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More than 1,000 
people attend 
Saturday event 
in downtown 
Hermiston
BY SEAN HART
HERMISTON HERALD

The Eastern Oregon Arts 
Festival drew a large crowd to 
downtown Hermiston Saturday.

Event co-chair Larry Fet-
ter, Hermiston Parks and Rec-
reation director, said the festi-
val went well.

“We’ve had over 1,000 
people here today,” he said. “A 
goal for me would be to dou-
ble our attendance next year.”

A variety of artists displayed 
and sold their work at booths, 
and pieces were also on display 
for a juried group show. Vir-
ginia Harris, Umatilla, won the 
group show with a watercolor, 
“High Desert Homestead,” and 
was recognized during a recep-
tion Friday.

“It kind of surprised me,” 
she said. “I’m delighted, of 
course. It says there’s a reason 
to keep painting.”

Painter Sandra Spencer, 
Hermiston, was selected by at-
tendees Saturday for the peo-
ple’s choice award.

Chris Huffman, Hermis-
ton, and Karsten Boysen, Port 
Orchard, Washington, worked 
on metal sculptures during the 
festival, and both said they en-
joyed the event. 

“I think this event is great 
and turned out really well,” 
Huffman said. “It was nice to 
see how much the commu-
nity came out for this. It was 
packed.”

Umatilla artist Jeff Wheel-
er said the weather was perfect 
for the festival.

“It’s been a beautiful 
day,” he said. “We couldn’t 
have asked for better weath-
er. We’ve had a lot of people 
come through.”

The event also featured 
entertainment throughout the 
day, a variety of food vendors, 
a farmers market and plant 
sales.

Carol Mills, vice president 
of the Umatilla County Master 
Gardeners, said the event was 
excellent.

“This is our rst year here, 
and we’re very pleased with 
the turnout,” she said. “We’ve 
had more fun with the people 
and kids. We’ll be back next 
year.”

Karen Hutchinson-Talaski 
said the Bloomer Girls Garden 
Club raised more than $400 
for Domestic Violence Ser-
vices with the club’s annual 
plant sale.

“It was a very great turn-
out,” she said.

Eastern Oregon Arts Festival attracts a crowd

SEAN HART PHOTOS
Children participate in arts activities at the Eastern Oregon 
Arts Festival Saturday in downtown Hermiston.

Artists paint during a re-
ception Friday evening that 
kicked off the Eastern Ore-
gon Arts Festival Saturday in 
downtown Hermiston.

Brian Cook, driving the buggy, and Karli Cook, right, offered 
buggy rides at the Eastern Oregon Arts Festival Saturday in 
downtown Hermiston.

Awards were given during a reception Friday for a group art 
show at the Eastern Oregon Arts Festival.

 Emily Ann Smith

 P ILOT  R OCK  H IGH  S CHOOL
 Congratulations! We are so very proud of you. 

 Love Mom & Dad

 Tell your favorite graduate 
 how proud you are in our 

 Graduation 2015
 special section in the 
 East Oregonian and 

 Hermiston Herald
 & share their 

 "Then" & "Now" Photos!

 $ 25 .
 00

 Publishes: May 30 th

 Send in your text and photos to 
 psmootz@eastoregonian.com 

 or bring to Paula at the 
 East Oregonian office by May 18 th .

 Mailing address: Attn: Paula Smootz
 211 SE Byers Ave., Pendleton, OR 97801

 Your Name: 

 Phone Number: 

 Graduate's Name: 

 Graduate's School: 

 Message to Graduate: 

 Private Party Only

3rd Annual 
Mammoth Cup 
Golf Tournament

Sunday, May 17

Wildhorse Resort 
Golf Course

FIRST FRIDAYS
ARE FREE!      
Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm
541.429.7700 
www.tamastslikt.org

Supported by CHI St. Anthony Hospital, Clover Island Inn, 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation, 

Hester & Zehren LLC, NW Public Affairs LLC, 
Port of Kennewick, and Pepsi/Pendleton Bottling Co. 

This ad sponsored by East Oregonian.

Join us as we host a lecture series to  
increase safety awareness on fall prevention, 
common home injuries and provide solutions 
to keep you and your loved one safe!

McKay Creek Estates  
presents:

SAFETY      FIRST
S

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate Place 
Pendleton, Oregon 97801                     www.PrestigeCare.com

For more information or to RSVP, call us at (541) 276-1987 or visit us today!

SafetyMan says 

“Always be Safe to Ensure an Active 
& Independent Lifestyle” 

Healthy Back Habits for Caregivers 
TUESDAY, MAY 26, 3:30PM
Many adults spend a considerable portion of their week caring for aging parents, 
relatives, friends, or other adults. According to the results of a recent study, the stresses 
and strains of providing care to an ill loved one may take a considerable toll on the 
mental and physical health of care- givers — including their back and spine health. 
Learn healthy back habits to keep you safe.

Elder-Friendly Living: Modifying Your Home for Safety 
TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 3:30 PM
No matter when the older person’s home was built and regardless of whether it is 
modern or traditional in style, it likely was designed for young adults and their families. 
As adults age their homes also grow older, but most are not updated to accommodate 
the resident’s changing needs. Home adaptation or modification can provide friendlier 
elder living so older occupants may continue to life safely in the comfort of their home. 

Know Your Numbers 
TUESDAY, JULY 28, 3:30 PM
Are you at risk for diabetes, heart disease and other chronic diseases? Learn about  
the numbers and what they mean for various screenings to stay in control of your 
health. We will talk about cholesterol, blood pressure, body mass index (BMI) numbers 
and more. 


