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Echo’s Gonzales 
key reason behind 
team’s success
BY SAM BARBEE
HERMISTON HERALD

Following her freshman 
season, there was no indi-
cation that Mackenzie Gon-
zales was going to carry 
the Echo Cougars the next 
season. 

around .130, led the team in 
strikeouts at the plate and 
pitched sparingly on a team 

Head coach Bryan Bai-
ley saw something in the 
struggling freshman, how-
ever. He put her on his 
American Softball Associ-
ation team for the summer, 
and she showed signs of 
being a productive play-
er. Then, that winter, Bai-
ley told Gonzales her role 
would expand on the team, 
that the Cougars were de-
pending on her in the circle 
and in the box come spring.

““She accepted the role,” 
Bailey said. “We talked 
early when we were doing 
winter workouts and said, 
‘You’re going to step into a 
role you’ve never been in,’ 
and she goes, ‘I’m ready for 
it. I’ll do it.’ To me, that’s 
big and helped us get to 
where we’re at.”

---
Softball is part of the 

Gonzales family’s identity. 
“It was kind of expect-

ed,” the sophomore said.
She fell in love with the 

game right away, and by 
the time she was 15 she 
had earned a spot on Echo’s 
varsity team as the back-

up pitcher to senior Megan 
Bailey.

numbers were not mem-
orable, this season she 
helped propel the Cougars 
to places they had never 
been before. Behind Gon-
zales’ wind-mill of an arm 
and power bat, the Cougars 

game in school history May 
20.

Like her coach expected 
of her, Gonzales has been a 
key contributor.

A season after having 
one of the lowest averages 
and most strikeouts, Gon-
zales led Echo in batting 

average, hitting .368, on-
base percentage with .517,
slugging with .632, on-base 

She was four in doubles,
hitting seven, tied with Bai-

with 32, third in hits with
25 and second in RBIs with

It’s no secret why Gon-
zales has had the turn-
around.

“She’s worked, not only
season but off-season, to
get to where she’s at,” Bai-
ley said. 

She was the only Cougar
with an average above .350,
on-base percentage over 
.500, slugging percentage
over .600 and on-base-plus-
slugging over 1.000 on a
team that advanced into the

in a 12-2 loss to Dayton on
Friday.

---
Gonzales’ impact on the

Cougars isn’t just felt from 
the plate. True, she occa-

but her main role is in the
circle.

varsity of action, the soph-
omore has dazzled. In 121
innings, she allowed just

2.37 ERA. Her walks and
hits per innings pitched was 
at 1.5, so she allowed about 
a base-runner and a half per

an above-average fastball,
good dropball, effective ris-
er and dirty change-up. 

Gonzales put herself on
the map earlier this month
when she tossed a perfect 
game at Portland Christian.
On an uncharacteristical-
ly muggy lower Columbia

Power in the circle 
BY SAM BARBEE
HERMISTON HERALD

Days after beating 
-

win, the Echo Cougars 
softball team couldn’t 
keep the ball rolling, 
dropping a 12-2 decision 
to top-ranked Dayton in 

-
noon in Dayton.

Erika Parks was a sol-
itary bright spot for the 
Cougars, going 2-for-3 
at the plate with Echo’s 
only RBI. Hannah McCa-
rty also had a double, and 
Cynthia Curiel checked in 
with a triple.

Dayton got to Echo 
starter Mackenzie Gon-
zales early and often. The 
Pirates plated three in the 

in the second and third, 
and four in the fourth. 
Rachel Fluke led the way, 

doubles, four RBIs and a 
run scored. She was fol-
lowed by Sierra Ray who 
went 2-for-2 with a dou-
ble, triple, three RBIs and 
three runs scored. Gon-

innings pitched, allowing 
12 runs — 11 earned — 
on 12 hits while walking 
four and striking out one. 

Echo’s runs both came 

singled home Beth Mil-
brodt and Kenzie Blan-
kenship.

———
DAYTON 12,  
ECHO 2 (5)

———
-

off game in program his-
tory, the Echo Cougars 
took their time getting 
things going.

They went on to score 
four runs in the fourth in-
ning and seven in the sev-
enth and held off a desper-
ate rally in the bottom of 
the seventh to hold off the 
Rogue River Chieftains 

-
noon at Rogue River.

