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Reporter Visits Multnomah Farm; G resham  Library Is  
Finds 363 Persons Cared for There f C om m unity

(By Mrs. Mary E Welch.)
I have visited nearly  a ll kinds of 

public institu tions, including the 
outside of an Insane asylum  and 
the dungeon in a sta te  penitentiary 
but visited the M ultnomah county 
farm  near T routdale for the first 
tim e shortly  afte r Thanksgiving 
P erhaps it was on account of the 
proxim ity of the Thanksgiving sea 
son, but as I left the w arm  com 
fortab le rooms and spacious 
grounds, I experienced a selfish 
feeling of g ratitude tha t my aged 
paren ts were com fortably situated 
and I resolved th a t righ t after 
C hristm as I would begin saving all 
my spare  change so th a t I might 
never be obliged to go over there to 
reside perm anently.

H elpless old age alw ays m akes a 
tug a t the norm al heart strings, es­
pecially when m any individuals are 
grouped together, and I m ust con­
fess as I walked through the wide 
corridors I felt a m ist coming over 
my eyes, a frog of. some kind in my 
th roa t and tears away down deep. 
Not th a t I saw any actual suffering, 
in fact, there d idn 't seem to be any. 
The place is com fortable, even cozy 
in spots. It is clean, san ita ry  
cheerful and homelike and, while 
m any of the inm ates are ill much 
of the tim e, everything possible is 
done to alleviate pain, probably to 
a much g rea ter extent than is pos 
sibie in many homes.

At the tim e of my visit there 
were 363 persons a t the farm  of 
whom 46 were women. There were 
36 confined in the tuberculosis san ­
itarium  a q u arte r of a tnile w est of 
the main building. A well equipped 
dispensary occupies a prom inent 
place in the building with every 
possible facility  for medical and 
surgical convenience. All moves 
along with clock-like precision. 
There a re  a num ber of well-defined 
ru les for the necessary routine life 
of the place, but a perusal of these 
ru les brings out the fact th a t much 
leniency is shown the aged and 
sick ones and im partial justice to 
all. More pity will be felt for the 
unfortunates when it is known tha t 
SO per cent of them are m entally 
deficient.

Recreation is not lost sight of in

the care  of the nearly  400 persons 
here. An assem bly room, seating 
about 300, is equipped with stage, 
drop cu rta in  and wings and here

P erhaps one of the g rea test en 
joym ents to he derived in a world 
th a t is supposed tq, be full of sin 

from tim e to  tim e creditable am a- and sorrow  is the delightful hour 
teu r perform ances are put on ' spent by the fireside in the perusal 
which a te  much appreciated. Re- of a good book. Likewise th a t hour 
llgious services a re  held every day j8 „ot wasted that is spent in the 
of the year by represen tatives of reading room of a lib rary  with 
various P ortland  denom inations ' selection of the b e st  there is in 
Sometimes the old people com plain , magazine, story book or referenc 
of "too m uch church," but attend- | work.
ance Is not com pulsory and no shoul<1 other plea8Urel be denie(i 
doubt th is instruction  would be sbould health or m igfortune
greatly
ued.

missed w ere it discontin-

Evidently Mr. and Mrs. D. D. 
Jackson, the superin tendent and 
m atron, a re  the righ t persons in 
the righ t place. As Mrs. Jackson 
passed th rough the w ards she had 
a bright sm ile and a cheerful word 
for all. Sometimes efforts put 
forth meet with com plaints ra th e r 
than appreciation , and the poor 
farm  is no exception. V isitors are 
always welcome, especially at meal

compel a person to spend tim e shut 
away from the busy world, as long 
as the gift of sight and the ability 
to com prehend rem ain, such a per 
son need not be lonely with the 
whole realm  of lite ra tu re  before 
hint in the guise of a book.

