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Since 2001, a local club 
has honored Martin Luther 
King Jr. with an annual 
march in Hermiston.

Hermiston Black Inter-
national Awareness Club 
President John Carbage 
said people should begin 
gathering for the MLK 
Community Peace Walk 
between 11:30 a.m. and 
noon Monday outside the 
Hermiston United Method-
ist Church, 191 E. Gladys 
Ave.

After welcoming re-
marks by Carbage, the at-
tendees will sing “Lift Ev-
ery Voice and Sing” during 
the short march west on 
Gladys Avenue, before 
turning south on North First 
Street, east on East Main, 
north on Northeast Third 
Street and west on Gladys, 
ending with a ceremony at 
Hermiston City Hall.

From there, the proces-
sion will continue back to 
the church for a ceremony 
from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. in 
the sanctuary, followed by 
refreshments in the fellow-

ship hall.
Carbage said Brandon 

Chapter president of Union 

Employee Network, will 
deliver the keynote address 
about how his life has been 

legacy.
“I think Martin Lu-

ther King opened a lot of 
doors,” Carbage said. “I am 
the manager of terminal op-

be in the position that I am 
in if Martin Luther King 
had never took that walk ... 
had never stood up for civil 
rights. I would not be able 
to vote today. I would not 
be able to lead other people 
that were not of my same 
race. We would not have a 
black president if it was not 
for Martin Luther King.”

About 100 people usu-
ally attend the annual gath-

work in civil rights for all 
minorities, Carbage said. 
Although the local African 
American community is 
comprised of only about 60 
or 70 people, he said, the 

area is home to many mi-
norities.

“You have such a broad 
melting pot here in Herm-

based on how many Afri-
can Americans we have in 

on how many minorities 

we have in the community. 

for uplifting the black man. 
He was for uplifting the mi-
nority, for minority rights. 
At BIAC, we want to be an 

not just for blacks.”
Former BIAC president 

-
ert Davis said, each year, 
the walk has “a beautiful 
response and participation” 
from Hermiston residents.

“It kind of warms my 
heart because it shows 
there are passionate peo-
ple around that are con-
cerned about civil rights 
and equality and fair hous-
ing, fair living and raising 
up awareness to the spirit 
that Martin Luther King 
was representing,” Davis 
said. “As a pastor and a ci-
vilian, he stood up for all 

quotes: He says that God 
is not just interested in 

in all men.”

Carbage said the club 
was started to promote the 
MLK Community Peace 

largest event, but funds 
are also being collected 
to provide scholarships 
for local minority students 
who will attend a local 
college. He said the club 
will ask the students to 
speak at the annual walks.

The club also supports 
the Hermiston Warm-
ing Station and mentors 
young men experiencing 
domestic issues, he said. 
Currently, about 20 people 

are members of the BIAC,
which meets at 2 p.m. the
second Saturday of each
month at Starbucks, he
said.

“We do have members
from all races currently
holding positions in the
club,” Carbage said. “We 
encourage all people to

older members, so we
need some young mem-
bers to keep the club going
to keep the dream alive.”

For more information,
call Carbage, 541-701-
7073.

Honoring Martin Luther King Jr.
Annual MLK Community Peace Walk 
planned Monday in Hermiston

MLK 
Community 
Peace Walk
People will gather between 
11:30 a.m. and noon Monday 
outside of Hermiston United 
Methodist Church, 191 E. Gladys 
Ave., for a march and ceremo-
nies honoring Martin Luther 
King Jr. The community walk, 
culminating in a ceremony at 
Hermiston City hall, will take 
place from noon to 1 p.m. A cer-
emony will then take place from 
1 p.m. to 2 p.m. at the church, 
followed by refreshments.
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Francis Gossler knows from ex-
perience the issues that may ensue 
when two families come together to 
form a blended or stepfamily.

Gossler said when she married 
her husband, Dave Gossler, two 
years ago, their children handled 
the situation in very different ways. 
While her daughter accepted it right 
away, her son took a bit more time. 

children.
“You have two different families 

to the same parenting styles, same 
rules,” she said. “There can be a lot 
of resentment and tension.”

Gossler said while her children 
were used to doing chores every 

follow the same routine. She said her 

having more activities such as sports 
available at their disposal, while her 
children were not. 

Combine those differences with 
varying disciplinary practices and 

families merging, and Gossler said 
she and her new husband had to 
develop a system of their own. She 
said they worked together to create 
a family dynamic that would allow 
them to work out some of their dif-
ferences and come up with some 
compromises, as well.

Gossler said she realizes it cer-

of work is sometimes involved.
“It can be really hard,” she said.
In the last few years, the Goss-

lers had been involved in a divorce 
care class with another couple, Tra-
cie and Jake Broyles, at New Hope 

Community Church. Last year, the 
two couples decided the Hermis-
ton community needed a class to 
help provide tools for stepfamilies 
to build stronger relationships and 

for them.
The class was so successful last 

year that the two couples decided 
to offer the class again this year. 
While the class, which runs for eight 

both couples said people can start 
the class at any time.

-
logical order,” Jake Broyles said. 
“You can proceed through the book 
however you want.”

Broyles said the class follows 
the book “The Smart Step-Family,” 

parents and family members with a 
set of tools they can use to ease the 
merging of stepfamilies, as well as 
provide those families that have al-
ready been established tools with 
how to grow together. The book 
costs $14, however if a family can-
not afford the book, the group can 
work out a way to get them one at 
no charge.

