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HOME & GARDEN

departments often take care 
of the worst offenders such 
as iron-manganese-hydro-

municipal water you likely 

hard water deposits and can 

-

will cost a little more but it 

The only way to truly 

magnesium from house-
hold water systems is with 
a salt-based water soften-

-
ing in the pipes entirely by 

running the incoming hard 

that traps the calcium and 
magnesium in the water — 
as well as any iron, manga-

replaces them with sodium 

A salt-based water 
softener is one home im-

only pay for itself but add 
-

erly sized quality water 
softener appliance can 

-

life in reduced soap and 
detergent costs, electrici-
ty, efficiency and extend-

-

MONEY:
continued from page 7

Budgeting for 
success

which replacement and re-
modeling projects will of-

a schedule and a budget to 

project’s scope, estimates 

-

should not exceed 30 per-

and should be consistent 
with housing trends in your 

What should the bud-
get include? Websites like 

-

start, consider these like-
ly-to-occur expenses:

include labor and may incor-

professional fees, permit 
and inspection charges and, 

three contractor estimates 
to ensure your contractor is 

forgo a contractor? Keep in 
mind you will need to rent or 
buy power tools and equip-
ment and potentially learn 

-
ple, bringing outdated electri-
cal or plumbing installations 

may include tree trimming, 
clearing land, and renting a 

include large expenses and 

and could account for as 
much as half to 75 percent 

an extra 6-to-10 percent for 
waste for materials that are 

VALUE:
continued from page 8

erty they don’t want people 

examples of things people 
can plant to make a resi-

-

“There’s a bunch of dif-
ferent spiny things that you 
can use that are still really 

to alarms and security ser-

the homeowners’ leaning 
towards, these are still going 
to beautify your property 

MAINTENANCE

sure properties are main-
tained — shrubs and foli-
age are trimmed and neat 

and not blocking windows, 
lawns are mowed and
porches and lawns cleared 

maintained, she said, people
understand that somebody
owns that property and

Well-maintained proper-
ties also encourage neigh-
bors to spruce up their 
residences and keep them

is not a new concept, but 
it’s something that is not
widely known, and she is

-
-

and businesses and make
recommendations on what
things property owners can 

667-5112 for information
about a property assess-

CPTED:
continued from page 3

What can we build for you?

Mybackyardbydesign.com

Patio Covers
Pergolas

Sunrooms
Solar Shades

Decks & Handrail
Custom Construction

541-720-0772

Need Shade?
We’ve got you covered!

Proudly Serving
Eastern Oregon

102 E Columbia dr
Kennewick Wa, 99336

Come visit our showroom!

Call today for your
Free Estimate!

 ccb188965

 adirondack chairs
 and

 outdoor furniture
 "Quite possibly the most comfortable chair you'll ever sit in!"

 www.adirondackchairsnw.com 541-379-7388 • Hermiston