G resham  has reason to be proud 
of its splendid public library 
founded in 1903 and placed under 
the supervision of tjie Portland li 
b rary  late in the fall of 1911. The 
dedication of the present building

MUTUAL I’HONE CO.
REGISTERS PROGRESS

Perhaps the most im portant event 
which has transp ired  during the 
past year in connection w ith the 
M ultnomah & Clackam as Mutual 
Telephone com pany was the deal 
consum m ated in early  November 
w hereby the com pany represented  
by local in te rests  became sub­
merged in the Oregon Telephone 
company, a new organization of 
which S tate Senator Charles Hall 
of M arshfield is president, and Earl 
V. Gates vice president.

The Oregon Telephone company, 
which is capitalized for $600,000 
plans a very extensive reconstruc­
tion program  covering the entire 
local system. K. A. Miller, p resi­
dent and m anager of the com pany 
here for the past two years, will 
continue in tha t position. B. A. 
Miller is vice president and Miss 
Mayme Hoss, secretary .

There are now 1131 subscribers 
on the Gresham line, of which 946 
are G resham  patrons, and 185 S an­
dy. Corbett and Damascus are p ri­
vate corporations and independent 
of the local exchange. Corbett has 
120 subscribers and Damascus 83. 
Corbett has now fully recovered 
from the effects of a recen t w ind­
storm  which sent prectically  all 
the lines there out of commission.

Locally, thsv com pany reports a 
fairly  prosperous year with recon­
struction  plans being gradually  ef­
fected so as to give better service. 
Considerable work has been done 
in the Powell Valley d istric t east 
of the C hristensen garage, also a 
line serving 10 subscribers over 
Schiller’s hill tow ard Damascus 
has been added.

Line repa irs  a re  in charge of W. 
S. E verett, who is assisted by Ed. 
Sell and B. C. Rady. Miss O ra 
Sweek helps with the clerical work 
of the office and those employed on 
the sw itch boards are L illian 
M arkw art, E lla Baker, Mrs. Inez 
Wilson, Mrs. k . C. Roberts, Mrs. 
Sam Sm ith, F lorence Lindquist, 
Mrs. Vada Stubbs. Sarah Metzger 
and Oral Sweek. During the year 
the ranks of the operators have 
been depleted by the departure of 
two young ladies, Miss Bernice 
Beers and Miss Irm a Gates, who 
decided to  accept the position of 
“ listening in” for life to w hat the ir 
better halves m ight have to say.

tim es when they can see for them - which was made possible through 
selves the excellent m eals tha t are | the operation of the Carnegie libra 

ry fund, took place March 1. 1913 
The beginning of the G resham  li­
b rary  was a very modest one 
Compared with the 4500-volumes 
here at present, with a circulation 
for 11 m onths of the fiscal year 
am ounting to 20,875, it was ex 
trem ely modest. Ear^v in Novetn 
ber, 1903, 50 volumes w ere secured 
and placed In a rea r room over the 
postoffice, which was located in the 
room now occupied by Lenard 's 
ta ilor shop. H ere a stove, table 
hanging lamp and six wooden 
chairs com prised the sole articles 
of fu rn itu re . But it was a begin 
ning, and during 1904 the c ircu la­
tion of volumes am ounted to 567. 
On Jan u ary  31, 1908, there were 
about» 400 volumes in the library  
and th is num ber was gradually  in 
creased during the following four 
years.

In F ebruary , 1912, the present 
site of the lib rary  was secured and 
the building erected. There is a 
frontage of 100 feet on Main street 
and 145 feet on Fourth. A lawn 
which is kept in first class shape 
the year around adds to the a t ­
tractiveness of the location.

The arch itec tu ral designs of the 
Gresham lib rary  building have 
been much commented upon, and 
illu stra tions of the building show ­
ing ex terior and in terior, appeared 
in a reference book by a leading li­
b rarian  of the United S tates. It 
has been well kept up in every 
particu lar, outside woodwork 
painted and in terio r w alls re-tinted 
when necessary and other details 
looked after.

