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Reporter Visits Multnomah Farm:

GRESHAM OUTLOOK HOLIDAY NUMBER,

Finds 363 Persons Cared for There

(By Mrs. Mary E. Welch.)
I have visited nearly all kinds of
the

insane asylum and

public institutions, including

outside of an
the dungeon in a state penitentiary,

but visited the Multnomah county

farm near Troutdale for the first
time shortly after Thanksgiving
Perhaps it was on account of the

proximity of the Thanksgiving sea-
son, but as I left the warm com-
fortable and spacious
grounds, 1 experienced a selfish
feeling of gratitude that my aged
parents were comfortably situated
and I resolved that right after
Christmas I would begin saving all
my spare change so that I might
never be obliged to go over there to
reside permamently,

rooms

Helpless old age always makes a
tug at the normal heart strings, es-
pecially when many individuals are
grouped together, and I must con-
fess as I walked through the wide
corridors I felt a mist coming over
my eyes, a frog of.some kind in my
throat and tears away down deep.
Not that I saw any actual suffering,
in fact, there didn't seem to be any.
The place is comfortable, even cozy
in spots It is clean, sanitary,
cheerful and homelike and, while
many of the inmates are ill much
of the time, everything possible is
done to alleviate pain, probably to
a much greater extent than is pos-
sible in many homes.

At the time of my visit there
were 363 at the farm of
whom 46 were women. There were
36 confined in the tuberculosis san-
itarium a quarter of a mile west of
the main building. A well equipped
dispensary occupies a prominent
place in the building with every
facility for medical and
convenience. All moves
along with clock-like precision.
There are a number of well-defined
rules for the necessary routine life
of the place, but a perusal of these
rules brings out the fact that much
leniency is shown the aged and
sick ones and impartial justice to
all. More pity will be felt for the
unfortunates when it is known that
80 per cent of them are mentally
deficient.

Recreation is not lost sight of in

persons

possible
surgical

the care of the nearly 400 persons

here. An assembly room, seating
about 300, is equipped with stage,
drop curtain and wings and here

from time to time creditable ama
teur performances put on
which aYe much appreciated. Re
ligious services are held every day
of the year by representatives of
various Portland denominations
Sometimes the old people complain
of “too much church,” but attend

are

ance is not compulsory and no
doubt this instruction would be
greatly missed were it discontin

ued.

Evidently Mr. and Mrs. D. D
Jackson, the superintendent
matron, are the right persons in
the right place. As Mrs. Jackson
passed through the wards she had
a bright smile and a cheerful word
for all Sometimes efforts put
forth meet with complaints rather
than appreciation, and the
farm is no exception. Visifors are
always welcome, especially at meal
times when they can see for them-
selves the excellent meals that are
served. There are 43 milk cows on
the farm and this
abundance of fresh milk for the
tables. dach person can have a
quart of milk to drink every day it
he or she so desires. A fine chick
en dinner was served the
on Thanksgiving, and Christmas
dinner will be featured with turkey
and all the fixin's.

and

poor

AsSsSures an

inmates

house adjacent to the
the steam
heats the
place by

A power
main building contains
generating plant whieh
various buildings of the
means of fuel oil. The laundry is
located in the power house.

About 225 acres of choice land
are comprised in the farm acreage.
The place is partially self-support-
ing, from $8,000 to $10,000 a vear
being realized as a net gain from

able figures,

A laughable incident was the de-
scription of how the are
segregated. They have a sleeping
room all to themselves where they
may saw logs all night either in
discord or harmony as they choose.

snorers

MUTUAL PHONE C0O.
REGISTERS PROGRESS

Perhaps the most important event

which has transpired during the
past year in connection with the
Multnomah & Clackamas Mutual
Telephone company was the deal

consummated in early November
whereby the company represented

by local interests became sub-
merged in the Oregon Telephone
company, a new organization of

which State Senator Charles Hall
of Marshfield is president, and Earl
V. Gates vice president.

The Oregon Telephone company,
which is capitalized for $600,000,
plans a very extensive reconstruc-
program covering the entire
local system. K. A. Miller, presi-
dent and manager of the company

tion

here for the past two years, will
continue in that position. B. A.
Miller is vice president and» Miss

Mavme Hoss, secretary.

There are now 1131 subscribers
on the Gresham line, of which 946
are Gresham patrons, and 185 San-
dy. Corbett and Damascus are pri-
vate corporations and independent
of the local exchange. Corbett has
120 subscribers and Damascus 83.
Corbett has now fully recovered
from the effects of a recent wind-
storm which prectically all
the lines there out of commission.

Locally, thea company reports a
fairly prosperous year with recon-
struction plans being gradually ef-
fected so as to give better service.
Considerable work has been done
in the Powell Valley district east
of the Christensen garage, also a
line serving 10 subscribers over
Schiller’'s hill Damascus
has been added.

Line repairs are in charge of W.
S. Everett, who is assisted by Ed.
Sell and B. C. Rady. Miss Ora
Sweek helps with the clerical work
of the office and those employed on

sent

toward

the switch boards are Lillian
Markwart, Ella Baker, Mrs, Inez
Wilson, Mrs. K. C. Roberts, Mrs.
Sam Smith, Florence Lindquist,
Mrs. Vada Stubbs, Sarah Metzger
and Oral Sweek. During the year
the ranks of the operators have
been depleted by the departure uf‘
two young ladies, Miss Bernice |
Beers and Miss Irma Gates, who

decided to accept the position of
listening in" for life to what their

better halves might have to say

Smart Fellow,

Postman—*“Here's a letter for
you—it has a black border.”

“Oh, my poor father is dead!”

“But you haven't read it yet!"”

