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By GARY L. WEST
Herald editor

The front page of the 
Hermiston Herald on Aug. 11, 
1955, said “Raging Blaze De-
stroys Fair Buildings Here.” 

One story told of the 
devastation, under the sub-
heading “All Major Wooden 
Buildings Burned In 20-Min-
ute Blaze.” The  re bro e 
out on Monday, Aug. 8 and 
wiped out the horse barns, 
e hibit buildings,  ower 
show buildings and the Co-
lumbia Grange concession 
stand. Two other concession 
stands, those for the Disabled 
American Veterans and Ea-
gles Lodge, were damaged 
beyond repair.

Two tin buildings for com-
mercial and livestoc  e hibits 
were spared.

At the press deadline for 
the Aug. 11 edition, the cause 

of the  re 
was be-
lieved to 
be spar s 

from a controlled burn to get 
rid of weeds, which spread to 
the horse barn. The barn was 
in the midst of being painted 
at the time.

A temporary school on the 
grounds in ar  Hall was also 
damaged and 00 feet of  re 

hose was also destroyed.
Another story on the page 

was headlined “Bigger, Bet-
ter Fair romised.” As  re-
 ghters were still mopping 

up the smoldering  ames Fair 
manager Bennie Hic s and 
D.R. “ am” Coo , a county 
judge (what we would today 
call a county commissioner in 

matilla County  were wor -
ing the phones to arrange for 
tents and other equipment so 
the fair could still ta e place 
as scheduled, a little over a 
wee  later, Aug. 1 -20.

Portable buildings were 
borrowed from the Umatilla 
Ordnance Depot.

“Less than 24 hours after 
the  re, the grounds was clear 
and the portable buildings 
were being set up at the rate 
of three an hour,” the Herald 
reported.  It went on to say, “a 
public wor  party to put the 
 nal touches on the grounds 

probably will be necessary 
one day early ne t wee  .... 
Carpenters Local 933 and the 
junior chamber of commerce 
have volunteered to help in 
any way needed.”

In the Aug. 18 edition, it 
was reported that the fair did 
start on time, but not without 
some mixed reviews.

“You can’t get away from 
it. The setting of the 1955 
Umatilla County Fair is an 
improvement,” the Herald 
reported. The on-grounds 
par ing, which had not been 
utilized previously, was quite 
popular and the tight arrange-
ment of 65 small ammunition 
shelters from the Umatilla 
Ordnance Depot as tempo-
rary structures saved fairgo-
ers a lot of wal ing and were 
said to be cooler than the old 
wooden buildings. 

But there were some 
snags. Commercial exhibi-

tors were still building their 
booths when the fair opened 
and many were not  nished 
until the second day of the 
fair. There were also some 
communication problems be-
tween volunteers and fair of  -
cials as volunteers were wait-
ing to be called to help and 
the fair of  cials just expected 
them to show up. The carni-
val owner also threatened to 
leave when forced to wait to 
set up because the par ing lot 

was being graded. Some tents 
also didn’t show up.

This will be the  nal year 
of the fair in what is now the 
middle of Hermiston. Next 
year, the fair is scheduled to be 
held at new, as-yet-unbuilt fa-
cilities near the Hermiston air-
port. Loo ing at the grounds 
of the Eastern Oregon Trade 
and Event Center today, it 
ta es more than a little imag-
ination to believe all will be 
ready for the 2016 Umatilla 

County Fair. But if Hermiston
and Umatilla County of 1955
could turn mostly bare ground
into a fairgrounds after a  re, 
then the 2015 version, with
more people and 21st century
engineering, ought to be able
to turn the weed patch near
the airport into a fairgrounds,
rodeo arena and event center
in one year’s time, right? After
all, we have 51 more wee s to
do it in than the community
had 60 years ago. 