The gratify ing  num ber of 1468 
persons are now patronizing the 
library. N ecessarily th is does not 
include those who visit the reading 
room or use the lib rary  for p u r­
poses of reference, but indicates 
the num ber of readers by as many 
cards on file. Persons of all ages 
visit the lib rary  rooms, from the 
tiny to t on the corner who cannot 
yet read but who loves the bright 
pictures, the tiny chairs and tables 
and the w arm th and sociability of 
the com fortable rooms, to the high 
school student preparing  an essay 
or the retired  scholar who wishes 
to keep his mind a le rt by a p re­
scribed course of reading.

The activities of the Gresham 
public lib rary  are not confined to 
the reading room or the d istribu ­
tion of volumes. At intervals 
th roughout the year im portant 
m eetings a re  held which are  of 
general in terest. L ast w inter the 
lib rary  sponsored a reading club 
which was both in teresting  and in ­
structive. Mrs. V irginia Bacon, ad­
viser in adu lt education gave a 
num ber of ta lk s which w ere much 
appreciated.

In June of th is  year a baby clinic 
was held with a good attendance. 
Instructive lectures to m others and 
scoring of the babies proved to be 
profitable to a ll concerned.

The lib rary  exhibit a t the Mult-1

served. T here a re  43 m ilk cows on 
the farm  and th is  assu res an 
abundance of fresh m ilk for the 
tables. Each person can have a 
quart of milk to drink every day if 
he or she so desires. A fine chick­
en d inner was served the inm ates 
on Thanksgiving, and C hristm as 
dinner will be featured  with turkey 
and all the fixin’s.

A power house adjacen t to the 
main building contains the steam 
generating  p lan t w hieh heats the 
various buildings of the place by 
m eans of fuel oil. The laundry  is 
located in the pow er house.

About 225 acres of choice land 
are com prised in the farm  acreage 
The place is partia lly  self-support 
ing, from $8,000 to $10,000 a year 
being realized as a net gain from  
farm  products. Over half of the 
imm ense grocery bill for th is large 
fam ily could be paid from  the sale 
of the produce, according to avail 
able figures.

A laughable incident was the de 
scrip tion  of how the snorers are 
segregated. They have a sleeping 
room all to  them selves w here they 
may saw logs all n igh t either in 
discord or harm ony as they choose

^loniah county fa ir was another de­
partu re  th a t was well received. 
The book wagon display under the 
direction of Miss Nonna Lee Peck 
showed much thought and careful 
preparation.

Miss Thompson, children 's lib ra ­
rian  from East Portland branch, 
was present a short tim e ago and 
gave instruction  to the grade 
school children as to the use of 
the lib rary  catalog and other 
points of Information.*

Good book week was recently 
observed when lists of books su it­
able for various school grades and 
ages were prepared and placed be­
fore the public. Tw o-thirds of the 
books requested during that week 
were selected from the printed 
lists. New periiulical subscriptions 
are added to the library frequently 
one of the la test being a health  
magazine, one of the forem ost in 
America today, "Hygeia."

Im portant gatherings are held in 
the lib rary  com m ittee rooms front 
tim e to time. The W. C. T U. is an 
organization which meets there 
regularly , also com m ittees p erta in ­
ing to the farm ers ' gatherings.

Mrs. Irm a Ansley is the present 
librarian . During the year she suc­
ceeded Miss E lizabeth Hales, who 
secured a position in library work 
in the east. Mrs. Ansley has the 
work at heart and is painstaking in 
her efforts to please patrons of the 
library  ami at all tim es promote its 
welfare.

E llis Davidson is the library ja n ­
itor who keeps the rooms ami 
premises in perfect condition.

GAS FOR COOKING IS she re tu rn s to the kitchen at
BOON TO HOI SEH | \  I.S proper time th» dinner 

ready to  be served.Ju st what will the modern gas 
range do for me tha t my old range 
will not? is a question many a 
housewife asks and it is easily 
answ ered, according to John H 
H artog. com mercial m anager of 
the Portland Gas & Coke Co.

