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Committee will research options to make city a better place to live

New group will plot
out city’s next 10-20
years and future of
Conference Center

By JADE McDOWELL
Staff Writer

The future of the Herm-
iston Conference Center
will be only the first order
of business for a new short-
term committee approved
Monday by the City Coun-
cil.

Councilors  expressed
a reluctance to continue
subsidizing the conference
center once the city starts
contributing $50,000 a year
toward operation of the

Eastern Oregon Trade and
Event Center, and created
the Community Livability
Asset Oversight Committee
to come up with a solution.

The new committee also
will look at community as-
sets that are already in place
or others that residents
would like to see built.

City Manager Byron
Smith told the City Coun-
cil Monday that citizens
approach City Hall all the
time with ideas the city
should invest in to make
Hermiston a more livable
place. He said the commit-
tee could prioritize a list of
ideas so that the city can
start saving money or jump
on grant opportunities that
arise.

“I think this is a great

opportunity to look into the
future more than one bud-
get at a time,” he said.

Assistant City Manager
Mark Morgan said the com-
mittee could research ideas
that have been put forth and
put some “hard economic
data” to them. He said the
citizen input gathered from
the process also will help
the city have a better idea
of what is important to res-
idents.

“This gives us an oppor-
tunity to step back and say,
‘What does the community
want from us in terms of
these big investments?’” he
said.

To facilitate the pro-
cess, including gathering
community input, city staff
have selected consulting

firm Barney & Worth, Inc.
According to a staff report
the process will cost the
city $48,000 and staff are
pursuing two grants that
could cover the cost.

Staff recommended
20 prominent community
members sit on the Com-
munity Livability Asset
Oversight Committee. At
the suggestion of Council-
or John Kirwan, the City
Council voted to add five
more seats to the committee
in order to include residents
who are not already heavily
involved in other communi-
ty boards and committees.

Applications for the
committee are available at
City Hall and on the city’s
website at www.hermiston.
or.us and are due by 5 p.m.

Oct. 10. The committee is
expected to last four to six
months and produce an
action plan for the city to
pursue over the next 10-20
years.

During Monday’s meet-
ing, the council also ap-
proved an intergovern-
mental agreement with
the Oregon Department of
Transportation, which is
starting a $750,000 proj-
ect to add a traffic signal
to the intersection of Or-
chard Avenue and South-
west 11th Street.

Acting as the Hermis-
ton Urban Renewal Agen-
cy, the council also ap-
proved a $40,000 facade
grant to Richard Hunsak-
er for brickwork and stuc-
co on the outside of the

new Holiday Inn Express
that will be constructed
on the corner of Hermis-
ton Avenue and Highway
395.

City planner Clint
Spencer said facade grants
were usually capped at
$10,000, but considering
the “substantial invest-
ment” the hotel will be
to the urban renewal dis-
trict and the fact that the
developer was spending
extra money to help the
hotel blend in with sur-
rounding architecture, he
recommended approving
the $40,000.

The agency had bud-
geted $60,000 for grants
this year and there are no
other applications cur-
rently submitted.

Feves gallery hosts ‘Not Simply Here’

Renee Couture and Heather Good-
wind are featured in the re-opening ex-
hibition of the Betty Feves Memorial
Gallery after the summer break.

The opening reception is Thursday,
Sept. 24, from 4:30-6:30 p.m. at the
gallery, located in Pioneer Hall at Blue
Mountain Community College, 2411
N.W. Carden Ave., Pendleton. It’s free
and open to the public.

“Not Simply Here” features the
work of Couture of Glide and Good-
wind of Portland, who depict land-
scapes, human responses to them and
experiences with them.

Couture explores the connections
and relationships people have with
their surrounding landscapes. Her
technique combines digital collage
and drawings to create depictions of
relationships people have with nature.

Using paints, ink and graphite,
Goodwind creates abstract landscapes
that physically embody emotional ex-
periences. Her work has been influ-
enced by her time spent living in New
York, Argentina and China.

The exhibit runs through Oct. 22.
The gallery is open Monday through
Thursdays from 11 am. to 2 p.m.,,
and by appointment by calling 541-
278-5952. The Betty Feves Memorial
Gallery is a nonprofit exhibit space
showcasing emerging and established
artists. The gallery will celebrate its
25th anniversary this winter.