1955 fair rises out of the ashes
Our history

Hermiston History is a weekly feature in the Hermiston Herald. If you have 
something to share about the history of the greater Hermiston area, send your 
submission to editor@hermistonherald.com with “Hermiston History” in the subject 
line. If you have a question about the area’s history you would like the Herald staff  to 
look into, you can send your questions to the same email address with “Hermiston 
History question” in the subject line.

The front page of the Hermiston Herald on Aug. 11, 1955, reports that all the wooden buildings on 
the matilla ount  airgrounds were destro ed b   re, a little o er a wee  before the fair was 
scheduled to start. With some borrowed temporary buildings from the Umatilla Ordnance Depot 
and a lot of olunteer labor, organi ers were able to still hold the 1955 fair as scheduled.

HISTORY

 Contact
 Jodi Snook

 at  541-278-2670
 or

 jsnook@eastoregonian.com

 BEAUTY SALON FOR SALE

 Southgate, Great Area! Building approx.  1000 sq.ft. on 7200 sq.ft. corner lot. All  equipment included. Asking  $125,000 .  Would consider carrying contract, with  decent down payment! Call 541-276- 0928 to see.

AFFORDABLE  
BEGINNING 
GUITAR 
LESSONS 

CALL COREY 
541-969-9475 FIND WHAT YOU NEED- 

READ THE CLASSIFIEDS!

Pilot Rock
$239,000  3 Bed-
room 2 Bath MFG
Home on 2.12 Acres.
6,650 Sq. Ft. Barn.
Horses or Livestock.
Water Rights.  Beau-
tiful setting along the 
creek.  Very nice 
property.  
MLS# 15612630

Rocky Mikesell  
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

GILLIAM COUNTY,
Arlington, OR – Rare 
rural investment
property. 1,271+/- of
dryland crop, CRP,
pasture and wind tur-
bines. 88 ac. cur-
rently seeded to
wheat, 732 ac. in 
CRP w/7 yrs. re-
maining, 444 ac. of 
range and 10 wind 
turbines all contrib-
ute to the diversity of
this investment lo-
cated in north Cen-
tral Oregon.
$1,800,000. #01214.
The Whitney Land 

Company
541-278-4444

$135,900                    
NEW/ATHENA
Updated 2story 
Athena home 
w/2bedrooms,1bath.  
Large fenced back-
yard, tool shed. 
Quiet neighborhood, 
great school system 
and city park nearby.
Jerry 
541-969-6378cell.  
#15417387

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Homes for Sale,
Other Areas 115

Pendleton
$189,900                   
NORTH HILL BRICK 
HOME.  3bed, 2bath,
1659 s.f.(m/l).  Refin-
ished hardwood 
floors, newer interior 
paint, newer carpet 
in family room. 
Kitchen appliances, 
W/D.  Kevin 
541-969-8243cell . 
#14622211

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

WHEELER 
COUNTY, Twicken-
ham, OR – 7,744.08 
deeded ac. with 
3,407 BLM ac. of 
grazing allotments. 
47 ac. of irrigated 
bottoms. 2 +/- miles 
of John Day River 
frontage. Hunting for 
deer, elk, upland 
birds, waterfowl and 
Mouflon sheep with 
LOP tags. 
$3,975,000. #03414
The Whitney Land 

Company
541-278-4444

UMATILLA 
COUNTY, Pendle-
ton, OR – Auto de-
tail/paint shop & stor-
age units. 1,800 sf 
shop with paint 
booth, ada restroom 
and awning. 5 ea 
10ʼx14ʼ storage units 
on 2 city fenced lots. 
Perfect for owner/op-
erator or 2-3 worker 
operation. Possible 
lease or lease/pur-
chase available. 
$239,900. #03014
The Whitney Land 

Company
541-278-4444

TRULY HISTORIC
Victorian with Formal 
Dining Room, par-
lors, updated kitchen 
surrounded by 
built-ins, and 
old-world craftsman-
ship. Private Patio, 
potting shed, Double 
Garage, RV Parking 
all for $249,000.  
Matt Vogler, 
541.377.9470 
MLS:15527873
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