"The modern sm oothtop type of 
gas range saves tim e." The p ress­
ing of a button puts the gas range 
into immediate action, no kindling 
of a stubborn blaze, no w aiting for 
the development of a cooking heat. 
The < ta c t required heat is in s tan t­
ly obtained and the p reparations of 
breakfast are transform ed from a 
vexatious burden into a p leasur­
able incident of the morning. 

Drudgery Is Renimeli
At the lunch hour cookery is an 

equally easy duty, adds Mr. Hartog. 
For the formal meal of the day. the 
drudgery is removed. Early in the 
afternoon all dishes may be p re­
pared for the stove and placed in 
the one oven, heated by a burner 
which is governed by a regulator 
w hich is set a t any desired tem per­
ature. The housewife may then 
give her attention to other m atters, 
knowing to a certain ty  th a t when

Radio Messages

Subr's Flower Farm 
Doubles Year’s Output

Mr. and Mrs. J. Suhr, who have 
a thriv ing flower farm  on the Base 
Line road a mile east of the 12 
mile corner, report a successful 
year ill the ir business, and that 
the ir stock in all the main lines 
has doubled. The patronage ac­
corded them has been very g ra ti­
fying ami their circ le  of business 
friends has greatly  widened. The 
aising of flowers is still the ir 

g reatest pleasure.
The past year has seen larg. 

num bers of p lan ts and bulbs 
shipped th roughout this country 
and to other lauds. An order of 
rhubarb  roots w ent to the P hilip­
pine Islands. Rhubarb, by the way 
has been one of the ir best lines, 
though hardy chrysanthem um s, 
fine perennials and rock p lants 
have been increasingly popular.

Greetings!

Sing hey! O sing hey!
For Christm as Day!
W hat m atters any w eather 
When hearts are w arm, 
And faces gay 
And all are  b righ t to ­

gether.

Gresham 
Beauty Shoppe

GRESHAM

“TFKE IN .’

Public Meeting of Listeners, 
Auditorium, Dec. 16.

A m eeting of general in terest to 
all who "receive” over the radio 
will be held a t the public aud ito r­
ium in P ortland, Thursday eve. 
ning, December 16, a t 8 o'clock.

It is the m eeting of the Portland 
Broadcast L isteners association 
E lection of officers will take place 
a t 7:30 and a public m eeting and 
en terta inm ent a t 8.

A general resum e of the activi 
ties of the association since its in ­
ception last March 23 will be 
heard. Speakers will include 
Mayor Geo. L. Baker, president J. 
M. Mann, Lewis I. Thompson, 
chairm an of the technical and leg­
islation  com m ittees and others. A 
splendid a rray  of en terta iners 
from the various sta tions will fea­
tu re  the m eeting with m usical and 
vaudeville program s. T here will 
be no adm ission charge so invite 
your radio friends and neighbors 
and in the in te rest of radio and bet­
te r  radio reception during 1927 
tu rn  out en m asse and fill the audi­
torium  to capacity.

It is stated  there are over 25,000 
sets in g rea te r Portland. The ob­
ject of the association is to im ­
prove radio reception In Portland 
and vicinity and m em bership is 
solicited. J. E. Metzger is a local 
m em ber of the association.

Didn't Want to Walt.
“We’ll take in a show—and din­

ner.”
"W here will you meet me?”
"On the corner of the public li­

b rary  a t 8 o'clock.”
"Fine— w hat tim e will you be

there?”

'If  the re  was only one road to 
success it would be under govern­
m ent contro l.” Very true.

W ishing  you a 
Very M erry C hristm as 

and  a T ru ly
H appy New Year.

—a—
BAILEY’S
Barber Shop

GRESHAM, ORE.

Smart Fellow.
Postm an—"H ere 's a le tte r for 

you—it has a black border.”
"Oh, my poor father is dead!” 
“But you haven 't read it yet!"
"I know, but he's dead. I recog­

nize his handw riting."

