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O bring a pro rodeo to Hermiston. Local native Bothum, who rode 

100 rodeos a year in his prime, got together with his wife, Cyd, 
Butch Knowles, his wife, Mary, to try to bring a pro rodeo to 
Hermiston. In 1987, Knowles won the average at the NFR, and a 
party was held in Hermiston for him. At that time, the Umatilla 
County Fair had a rodeo, but it was a junior rodeo.

So Knowles and Bothum pitched a pro rodeo to Janet Aiken, 
the fair manager, and a preliminary plan was hatched. At a fair 
board meeting, there was some resistance and the fair allowed 
a pro rodeo to occur at the fair grounds during the fair, but 

it was a dud.
Bothum and Knowles convinced some of 

the top cowboys in the world to come to 
Hermiston, and got stock from renowned 
contractor Frank Beard to bring some of 
the best broncs, bulls 
and calves to be used. 

They raised $1,000 
from the community to 
attract some of the best cow-

“I think people will really like 

and Heppner native, Tony Currin 
told the Hermiston Herald before 

good cowboys they’ll have from 
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work in preparation for this year’s rodeo. Continues on page 7

 541-567-0990 • 2372 N. 1st (Hwy 395)• Hermiston, OR 97838

 Let our 
 friendly 

 staff help 
 you find a 
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 PATTY LOOMAN

 OFFICE MANAGER (both offices)

 VANESSA SOLIS
 OFFICE ASSISTANT (both offices)

 www.hermistonpropertymanagement.com

 www.hermistonrealtynow.com 
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 PAM WILSON   Broker
 541-701-7846
 pamwilson.c21@gmail.com 

 DONN WALLS   Principal Broker/Owner, GRI, ABR
 541-571-2121 •  donn@eoni.com

 SANDY ALLEN  Buyers Agent Specialist/Principal Broker
 541-571-6125 • homes4uC21@msn.com

 TONI WILLIAMSON  Broker
 541-588-2150
 toni.williamson27@yahoo.com

 CHRISTY MARSING   Broker
 541-786-1613 • christymarsing@ymail.com

myfirstccu.orgFederally insured by NCUA.

*The ANNUAL PERCENTAGE RATE of 1.49% for 60 months applies to automobiles 2005 or newer; monthly payments 
are estimated at $28.43 per $1,000 financed with no down payment. The APR, repayment period and loan-to-value 
limits are based on creditworthiness, loan amount and collateral. Rates may change without notice. Some restrictions 
may apply. 
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