THE WORK has 
been done! Updated 
Kitchen and Bath-
rooms, Newer Roof, 
Furnace, and Win-
dows, 4 bedrooms, 
Covered Deck, Ga-
rage, Fenced Yard, 
Call Matt Vogler, 
$129,900, 
541.377.9470 
MLS15273774
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

REDUCED TO
99,900, one level 3 
bedroom, flat lot with 
fenced backyard. 
New Roof, Open 
Concept, Nice 
kitchen, Patio, Excel-
lent Value, Call Matt 
Vogler 541.377.9470
MLS:15127217
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

PRICE DROP,
$184,500, $178,500, 
Now $169,900. Open 
Concept, 3 bedroom 
2 bath, Vaulted Ceil-
ing, Backyard opens 
to Rice Park, Newer 
Roof, Dog Run, Matt 
Vogler, $169,900, 
541.377.9470, 
MLS:15026248
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

Pendleton
$280,000
COMMERICAL/
RESIDENTIAL.  Ab-
solutely stunning 
view property, possi-
ble conversion to 
residential.   Beauti-
ful view office/resi-
dence just 5 minutes 
from downtown.  
Near I-84, Red Lion.   
Jef 541-276-0021.  
#15084901

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$250,000   NEW                  
3 BED, 2 BATH with 
a 40x60 shop/garage 
on 2.06 acres. Horse 
shelters, dog run 
fenced, deck 
w/views.  Dawn Bla-
lack 
541-310-9563cell.  
#15684057

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

$57,500 – 1-2 Bed-
room on the flat.  
Gas radiant heat.  
Full Basement for 
lots of storage.  A lot 
of home for the 
money.  MLS# 
15553540

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton
$228,000
SELLER WILL CON-
TRIBUTE $5,000 
TOWARDS BUY-
ERS CLOSING 
COSTS.  Remod-
eled, Grecian 
Heights home, 
.46acre lot.  3bed-
rooms, 2.5baths, 
family room, possible 
4thbedroom. Deck, 
2173s.f.(m/l) garage.  
Marsha 
541-377-5152 
#15079244

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$190,000             
3.14 ACRES (m/l), 
w/commercial zone.  
2bedroom, 2bath 
manufactured home. 
Updated kitchen, 
flooring, baths, metal 
roof.  Garden shed.  
Large commercial 
shop, second 
home/rental Vicki 
541-969-9441cell.  
#15434444 

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$184,000                            
MOVE-IN CONDI-
TION.  3bed/3bath 
with large deck and 
backyard with a 
view.  Double ga-
rage, RV parking.  
Dori 
541-310-1001cell. 

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$149,900
MORE FOR YOUR 
MONEY!  3bed, 
2bath, corner lot.  
Remodeled kitchen, 
baths feature tile-
work, concrete 
counters.  Wood 
floors, double pane 
windows, gas-log 
fireplace. Debi 
541-379-0404cell.  
#15194376

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

Pendleton
$149,900                  
RIVER VIEW!  2010 
Skyline manufac-
tured home, 
Westridge package. 
3bed, 2bath, 1232 
s.f.(m/l) w/open floor 
plan.  Gas heat/cool.  
Garage, RVparking. 
Landscaped, 
w/fenced backyard.  
Cari 
541-377-5058cell.  
#14415331

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$145,000
1LEVEL, 3BED, 
1.5BATH with up-
dates galore! Newer 
refinished hardwood 
floors, roof, window, 
FAG heat/cool, appli-
ances, UGS.  Seller 
Oregon licensed 
Real Estate Agent.
Glenn 509 551-0035 
#15586700

