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DISPUTE:
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Tuesday at the Port of Umatilla
office and the City Council meet-
ing at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Umatilla
City Hall.

Umatilla City Manager Bob
Ward said in the manager’s re-
port in the council agenda that, if
the council members concur the
resolution should be considered,
a public hearing and adoption of
the agreement could be scheduled
for the next meeting, Jan. 20.

“There is a possibility that the
(Jan. 20) meeting could be a joint
meeting with the Port Commission
for final approval, although this is
not critical to the final adoption,”
Ward said in the report. “Having
worked with the Port on this nego-
tiation over the past few months, I
am confident that this is in the best
interest of both the City and the
Port of Umatilla and will foster a
better working relationship in the
future. It also addresses the con-
cerns expressed by the adjoining
and neighboring property owners.”

The dispute originated when
the Umatilla Planning Commis-
sion denied the port’s site review
plan for an industrial warehouse
on a parcel of land west of Bud
Draper Road adjacent to Big Riv-
er Golf Course because the com-
mission believed the land was
originally planned for residential
use despite a city map indicating
it was in an industrial zone. City
officials had claimed a consultant
erred years ago, inadvertently
changing the zone on the map, but
the proper zone-change process
was not followed. The port ap-
pealed to the City Council, which
upheld the Planning Commission
decision, and the port subsequent-
ly appealed to LUBA, the hearing
for which is currently on hold
pending a local resolution.

At the Planning Commission
meeting Tuesday, Chairman Boyd
Sharp said he was concerned that,
if the agreement had already been
made, the commission may have
a difficult time offering a recom-
mendation about it to the coun-
cil, but Ward said the agreement
would not be difficult for the
commission.

“Let me put your fears to rest,
Boyd,” Ward said. “Without di-
vulging what the agreement is, it
will not be putting the Planning
Commission in a bind.”

HOMELESS.
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some homeless people live in
homeless camps by choice, some
by necessity. Of the homeless
people who do not stay at the
camps, Rossell said many have
had a bit of bad luck and are des-
perately trying to gain their foot-
ing again in life.

“People who come to the sta-
tion are in a different category,”
she said. “They’ve fallen on
hard times and have nowhere
else to turn. Largely, they do
want employment and perma-
nent housing.”

Those with health-related is-
sues may face additional chal-
lenges.

“When someone is living
paycheck to paycheck, an ill-
ness or injury can be the final
blow,” Rossell said. “They miss
a week of work and can’t pay
rent.”

Rossell said other homeless
residents have mental illness-

es but may not have a support
system in place or be able to
maintain steady employment.
She said managing their mental
illness may also be a challenge
if they require medication.

“An emergency room can
bring the person out of crisis,
but without a stable home en-
vironment and support, staying
on the correct medications is an
uphill battle,” she said.

NEEDED RESOURCES

Rossell said even with the
local services offered, there
are gaps in the services avail-
able, and it is easy for home-
less people to fall through the
cracks and go unnoticed.

“It’s pretty easy to go from
working poor to homeless,”
Rossell said. “Many of our
vulnerable population go un-
noticed because they couch
surf, sleep in their car or they
camp.”

Rossell said one service that
she feels is greatly needed is
a consistent “day program,”

which many larger cities have,
where at least one nutritious
meal is provided to homeless
people every day.

Johnson said she would also
like to see a permanent center,
with a shelter, that offers ser-
vices specifically to homeless
people, who don’t have any
other choice than to sleep on
the streets.

Additionally, Rossell said,
other needed services are facil-
ities that allow homeless peo-
ple to launder their clothes or
temporarily store belongings.
While the warming station
does have limited storage, it is
available only when the pro-
gram is open on cold nights.

Rossell said computer ac-
cess is available at the library,
and there is Wi-Fi at the warm-
ing station. When CAPECO
donated a computer to the
warming station a couple of
weeks ago, Rossell said volun-
teers were ecstatic as it greatly
improved their ability to help
people connect with resources.
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“Starting this Tuesday, that
computer will be available for
everyone that comes in,” she
said.

HOW TO HELP

Rossell said community mem-
bers who want to help can do so
in different ways.

“The warming station needs
funding, always,” Rossel said.
“None of our people are paid,
so every dollar goes directly to
serve the people who need it.
Paying rent, electricity, training
volunteers, buying cleaning sup-
plies — that takes money.”

Rossell said people can
check the program’s Face-
book page to see a curent list
of things the warming station
needs. To learn more about
Martha’s House and its needs,
people can visit http://marthas-
househermiston.org. People
can also call the Agape House,
541-567-8774, or CAPECO,
541-276-1926, for information
on the needs of those organiza-
tions or how to help.

ZONING:
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Searles said the current zones
are not distinguished from each
other, so the uses allowed in each
are basically the same.

