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sible,” she said. “If an ac-
tivity director has a particu-
lar need, they can come get 
books, or they can request 
that I take them some.”

Hansen said Proudfoot 
and fellow Guardian An-
gel Homes resident Judy 
Barkhurst are “voracious 
readers,” so she supplements 
the books delivered to the fa-
cility with special deliveries 
from the library’s shelves to 
those residents.

“It’s great because, other-
wise, where would I get my 
books?” Barkhurst said. “I 
can’t get to the library.”

She has been an avid 
reader since the age of 4 and 

in one day.
“I don’t know how many 

books I’ve read in my life,” 
she said. “I’ve always read a 
lot. My TV is under the desk 
over there. I don’t like TV. I 
get so aggravated at all those 
commercials on there. Why 
am I paying money to watch 
commercials?”

Librarian Marie Baldo 
said the Elderlibraries pro-
gram began during her ten-
ure in 2004 following the 
efforts of her predecessor, 
MLou Williams.

“MLou wrote the grant 
and got it all started, and she 
retired before we were actu-
ally awarded the grant from 
the Meyer Foundation,” she 
said. “It was all her concept.”

Baldo said the two-year 
grant included funding for a 
library van and a part-time 

employee, and the duties 
were transferred to the vol-
unteer coordinator when the 
funds expired.

“With a grant-driven 

out a way, once those grant 
funds dry up, to integrate it 
into your normal operations 
and to sustain it,” she said. 
“That’s where there has been 
changes over the years.”

Baldo said she understood 

as Elderlibraries because her 
mother’s “greatest joy” was 
reading, and she resided at 
Hermiston Terrace until she 
passed away in her 90s.

“It’s just a good pro-
gram,” she said of Elderli-
braries. “It’s like any kind 
of outreach that we do. Li-
braries really are trying to 
be about outreach.”

read it and (think) OK, now 
we’re all right. It’s kind of 
the pits.”

The condition has been 
getting worse, but she plans 
to try a new method to ful-

books.
Library Assistant Jodi 

Hansen said the Library of 
Congress has been making 
materials for people with 
sight impairments since 
the 1800s and has had au-
dio books for more than 50 
years, but many people are 
not aware they are avail-
able.

“Sight-impaired people 
have rights too, so the Li-
brary of Congress works 
with almost every state 
library in the country to 
make sure that they have 
braille or Talking Books 
available,” she said.

Through the LOC, the 
Oregon State Library pro-
vides people who have dis-
abilities with free Talking 
Books machines that read 
books aloud from car-
tridges, which can be ex-
changed through the mail, 
Hansen said. The machines 
also have a USB port, she 
said, so people can listen to 

downloaded audio materi-
als.

“It’s an audio book sys-
tem that they’ve tried to 
make as absolutely simple 
as they can so people don’t 
feel like they’re losing 
out,” she said. “I guess they 
have a really large library 
of newspapers and current 
events. They try to keep up 
on with that too.”

Hansen said the Hermis-
ton Public Library recently 
received one of the Talking 
Books machines, so staff 
members can show people 
how they work.

“This is a really cool 
program that a lot of peo-
ple don’t know about,” 
she said. “We would like 
to let people know that 
this is available. They 
don’t have to be sight-im-
paired. If they’re physi-
cally handicapped where 
they can’t read a book 
like you and I can do and 
go into the library and 
get a book, then they can 
qualify for this program. 
They just have to fill out 
an application.”

Applications are avail-
able at the library and on-
line at www.tbabs.org.

Librarian Marie Baldo 
said the library is also uti-
lizing newer technology to 
help provide services.

“I love what’s going on 
with the digital age,” she 
said. “A Kindle is a large-

print book, and when I’m 
ready for them, I’ll have 
my electronics, so we’ll be 

supplying (electronic books 
for download) through Li-
brary2Go. There’s just a 

number of ways that librar-
ies adapt and try to provide
service to people.”continued from page A1
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SEAN HART PHOTO
Hermiston Public Library Volunteer Coordinator Jodi Hansen shows some of the books she 
delivered as part of the Elderlibraries program to a small library at Guardian Angel Homes 
Thursday in Hermiston.
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Get up to $200 back when you activate any new iPhone and iPad on a Shared 

Connect Plan. All on a network with national coverage where you need it most.

Bundle up this holiday 
season with a new 
iPhone and iPad.

Things we want you to know: New Retail Installment Contracts and Shared Connect Plan required. Credit approval required. Regulatory Cost Recovery Fee applies (currently $1.82/line/month); this is not a tax or 
gvmt. required charge. Add. fees, taxes and terms apply and vary by svc. and eqmt. Offers valid in-store at participating locations only, may be fulfilled through direct fulfillment and cannot be combined. See store or 
uscellular.com for details. $200 Offer Comes As: (1) $100 Prepaid Card: Valid with purchase of iPhone 6, 5s or 5c and any iPad model. Requires account to add two new lines of service on the same day to the same 
account. Both iPhone and iPad require Retail Installment Contracts and Shared Connect Plan. Card is in the form of a U.S. Cellular MasterCard® Debit Card issued by MetaBank® pursuant to a license from MasterCard 
International Inc. Cardholders are subject to terms and conditions of the card as set forth by the issuing bank. Card does not have cash access and can be used at any merchants that accept MasterCard debit cards. 
Card valid through expiration date shown on front of card. Allow 10–12 weeks for processing. One $100 debit card per account. (2) $100 U.S. Cellular® Prepaid Card: Issued by MetaBank, Member FDIC; additional 
offers are not sponsored or endorsed by MetaBank. Valid only for purchases at U.S. Cellular stores and uscellular.com. New line activation is required. One per account. Enrollment in Device Protection+ required in all 
markets except North Carolina. The monthly charge for Device Protection+ is $8.99 for Smartphones. A deductible per approved claim applies. You may cancel Device Protection+ anytime. Federal Warranty Service 
Corporation is the Provider of the Device Protection+ ESC benefits, except in CA and OK. Retail Installment Contracts: Retail Installment Contract and monthly payments according to the Payment Schedule in the 
Contract required. If you are in default or terminate your Contract, we may require you to immediately pay the entire unpaid Amount Financed as well as our collection costs, attorneys’ fees and court costs related to 
enforcing your obligations under the Contract. Kansas Customers: In areas in which U.S. Cellular receives support from the Federal Universal Service Fund, all reasonable requests for service must be met. Unresolved 
questions concerning services availability can be directed to the Kansas Corporation Commission Office of Public Affairs and Consumer Protection at 1-800-662-0027. Limited-time offer. Trademarks and trade names 
are the property of their respective owners. Additional terms apply. See store or uscellular.com for details. ©2014 U.S. Cellular
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