Coldwell Banker 
Whitney

(541) 276-0021

Over 1200 
Homes for Sale

www.east
oregonreal
estate.com

FREE BUYERS and 
Sellers Consultation 
discussing, “How 
Much is your Home 
Worth?” and No 
Money Down Pro-
grams for Buyers.
Call Matt Vogler, The 
Weekend & After 
Hours Realtor, 
541.377.9470
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

FOR SALE
by Owner
Beautiful 

3/bedroom/2 bath 
home on 5 irrigted 
acres.  3/stall barn, 
arena, garage/shop 

w/wood heat.  
$295,000

541-969-8099

CONTEMPORARY 
ELEGANCE in Pre-
mier Location, 4 bed-
room, 3 bath, Featur-
ing Granite Count-
ers, Custom Cabi-
nets, Hardwood 
Floors, Vaulted Ceil-
ings, RV Parking and 
more. $324,000, Call 
Matt Vogler, 
541.377.9470 MLS: 
15080070
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY

All real estate adver-
tising in this newspa-
per is subject to the 
Fair Housing Act
which makes it illegal 
to advertise any pref-
erence, limitation, or 
discrimination based 
on race, color, relig-
ion, sex, handicap, fa-
milial status, or na-
tional origin, or an in-
tention to make any 
such preference, limi-
tation, or discrimina-
tion." Familial status 
includes children un-
der the age of 18 liv-
ing with parents or le-
gal custodians, preg-
nant women, and peo-
ple securing custody 
of children under 18.
This newspaper will 
not knowingly accept 
any advertising for 
real estate which is in 
violation of the law. 
Our readers are 
hereby informed that 
all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspa-
per are available on 
an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of 
discrimination, call 
HUD toll-free at 
1-800-669-9777. The 
toll-free telephone 
number for the hear-
ing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275.

$485,000  COUN-
TRY Living!  Gor-
geous 4 Bedroom, 3 
Bath Custom home 
on 8.9 Acres 20 
miles South of 
Pendleton.  Large 
Garage and 40x60 
Shop. Vaulted Great 
Room.  Creek and 2 
Ponds.  MLS# 
13340891   

Rocky Mikesell  
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

$328,500 – Home, 
Shops, & Barn on 
18+ acres.  Ranch 
House is 2,686 Sq. 
Ft.  40x60 Shop, 
22x30 Shop, 36x40 
Barn, all on 18+ 
acres 15 miles from 
Pendleton.  
MLS# 15321324

Rocky Mikesell  
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

$265,000 – 3 Bed-
room 2 Bath MFG 
Home on 3.1 Acres.  
30x50 Shop.  Gor-
geous Home with a 
stunning view.  Se-
cluded location.  A 
lot of room on this 
hilltop property.  
MLS# 14550263

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

$220, 000 TURN
Here for 5 in 1 OP-
PORTUNITY. 5 Tax 
lots and houses in 
cul de sac for single 
price .Seller will carry 
financing with ac-
ceptable down. 2 
homes immediately 
rentable, 3 need TLC 
offering potential. 
#15043206 -Invest-
ment Opportunity
541 377 6855 Turn 
Here Realty 

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL 

541 377 6855

$205,000 – 4 Bed-
room 3 Bath  2362 
sq ft. Home.  Very 
nice condition 
throughout. Large 
back deck. Fenced 
back yard.  Gor-
geous view.  .   
MLS# 14029793

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

$20,000 PRICE Re-
duction, Excellence 
describes this 
4bdrm, 2.5bath 
home with Brazilian 
Teak Hardwood 
Floors, Custom 
Kitchen w/2 Ovens, 
Energy Efficient, 
Handicap Accessi-
ble, 1000 sf heated 
garage. City and 
Mountain Views, 
TOO MUCH TO 
LIST! Matt Vogler 
541.377.9470
$319,000 
MLS15645732
John J. Howard & 

Associates
541-377-9470

$199,000  4 Bed 3 
Bath Home.  Very 
nice throughout.  
Newer Kitchen.  Co-
rian Counter tops.  
Newer Furnace and 
Central Air.  Two car 
garage.  
MLS#13384063 

