eastern Oregon Trade
and Event Center is opera-
tional?

It’s pretty clear that
the city doesn’t want to
subsidize two event centers,
at least not for very long.
That’s probably not the best
use of our taxes and fees,
either.

There is, understandably,
a strong affinity for the

Hermiston Conference Cen-
ter. It has served an import-
ant role in our community’s
growth and livability. It was
quite an upgrade to go from
holding large community
events in the corrugated
metal Quonset hut known
as Thompson Hall on the
fairgrounds to the Confer-
ence Center. People and
businesses contributed to
its renovation and are quite
concerned about what will
happen to it going forward.

Perhaps it does have a
future as a conference/com-
munity center. The need
for a facility that size will
likely remain, even after
the larger EOTEC main
structure is built. A key
question is, can the facility,
in whatever role it plays,
pay for itself? If so, perhaps
it has a future under private
ownership.

If not, and if it needs a

public entity as benefactor,
then that may come at a
price. It may mean other
civic needs cannot be met.

We must remember,
change is not necessarily a
bad thing. In fact, change
through growth has been
Hermiston’s mantra for
more than a century. The
purposes of buildings in
town have changed many
times. If a former shoe store
can become a church and
an abandoned grocery store
can become a community’s
center, then anything is
possible.

Help determine what’s
possible by applying for
one of the seats on the
committee. And if you can
help it come up with a new,
better name for the commit-
tee, that would be good too.

Community Livability
Asset Oversight Commit-
tee has all the makings of
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How to get involved

Toapply: Applications are available at
Hermiston City Hall and on the city’s website
at www.hermiston.or.us

Deadline: 5 p.m. Friday, Oct. 2, 2015

another bad alphabet soup,
nonsensical acronym. We
don’t need CLAOC. We
already have EOTEC and
HAREC.

What we need is a Fred
Meyer. And a Carl’s Jr. And
maybe an indoor swimming
pool. More apartment hous-
ing would be good too. My
list is getting longer. What’s
on your list?

Gary L. West is editor of
the Hermiston Herald and
Hermiston editor for the
East Oregonian. Reach him
at gwest@hermistonher-
ald.com or follow him on
Twitter @GaryLWest or on
Facebook at www.facebook.
com/journalist.glwest.

VERIZON & AT&T

PLUS, UNLIMITED CONTRACT PAYOFF

Just bring in your bill and
we’'ll beat your current
Verizon or AT&T plan, or
you'll get a $50 Promo Card.

Plus, take advantage of our
unlimited contract payoff.

snmsune GAlAXY S6

Undo your contract. Learn more at uscellular.com/undo.

Things we want you to know: Offer applies to current Verizon or AT&T customers on Shared Data Plans only and applies to the monthly recurring price plan only. Any applied discounts shall be valid for the
first 24 months. Regular pricing applies thereafter. Must port in all lines of service on account. Offer valid on Shared Connect Plans up to 20GB. Offer valid only with the following devices: handsets, Tablets,
routers, modems, hotspots and Home Phones. Customer must provide their current wireless bill for review. U.S. Cellular, at its sole discretion, has the right to deny an offer for any bill that appears altered or
fraudulent. Shared Connect Plan and Retail Installment Gontract required. Credit approval also required. A $26 Device Activation Fee applies. A Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies (currently $1.82/line/month);
this is not a tax or gvmt. required charge. Additional fees, taxes, terms, conditions and coverage areas apply and may vary by plan, service and phone. Gontract Payoff Promo: Gustomer will be reimbursed for
the Early Termination Fee (ETF) or remaining device balance reflected on final bill. Offer valid on up to 6 consumer lines or 25 business lines. Must port in current number to U.S. Cellular and purchase new
device through a Retall Installment Contract on a Shared Connect Plan. Submit final bill identifying ETF or final device balance owed within 60 days of activation date to uscellular.com/contractpayoff or via
mail to U.S. Cellular Contract Payoff Program 56591-61; PO Box 752257 El Paso, TX 88575-2257. To be eligible, customer must register for My Account, purchase Device Protection+ and turn in the old
device. Reimbursement in the form of a U.S. Cellular MasterCard® Debit Card issued by MetaBank® Member FDIC, pursuant to license from MasterCard International Incorporated. This card does not have cash
acoess and can be used at any merchant location that accepts MasterCard Debit Cards within the U.S. only. Card valid through expiration date shown on front of card. Allow 12-14 wesks for processing. $50
U.S. Gellular Promotional Card: If U.S. Cellular's Shared Connect and Retail Installment monthly plan price cannot beat your current Shared Connect monthly plan price with AT&T or Verizon, you will be provided
a S50 U.S. Cellular Promotional Card issued by MetaBank, Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. One per account. To receive
card, customer must go to beatyourplan.hit2c.com to register. Card will be received in 6-8 weeks. Device Protection+: Enrollment in Device Protection+ required. The monthly charge for Device Protection+
is $8.99 for Smartphones. A deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel Device Protection+ anytime. Federal Warranty Service Corporation is the Provider of the Device Protection+ ESC benefits,
except in CA and OK. Limitations and exclusions apply. For complete details, see an associate for a Device Protection+ brochure. Device Turn-In: Customer must turn in all active devices from their former
carrier's plan. Customer is responsible for deleting all personal information from device and removing any storage cards from devices. Devices must power on and cannot be pin locked. Device must be in fully
functional working condition without any liquid damage or broken components, including, but not limited to, a cracked display or housing. Devices will not be returned to customer should they cancel transaction.
Not eligible for U.S. Cellular's in-store or mail-in trade-in program. To be eligible, customer must register for My Account. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal
Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and
Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Offers valid at participating locations only and cannot be combined. Not available online or via telesales. See store or uscellular.com for details. Limited-time offer.
Trademarks and trade names are the property of their respective owners. ©2015 U.S. Cellular