HahlL
Speed Cop— "How fast w ere you 

going?”
"You'll have to ask my lawyer.”

Phone Want Ada. to 1H1.

Toy Town now Open
tiring the kiddies, it will be a treat for them

Hepp’s Racket Store
Phone 1236 Gresham

He u itl be open evenings beginning Dec. 18

the | time ia such a real kitchen orna- 
will be m ent tha t the housewife is proud 

! to show It to h}r friends.
Quite different from being 

ashamed to let them see an  old, 
w ornout sheetirou box. the kind 
tha t decades ago passed as a cook-

minimum of I stove.
in cooking on The new sm oothtop type of gas 

range is the resu lt of much exper­
im enting, has been developed by 
American ingenuity, and Is a mod­
ern method tha t leads to ecunomy, 
system am f cleanliness.

The new smoothtop type of gas 
range with speed burner saves 
money. Its adjustm ents are so ac­
cura te  and produce such depend­
able resu lts that th
gas can be used. Or,
top, when a kettle is brought to a 
boil on full heat, it is removed to 
the sim mering burner where it will 
be kept at exactly the boiling point 
—a great saving in fuel. I t is im 
possible to  heat the liquid in an 
open vessel hotter than boiling 
point.

One burner serves the new oven 
in which many articles may be 
cooked at the same time, the exact 
required am ount of heat being sup ­
plied by an autom atic regulator.

The new range moreover in ­
spires justifiable pride in the pos­
session of an efficient, dependable, 
modern utility  which at the same

Just Wild Uiout IL
Friend—“I hear your husband is 

fond of golt'.”
Wife—"Is he fond of it?” I 'll 

say so! Yesterday he told me It 
was lucky for me th a t we w ere 
m arried  before he took up the 
gam e!”

The W ant Ad way is the way to
success.

Now things under “Classified.” 

Phone subscrip tions to  1561.
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f i The New 

Orthophonie

For Christmas
and ever after

VICTOR
/  he Qi/l that keeps on Giving

M usic! A lter all what 
gift can  b ring  m ore gen ­
u ine  p leasure  th an  m u­
sic? T he New O rtho­
phonie V ictro la, m usi­
cal m arvel of th e  age, 
fu rn ishes the  finest m u­
sic for the  home. H ear 
the  O rthophon ie  Vic­
tro la  play the w onder­
ful new V ictor records, 
m ade th e  new V ictor 
way.

Prices range from $85 to $300

—0—0—
G. M. DAVIDSON

Exclusive Victor Agent 

All the late Victor records always in stock

P hone  46 G resham , Oregon
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’Mongst the gifts from Santa
Toys— and joys, by all m eans, for the  little  to ts  who aw ait 

the  com ing of S an ta  Claus. And m ay th e ir  C h ristm as he a 
happy  and a m erry  one. Am ong the  g ifts  how ever, should  
repose a little  berihboned token which m ay no t m ean so 
m uch now to the  young and  care free  but to  be had, can be 
m ade the  source of much happ iness in th e  years  to  come. We 
speak  of a ‘‘Savings Account Hook” w hich every y ea r is be­
com ing a m ore and m ore popular gift.

Open a savings account for tha t boy or g irl and you are  taking a 
step which can easily Influence the ir whole lift to one of th rif t and per- 
sonal well being, $5 or $10—or even $1 will open an account a t our 
bank, and as a nucleus of a bank account it can inspire the young Into 
paths of saving, fitep In any day and m ake th a t Initial deposit. We will 
make out a new book In the boy's or g ir l’s nam e—to be mailed with 
special C hristm as card In colorful a rra y —aud you will have given the 
best of C hristm as gifts.

You need ha»e no fear that It will not Im- continued. Our 
record* «how that fully !(.'» *>er cent of such account* 
opened here are today must healthy and growing.
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