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

$199, 900 for 1.83 
acres 6 bed w/2 bath 
home + smaller 
manufactured rental 
home to help with 
your financing . 
#15461834 Seller 
may carry. Call Kerry 
to tour 541 377 
6855

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL 

541 377 6855

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

$149,900-HOME 
WITH BUSINESS 
POSSIBILITIES!! 
ZONE C-3 located 
on 0.38 AC (m/l) 
2,288 sq. ft. with 
huge 
“gourment-type” 
kitchen.  HW floors, 
fireplace.  Great care 
facility etc.! Parking.  
Call for City list of al-
lowed uses!!  
RMLS#15033690  
CALL MARGE LAPP

Pendleton 
Southgate Realty

(541) 276-1957

$127,500 REDUCED
– 3 Bedroom 1.5 
Bath Home.  Over 
2,000 Square ft.  
Large living room.   
Small separate 
house.  Garage/Stor-
age building.  Great 
location.  MLS# 
14049686

Rocky Mikesell  
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

$127,500 – 3 Bed-
room 2 Bath MFG 
Home.  Detached 2 
car garage.  Low 
maintenance yard.  
RV Parking.  Nice 
condition throughout.  
Close to BMCC & 
shopping.  MLS#  
15491164

Rocky Mikesell  
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

$116 000 3 bed 2 
bath home -- Floor-
plan gives wonderful 
use of this home- - 
Landscaped and 
ready with large car-
port and offstreet 
parking with front 
and rear porches for 
your view and cof-
fee #15177595 Call 
Kerry for your tour of 
this and any home 
on your list

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL 

541 377 6855

$105,000 – 2-3 Bed-
room.  1236 Square 
Feet.  Detached Ga-
rage.  Updated 
kitchen and bath-
room.  Close to 
shopping.  MLS# 
15417557

Rocky Mikesell  
Blue Jeans Realty

(541-379-8690)

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

ISO ANYONE who 
knew Hannah 

Loretta Platt or Mary 
Henrie. Families of 

Zeb Platt or 
Ellen & John Rich-
ards. Please Call 

Lora Jean  
509-524-3173 

Personals 20

Email or Call 
Paula @

classifieds@
eastoregonian.

com
541-278-2678
to place your 
classified ad!!

Personals 20

TURN HERE Travel 
for Itineraries and
Bookings-- 541 377 
6855 -Specializing in 
Escorted Group 
tours to Australia and 
see it from the 
Downunder View--

TURN HERE 
REALTY & TRAVEL 

541 377 6855

Travel 12

WANTED GRANT
Writer for the Gilliam 
County Historical So-
ciety, located in Con-
don, Oregon. Inquire 
at gilliamcohistorical-
society@gmail.com.
Call President Karen 

Wilde
541-454-2995

View all 
state wide legal 
notices online at

www.public
noticeads.com/

PLEASE CHECK
YOUR AD ON THE

FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.

While we are happy to 
make any necessary 
correction, we cannot 
be responsible for er-
rors appearing for 
multiple days. Thank 
you!

CLASSIFIED LINE 
AD DEADLINES

Edition:

East Oregonian
Tuesday

3pm Monday
Wednesday

3pm Tuesday
Thursday

3pm Wednesday
Friday

3pm Thursday
Saturday

3pm Friday

Hermiston Herald
Wednesday
3pm Monday

Call Paula

541-278-2678

classifieds@
eastoregonian.com

 CLASSIFIED M ARK ETPL A C E
 Pla ce cla ssified  a d s on lin e a t www.ea storeg on m a rketp la ce.com  or ca ll 5 4 1-278-26 78

CLASSIFIEDS GET
results!

BUY IT! SELL IT!
FIND IT!

The Hermiston Herald
Classified

1-800-962-2819