The class is free to anyone who 
is interested, and it takes place at 
6 p.m. Wednesday nights at New 
Hope, 1350 South Highway 395, as 

home-cooked meal is provided to 
those who are interested at 5 p.m. 
before the class starts. The dinner 
costs $3 for adults and $2 for chil-
dren.

Though Broyles said he and 

Tracie have been married now for 
14 years, they learn things from the 
book and the class they teach every 
week. Many things, they said, they 

got married.
Tracie Broyles said, between the 

two of them, they have four kids, or 
two each. While three of the four 
children were adults by the time she 
and her husband got married, Tracie 

teens at the time.
Jake Broyles said he quickly 

necessarily going to work for Tra-
-

cipline and communicate with their 
step-children, he said, is one of the 
most important tools he learned 
from teaching the class.

Broyles said the biological parent
needs to take the lead when it comes
to disciplining their own children,
while  the stepparent needs to step
back.

“Just because your parenting
skills worked when raising your

same with my daughter, and vice
versa,” Tracie Broyles said.

Jake Broyles said parents in
families frequently feel they can
just merge the two families togeth-
er, and everyone will be happy, but 

to compare it to something tangi-
ble, families are like ingredients.

expect to be blended up together
in a blender where they will turn
out creamy and smooth. He said
families are more like a crock pot
— each person is a different ingre-
dient, and everyone will cook at a
different speed.

The couples hope the class will
provide parents and families with a
few more ways to deal with certain
issues that arise.

Gossler said the work to become
a cohesive stepfamily is a never-end-
ing growing process.

“I think through our whole lives,
we will still be working through
things,” she said. “Dealing with
graduations, vacations, kids and
grandkids. This is a life-long pro-
cess. This class helps give you some

these home and used them in my
own home.”

Jake Broyles said the class may 
be a Christian-based program, but
having a Christian background is
not necessary.

“This class is for anyone,” Tracie
Broyles said.

Class gives blended and stepfamilies tools to ease transition
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Francis Gossler, from left, Tracie Broyles and Jake Broyles offer a class for blended and stepfamilies each 
Wednesday night at New Hope Community Church.

Friday, Saturday, Sunday
January 16, 17, 18

at  in Pasco

22nD ANNUAL

Tri-Cities Sportsmen Show

Featuring
Outdoor Cooking Camp with 

“CeeDub” Welch
N.W. Big Game Display  

(Bring your trophy to be scored)

Indoor 3D Archery Range 
Fly Tying Theater

Fishing Boats & Tackle
Daily Hunting & Fishing Seminars

Daily Door Prizes 
FREE Parking Everyday

Just for Kids
Lunker Lake – WIN CASH PRIZES!!!

         Sportsmen’s Journal

ars

One-time 3 day admission

Adults ...............................................$9
Kids 6-12 years .................................
Kids under 6 ......................................FREE

 .........
Sunday “Family Day”
2 adults and 2 children (6-12 year) ....

Military discount with ID – $1 off any admission

Outdoor Cooking Camp

with CeeDub Welch!

Free
Giveaways to 

150 

people daily
courtesy of

Grigg’s

PAY ONCE! Come back FREE all 3 days! FREE Parking!

Come and see the N.W. Big Game Display

Phone and Internet Discounts  
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Oregon Public Utility Commission designated 
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier within 
its service area for universal service purposes. CenturyLink’s 
basic local service rates for residential voice lines are $12.80-
$14.80 per month and business services are $26.00-$30.50 per 

(Lifeline) to make residential telephone service more affordable 
to eligible low-income individuals and families.  Eligible 

by the FCC and state commissions. Residents who live on 

eligibility programs.  The Lifeline discount is available for only 
one telephone per household, which can be either a wireline or 

the Lifeline program as any individual or group of individuals 
who live together at the same address and share income 
and expenses.  Lifeline service is not transferable, and only 
eligible consumers may enroll in the program.  Consumers 
who willfully make false statements in order to obtain Lifeline 

can be barred from the program.

high-speed Internet service up to 1.5Mbps for $9.95* per month 

visit centurylink.com/internetbasics for more information.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 1-888-

*CenturyLink Internet Basics Program – Residential customers only 

service billed in advance, prorated charges for service from the date of 
installation to bill date, and one-time charges and fees described above. 
Qualifying customers may keep this program for a maximum of 60 months 

service (after which the rate reverts to $14.95/mo. for the next 48 months 

lease a modem/router from CenturyLink for an additional monthly charge 
or independently purchase a modem/router, and a one-time High-Speed 
Internet activation fee applies. A one-time professional installation charge 
(if selected by customer) and a one-time shipping and handling fee applies 
to customer’s modem/router. General – Services not available everywhere. 
Have not have subscribed to CenturyLink Internet service within the last 90 
days and are not a current CenturyLink customer. CenturyLink may change 
or cancel services or substitute similar services at its sole discretion without 
notice. Offer, plans, and stated rates are subject to change and may vary by 

Terms 
and Conditions – All products and services listed are governed by tariffs, 
terms of service, or terms and conditions posted at centurylink.com. Taxes, 
Fees, and Surcharges – Applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges include a 
carrier Universal Service charge, carrier cost recovery surcharges, state and 
local fees that vary by area and certain in-state surcharges. Cost recovery 

surcharges apply based on standard monthly, not promotional, rates.


