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Patrol officer 
vacancies 
contributed to some 
of the declines
BY SEAN HART
HERMISTON HERALD

Fewer criminal incidents 
were recorded in Umatilla 
in 2014 compared with re-
cent years, but fewer patrol 

contributed to some of the 
decline.

Police Chief Darla Huxel 
said the Umatilla Police De-

-

in the last half of 2014 and 

which reduced the number of 

-
side agency assists.

pretty consistent,” she said. 
“Towards the second part of 
the year, we were down staff. 

-
ple coming on, so some of the 
numbers may be a little lower 
(than normal). The criminal 
cases are pretty consistent, 

There were 492 total traf-

-
egories declined. Insurance 

-

Huxel said some criminal 
categories were also affected 

Outside agency assists fell 
-

-
dents fell from 146 to 65, and 

“Pretty much, last year, 

minimums,” she said. “At 

that’s almost half your patrol 
force, so we struggled.”

UPD is comprised of the 
chief, a lieutenant, a sergeant, 

total criminal cases fell from 

2014, but some of the decline 
was not caused by a reduction 
of staff.

Assaults were reduced by 

-

-
nature of the offender may 

-

what led to the other declines.
Some criminal reports in-

criminal mischief was up 
-
-

authorized entry of a motor 

24 and unauthorized use of a 

-
cies in our area, unauthorized 

cars and going out and start-

them running. From what I 
understand, pretty much the 

-
tilla County saw an increase 
in car thefts, so we’re not an 
anomaly by any stretch of the 
imagination.”

pleased with what the depart-
ment accomplished with the 

year.

numbers,” she said. “I would 

stuff that would address some 

always said that we will be 

DUI arrests because of the 

only going to get worse now. 
We will be doing more train-
ing to address that. When I’m 

-
licing, that’s a number that I 
hope will go up, not go down. 
Numbers can show a couple 

different things.”
Huxel said the depart-

said, recently completed the
police academy and is com-

at the academy. She said the

months, but the department

by this summer.
Huxel said the department

-

targeted enforcement, such as

patrols.
Because of the staff re-

ductions, UPD suspended 
-

tion And Training program
in the schools beginning in
the fall, but Huxel said she
hopes to re-staff that again
soon.

that’s where we need to

a chance to be in the schools
because neither the school nor

do the best we can by getting 

Umatilla crime numbers down in 2014

BY MAEGAN MURRAY
HERMISTON HERALD

-
tary School students learned 

-
ing acts that made other peo-
ple feel good.

The students spent all this 

Great Kindness Challenge,” 

from a list of 50 acts that in-

friend.” They were then en-
couraged to complete some 

-

teacher as one of the acts of 

Jaimez said he helped his 
physical education teach-

Additionally, students had 

during lunch and recess that 

another and teachers. During 
one recess, students swarmed 
the table out on the play-
ground in an effort to write 

“It was chaos. It was so 

class Vice President Taylor 
Durfey said laughing.

What was especially great 
-

dents said, was that no awards 

-
dent Marisol Santa Cruz said 
Friday.

In addition to doing the 

and teachers, some older 

students also had another 
-

“We wanted to show 
-
-

by McNary Heights Vice 

the student body at the school. 

-
ipate in a webinar about the 

heard. He then presented the 
idea to the student council, 

successful,” Cotterell said. “I 
saw a lot of students start the 

doing things for others. We 

the intrinsic and really saw 
-

ness come to life.”
In particular, Cotterell said 

he saw a lot more smiles on 
students’ faces as they were 
challenged to smile at people 
they saw at school.

-
eryone’s list because I am 

-

Cotterell said it will be fun
to analyze all the data collect-

-
dents completed school-wide

Many students said they
found the experience of being

said they will also continue

of an impact it has on others.
-
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McNary Heights Elementary School students lead their school 
in the Pledge of Allegiance Friday morning after being named 
the character trait students of the week for following rules, 
displaying good behavior and being kind to others
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at several monitors at the Umatilla Police Department Thursday. Huxel said incident numbers 
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 a proud community supporter
 HERMISTONSPORTSBOOSTERS . COM

 36TH ANNUAL
 HERMISTON SPORTS BOOSTERS

 STEAK FEED & AUCTION
 Saturday, March 7th • 5:30pm

 Auction starts at 7:00pm
 Hermiston Community Center

 For table reservations, 
 call Paul 541-701-4518 or for

 more info., call Joe 541-567-5811

 Everyone 21 years & over welcome.

 All proceeds will assist Hermiston High 
 School boys and girl athletic programs.

 $ 40
 per person

 CONCEALED CARRY
 PERMIT CLASS

 Oregon - Utah - Valid 35 States

 PENDLETON
 Red Lion - 304 SE Nye Ave.

 February 18 th  • 1:00 pm or 6:00 pm

 Walk-Ins Welcome!
 OR/Utah: (Valid in WA) $80.00 or Oregon only: $45

 www.FirearmTrainingNW.com • FirearmTrainingNW@gmail.com 

 360-921-2071

 I N S U R A N C E

 121 S. Main Street • Pendleton • 541.276.1418
 Online at bisnett.com • 800-303-0419 Online at bisnett.com • 800-303-0419

 Bisnett Insurance is proud 
 to announce

 J OE  Y OUNG
 is now part of the Bisnett 

 Insurance team in Pendleton. 
 Joe has over 10 years of 

 insurance experience and is 
 excited to be back in a position 

 where he can again assist 
 people with their insurance 

 needs. He specializes in farm/
 ranch and commercial 

 insurance, and will soon be 
 pursuing his Agribusiness & 

 Farm Insurance Specialist 
 designation.