“Right now, if you look at each
of our commercial zones, they all
say, ‘commercial uses conducted
wholly within an enclosed building’
or ‘commercial uses not conducted
wholly within an enclosed build-
ing” — that’s the only distinction
between the zones,” he said. “When
you say, ‘commercial uses conduct-
ed wholly within a building,” you
know that could include anything
and everything as long as it’s within
a building.”

The proposed zoning changes
will specify the uses permitted in
each zone — from cosmetics stores
to adult entertainment business-
es — and whether the uses will be
allowed outright, with standards or
conditionally. Searles said outright
uses could be approved adminis-
tratively by city staff through a site
review plan, as could uses allowed
with standards if the business com-
plied with additional specifications,
such as size restrictions. He said
uses allowed conditionally would
require a conditional use permit to

be approved by the Planning Com-
mission.

By stating what and how each
use is allowed in the certain zones,
different businesses can be restrict-
ed to specific zones, but officials
have previously said the changes
would not affect businesses already
open. In the latest version of the pro-
posed changes, adult entertainment
businesses would not be allowed
in the downtown commercial and
downtown transitional zones, but
they could open in the general com-
mercial zone with a conditional use
permit and in a proposed new zone,
highway commercial, if they meet
certain standards.

“I think we really have a bigger
picture of how we want to see the
downtown compared to areas out
towards (Highway) 730 and the
intersection of (Highway 395),”
Searles said.

While the areas farther from the
heart of town will accommodate
larger commercial uses oriented for
vehicular traffic, he said the down-
town area is intended to contain pe-
destrian-friendly businesses.

Planning Commission member
and Umatilla School District Su-
perintendent Heidi Sipe said she
recommends that bars and liquor
stores not be

right but, instead, be permitted with
standards that stipulate the busi-
nesses must be a certain distance
from schools.

“If there is a bar right next door
to a school, and if someone has po-
tentially been over-served, my kids
are walking right past there — that’s
an issue,” she said. “If there’s peo-
ple that are out for a bachelor party
at a strip club and my high school
cheerleaders are walking by at the
same point, then they are potential-
ly going to be exposed to things that
I don’t want kids to be exposed to.
That’s it. It’s not any type of moral-
ity issue. I’'m worried about protect-
ing them from potential harm.”

Sipe said she is not concerned
with any current businesses but
wants to prevent any potential fu-
ture problems.

“We have had zero issues with
what’s here now,” she said. “That’s
not my concern. My concern is that,
if we don’t be careful as we’re do-
ing this planning, we’re going to
end up with a downtown area that’s
exclusively that type of business
instead of it being thoughtful. I'm
not trying to eliminate anything.
I’'m just trying to make sure that we
have everything placed in a careful
spot.”

She said, although the process is
going slowly, she thinks the zoning
changes will be beneficial for the
future of the city.

“It would be good for any city to
do something like this every so of-
ten,” she said. “Life isn’t stagnant.
You always have to change and
revise and make sure we’re being
reflective of the current status and
trying to plan for future needs.”

Searles said, once the com-
mission determines the uses to be
allowed in each zone and speci-
fies any additional standards re-
quired for certain uses, the public
will have a chance to comment
before the Planning Commision
delivers a recommendation to the
City Council, which will make
the ultimate decision on the
adoption of the new codes.

“The City Council has the
only authority to make the
changes because it is a legislative
process, and each one of those
requires their own public hear-
ing,” Searles said.

Searles said he hopes the Plan-
ning Commission will conclude
its part in the process in time to
hold a public hearing in March at
the latest, so the City Council has
something to consider by April.
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to learn more and apply:

Oregon Medicare
Savings Connect

Don't leave your benefits on the tabe

Less than $1495 monthly gross income
Less than $13,440 in resources

Less than $1966 monthly gross income
Less than $26,860 in resources

Call Oregon Medicare Savings Connect

Toll-free 1-855-447-0155
Monday—Friday, 9AM—-5PM

Do You Have Medicare?

¢ Do you need help with costs at the drug store?
e |syour $104.90 monthly Part B payment hard to afford?

If s, you may be able to get some Extra Help:

ADRC

Aging and Disability
Resource Connection

(Oregon Department
of Human Services

www.ADRCofOregon.org

This publication was produced by the State of Oregon with financial assistance through a grant from the Administration for Community Living and the Centers
for Medicare Services. Grantees undertaking projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to express their findings. These contents do not necessarily
represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services and the grantee should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.
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* 36 Seminars
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Memorial Arena

ALL OFFERS EXPIRE 01-05-15. 1.75% A.P.R. ON APPROVED CREDIT. ALL PRICES PLUS APPLICABLE TITLE, REGISTRATION AND $75 DEALER DOCUMENTATION FEE. VEHICLES SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE.
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* Special Expo
Hotel Rates
Available

Kevin Van Trump
FarmDirection, CEO
Wednesday, 2/4 - 9:00am

Art Douglas’s
2015 Weather Forecast
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We care about what you're driving!

toyotaofhermiston.com

Visit Our Website For Detailed Information
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