BMCC offers Zumba in Boardman

A fall Zumba class offered through
Blue Mountain Community College
in Boardman will encourage partici-
pants to get moving.

Zumba is a dance fitness program
that features salsa, hip-hop, mambo
and other types of upbeat music.

Instructor Joy Bittinger will lead
sessions Monday, Wednesday and
Thursdays from 4:15-5:15 p.m. The
class starts Monday, Sept. 21, and runs
for eight weeks. The cost is $60 or $34
for seniors 62 and over.

To register or for more information,
call 541-481-2099, stop by BMCC
Boardman at 300 N.E. Front St., or
visit www.bluecc.edu.

Power outages blamed on border blaze

By GEORGE PLAVEN
Staff Writer

ley as the fire bore down
on 30-40 structures, and
fishermen were also told

School district recruits people with experience in professional fields

No teaching credentials, no problem for
those with real world knowledge

By SEAN HART
Staff Writer

A shortage of trained teach-
ers is leaving school districts
short-handed, so replacements
without  educational  back-
grounds are being recruited from
other professions to fill the gap.

This school year at Umatil-
la School District, two science
teachers are embarking on a new
career after years of real-world
experience in the subject.

Dan Durfey at the middle
school and Amy Jewett at the
high school are two of 52 in the
state who have received three-
year alternative route licenses to
teach while they complete mas-
ter’s degree programs in educa-
tion.

Jewett worked in Arlington
as a chemist for Chemical Waste
Management of the Northwest
for eight years. She said her first
two weeks managing a class-
room have been difficult, but she
believes she will learn the skills
necessary to teach.

“I can already sense some im-
provement in my teaching style
from last week to this week,”
she said. “As time passes and [
get more experience, I’ll defi-
nitely get better.”

Durfey, 43, worked as the
Umatilla County Weed Control
supervisor for the last 10 years,
with a total of 20 years of expe-
rience in the profession. He said
he was asked if he was interest-
ed in becoming an educator.

“I’ve done a lot of education
in the other (weed control) job
with the Watershed Field Days
and Earth Day,” he said. “So it
was like I could just carry this
on over. And the opportunity
just presented itself, and I want-
ed to be with my kids more so |
thought, ‘Why not?’”

Both teachers already had

early,” Jessee said. “A
10,000-acre fire is signif-

bachelor’s degrees in science,
which were required to obtain
the three-year license. They also
were required to pass a test on
national and state civil rights
laws and professional ethics, as
well as a rigorous state test re-
quired for the grade-level and
subject-matter area.

“I had to study for it,” Durfey
said of the science test. “It was
like going back to school again.
It was pretty difficult. There was
a lot of stuff in there that I did
in college, so it wasn’t that bad.
But a lot of the stuff I forgot.”

Durfey said his first two
weeks as a teacher went fairly
well. He is teaching two stan-
dard life sciences classes and
five science, technology, en-
gineering and math-based sci-
ence classes for seventh- and
eighth-grade students. He said
the STEM classes allow him to
design the curriculum, and he
plans to utilize his real-world
knowledge.

“I’m going to bring 20 years
of experience in here from ev-
erything I’ve seen that you don’t
see in the textbook,” he said. “If
you go to school and graduate,
this is exactly what you will be
doing in a job.”

Durfey, who is also a coach,
said he plans to start his master’s
program after football season.
He said the school district has
been very supportive, helping
him in the classroom and with
his own ongoing education.

Superintendent Heidi Sipe,
who also chairs the state licens-
ing commission, said the alter-
native route license requires a
dual application from both the
educator and the district.

“It’s the school district com-
mitting to help train this per-
son,” she said. “We understand
that they didn’t come through a

230-kilovolt power line
and caused power out-

.

traditional route, and we’re go-
ing to provide the supports need-
ed to make this successful.”

Sipe said the district must
also complete dual applications
for many of the other nontra-
ditional license types. She said
the district can also help obtain
temporary emergency licenses
for people who are missing a re-
quired component.

Sipe said the different paths
to licensure are not new, and she
did not believe the percentage of
nontraditional teachers dramati-
cally increased this year. How-
ever, she said that funding has
forced her to cut positions in six
of the eight years she has been
an administrator. If education
funding improves and the dis-
trict is able to re-establish those
positions, Sipe said finding qual-
ified people to fill them may be
difficult.