Gonzales continued the 
tear she started this sea-
son, tossing seven solid 
innings, notching eight 

strikeouts and allowing 
one earned run on just 
three hits. Not to outdo 
herself in the box, the 
sophomore went 2-for-

three RBIs and clubbed 
her second home run 
of the season. Monique 
Montoya added a couple 
of RBIs and Bailey Srofe, 
Jaime Christopher and 
Parks had two hits each. 

Parks took a hard tag 
to the face while trying to 
steal second and got a nas-
ty cut on the inside of her 
lip and a bloody nose. 

Head coach Bryan 
Bailey said she refused 
to come out of the game, 
and “the team fed off her 
determination.” Srofe also 
made a spectacular diving 
catch on a line drive in the 
hole that also added to the 
Cougars’ energy.

The game went score-
less for three innings be-
fore Echo scored. The 
Cougars pushed four 
across in the fourth when 
Parks reached on a bunt 
single, Srofe singled to 
left and Gonzales parked 
a 2-0 pitch over the left-

Then Cynthia Curiel came 
up big with an RBI triple 

The score would stay 
there until the seventh, 
when Echo got seven 
more runs. Parks and 
Montoya had RBI dou-
bles, Srofe bunted home 
Hannah McCarty and 
Gonzales reached on an 
error, allowing Montoya 
to scamper across the 
dish. After an out, Cu-
riel reached on an error, 
plating both Srofe and 
Gonzales for an 11-0 
lead.

But Echo committed 
three errors in the bottom 
of the seventh to essen-
tially hand Rogue River 
three unearned runs.

“It was a great team 
win for our community 
and supporters,” Bailey 
said.

———

ECHO 11,  
ROGUE RIVER 4

Echo softball state 
run ends with 12-2 

loss to Dayton

Former Hermiston and 
current Eastern Oregon 
softball player Gracie Flyg 
has been named to the 2015 
Daktronics NAIA Schol-
ar-Athletes, the NAIA Na-

The honor is award-
ed to NAIA athletes who 
maintain a 3.5 GPA or 
better and have achieved 

junior academic standing. 
-

for the Mountaineers. She 
-

ting average, scored 16 
run and drove in 17 more. 

EOU completed its 
season last month. The 
team was 18-27 on the 
season.

Flyg receives NAIA 
academic honor

A hard-throwing right-hander, Mackenzie Gonzales of Echo 
also possesses a good dropball, riseball and change-up that 
keep hitters off balance.

SEE GONZALES/A10

SEE ODFW/A10

BY SAM BARBEE
HERMISTON HERALD

-
gers Friday evening at Cas-
cade Christian in a state 

The Challengers 

knocked around Tigers 
starter Klay Jenson to the 
tune of eight runs — four 
earned — in just an inning 

Dylan Grogan relieved Jen-
son in the second and went 

-
lowing no earned runs and 

striking out 10.
The damage had been 

done, however.

open things. Ryan Bailey, 
who had three RBIs on the 
day, walked with two outs 
and moved to third on a 
Grogan single. He scored 
on a wild pitch with Jenson 
at the plate.

-

on just one hit. Challenger 
starter Cody Coggins, who 
struck out 10 Tigers on the 
mound, doubled home one, 
and then a couple more 

misplayed a grounder and 

have been out of the inning 
tied 1-1, but the two mis-
takes made the difference.

reached base in the second, 
and two scored on a single by 
Will Weaver for an 8-1 lead.

The score stayed there 
until the fourth, when Cas-
cade Christian’s Knute 
Thompson allowing Cas-
cade Christian’s ninth and 

down easy, however. The
Tigers plated four runs in

-
ate attempt to keep their
season alive.

Justin Keeney singled
to lead off. Thyler Monkus
was beaned. Tony Flores 
singled, and then Bailey
pounded a double into the
left-center gap to clear the

Blankenship then grounded
out to drive in Bailey a cou-
ple pitches later, but it was
all the Tigers could muster.

“There’s nothing to
be ashamed of,” head
coach Bryan Johnson said.
“There’s nothing to hang 
our heads about.”

———
CASCADE 

CHRISTIAN 9, 
STANFIELD 6

SEE TIGERS/A10