“When that happens, I’'m re-
ally concerned about finding
educators because a lot of peo-
ple left the profession altogether
due to the stress of budget cuts,”
she said. “We’ve had fewer peo-
ple entering education prep pro-
grams.
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First-year science teacher Dan Durfey, left, works with seventh-grader Eli
Meza at Clara Brownell Middle School in Umatilla Friday. Durfey was the
Umatilla County Weed Control supervisor for 10 years and had a total of 20
years of experience in the industry before becoming a teacher this year.

Why are they going to enter a
program from which people are
being laid off left and right?”

According to federal Title II
reports, 4,203 Oregon students
were enrolled in teacher prepa-
ration programs with 2,221
completing the program in
2008-09. The most recent report
from 2012-13 shows only 1,891
students enrolled with 1,672
completing the program.

Oregon is not the only state
in which students are electing
not to become teachers. Nation-
al Title II reports show 719,081
students were enrolled in teach-
er prep programs in 2008-09 and
only 499,800 were enrolled in
2012-13.

Sipe said more teachers will
likely be needed to fill the void,
and she encouraged people to
consider the profession.

“One of my jobs as an edu-
cator is to be sure people under-
stand what an amazing career
this is and how awesome it is to
impact students,” she said. “Yes,
there are absolutely stresses in
this profession, but the benefits
far outweigh the stress.”

ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE
THE 10 WARNING SIGNS

FREE presentations by Jennifer Baus from the
Alzheimer's Association. If you or someone you
know is experiencin i
changes, it's time to

memory loss or behavioral
earn the facts. Learn the 10

Firefighters  worked
through the night Sunday
and early Monday morn-
ing battling a 10,000-
acre wildfire along the
Columbia River at the
Oregon-Washington bor-

der.

The blaze, which
erupted at about 2 a.m.
Sunday in  northern

Umatilla County, raced
through dried grass and
sagebrush, closed High-
way 730 for most of
the day and threatened
homes in nearby Wallula,
Washington.
Preliminary  evacua-
tion orders were issued
for Wallula and Port Kel-

to leave the river. Crews
from multiple agencies
did back burns around
Wallula to protect the
community, and managed

to contain the flames
overnight.
Firefighters finished

mopping up by 6:17 a.m.
Monday, said Liz Jessee,
director of Walla Walla
County Emergency Man-
agement.

Nobody was hurt, and
the cause of the fire re-
mains under investiga-
tion.

“It was an amazing re-
sponse. A lot of resources
were put on the fire very
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icant, but it could have
been much worse.”
Highway 730 was re-
opened Sunday evening,
and all evacuations have
been lifted. The fire tem-
porarily knocked out a

_

ages for 3,950 Umatil-
la Electric customers,
though power was re-
stored by the afternoon.
Another Eastern Ore-
gon wildfire has grown
to nearly 20 square miles.
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Is Your Daughter
Celebrating Her
Quinceanera?

Share the happy

announcement!
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Submit your info online at:
www.hermiston.herald.com/hh/submit-quinceanera
or e-mail us at: editor@hermistonherald.com
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Warning Signs of Alzheimer's disease.
September 17 ¢ 6:00-7:00pm
GSMC Conference Room Center 1

POWERFUL TOOLS
FOR THE CAREGIVER

Build a tool kit for taking better care of yourself
while caring for a loved one. Learn how fo
reduce stress and relax, communicate effectively,
reduce guilt and anger, make tough
and set goals and problem solve.
Must attend the first class.
Registration is required as space is limited.
Sign up deadline: Sept. 21st.
September 23 ¢ 2:30-5:00pm
GS Medical Office Plaza room 1

decisions,

LIVING WELL WITH
CHRONIC CONDITIONS

Get the support you need and

find positive and

practical wo?/s to deal with chronic health issues.
_Classes help you make a step-by-step plan to
improve your hedlth... and your life. Please pre-
register as space’is limited.
Six weekly classes starting Sept. 28
1:30 pm - 4:00 pm
including a 20 minute break

TAl CHI

FREE class to work on balance and strengthening -
great for all ages. Mondays ¢ 9:15-10:15am
GSMC Wellness Office

Working every day to promote a healthy community
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HEALTH CARE SYSTEM
Education and Wellness Services 667-3509
For information or to register for a class,
call (541) 667-3509 or email healthinfo@gshealth.org