“l know, but he's dead
nize his handwriting.”
Habit.

Speed Cop—"How fast were you
going?

“You'll have to ask my lawyer.”

Phone Want Ads. to 1561,

I recog- |

|
Radio Messages

“TUNE IN.”

Public Meeting of Listeners,
Auditorinm, Dee. 16,

A meeting of general interest to
all who “receive” over the radio
will be held at the public auditor-
fum in Portland, Thursday eve-
ning, December 16, at 8 o'clock.

It is the meeting of the Portland
Broadcast Listeners association
Election of officers will take place
at 7:30 and a public meeting and
entertainment at 8,

A general resume of the activi-
ties of the association since its in-
ception last March .23 will be
heard. Speakers will include
Mayor Geo. L. Baker, president J.
M. Mann, Lewis I. Thompson
chairman of the technical and leg-
islation committees and others. A
splendid array of entertainers
from the various stations will fea-
ture the meeting with musical and
vaudeville programs. There will
be no admission charge so invite
your radio friends and neighbors

and in the interest of radio and bet-
ter radio reception during 1927

turn out en masse and fill the audi
torfum to capacity.

It is stated there are over 25,000
gsets in greater Portland. The ob-
Ject of the association is to im-
prove radio receptlon in Portland

and vicinity and membership is
solicited. J. E. Metzger is a local
member of the association

ment control.”

“If there was only one road to |
success it would be under govern
Very true.
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Help to _Cqmmuniry

1

Perhaps one of the greatest
joyments to be derived in a wor
that is supposed to, be full
and sorrow is tl lelightful h
spent by the fireside in the perusa
of a good book. Likewise that hou
18 not wasted that s spent
reading reom of a library with a |
selection of the best tl s
magagzine, story book or referen
work.

Should other pleasures be denied
should ill health or misfortund
compel a person to spend time shut

world, as long
and the ability

away from the busy
as the gift of sight

to comprehend remain, such a per
son need not be lonely with the
whole realm of literature befors

him in the guise of a book

Gresham has reason to be pr
of its splendid
founded in 1%03 and

the supervision of the
brary late in the fall of 1911. The

publie library

placed under
Portland
building

dedication of the present

which was made possible through
the operation of the Carnegie libra
ry fund, took place March 1, 1913
The beginning of the Gresham

brary was a very modest one
Compared with the 4500-volumes
| here at present, with a circulation
for 11 months of the fiscal vear
amounting to 20,875, it was ex
tremely modest. Early in Novem
ber, 1903, 50 volumes were secured

!.'md placed in a rear room over the

| postoffice, which was located in tl

{ room now occupied by Lenard's
it;n]nr' shop Here a stove, table
| hanging lamp and six wooder
chairs comprised the sole articles
of furniture But it was a begin

ning, and during 1904 the circula

tion of volumes amounted to 567
On January 31, 1908, there wers
abouts 400 volumes in the library

and this number was gradually in

farm products, Over half of th';”"”“""1 during the following four
immense grocery bill for this large | Years

family could be paid from the sale In February, 1912, the present
of the produce, according to avail- | site of the library was secured and

the building erected There is a
frontage of 100 feet on Main street
and 145 feet on Fourth. A lawn
which is kept in first class shape
the year around adds to the at
tractiveness of the location

The architectural designs of the

Gresham library building have
been much commented upon, and
illustrations of the building show
ing exterior and interior, appeared

in a reference book by a leading li

brarian of the United States. It
has been well kept up in every
particular, outside woodwork

tinted
details

painted and interior walls re

when necessary and other

looked after

The gratifying number of 1468
persons are now patronizing the
library. Necessarily this does not
include those who visit the reading
room or use the library for pur-

but indicates
the number of readers by as many
cards on file,

visit the library

poses of reference,

Persons of all ages

rooms, from the

vet read but who loves the bright
pictures, the tiny chairs and tables
and the warmth and sociability of

the comfortable rooms, to the high

school student preparing an essay
or the retired scholar who wishes
to keep his mind alert by a pre
scribed course of reading

The activities of the Gresham
publie library are not confined to
the reading room or the distribu
tion of volumes, At intervals
throughout the year important
meetings are held which are of
general interest. Last winter the

library sponsored a reading club
which was both interesting and in
structive. Mrs, Virginia Bacon, ad
viser in adult
number of talks
appreciated.

In June of this year a baby clinic
held with a good
Ingtructive lectures to mothers

scoring of the babies proved to b«

education gave a

which were much
|

was attendance

and

| profitable to all concerned

The library exhibit at the Mult
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Wishing you

Very Merry Chri
and a Truly

Happy New Y

v
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Toy Town now Open

Bring the kiddies, it will be a treat for them

Hepp’s Racket Store

Phone 1236

( 1 Fes

We will be open evenings beginning Dec. 18

BAILEY’S
Barber Shop

stmas

ar.
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2 Toys—and joys, by all means, for the little tots who await
the coming of Santa Claus. And may their Christmas be a
happy and a merry one. Among the gifts however. should
repose a little beribboned token which mav not mean so
much now to the young and carefree- but to be had. can be

We

which every year is be

made the source of much happiness in the
speak of a “Savings Account
coming a more and more popular gift

‘\I Al's 1O COlne,

i'r'ifii\

Open a savings account for that boy or gi you are taking a
step which can easily influen their wi [ to one of thrift and per-
sonal well being $56 or $10—or « n $1 will og n avcount at our
bank, and as a nucleus of bank ac t it car I the ung into
paths of saving. Step in any day and make t t I t We will
make out a new book In t baoy I | W
special Christmas ard In colorful array and i W t

best of Christmas gift

You need have no fear that it will not be continued. Our
records that fully 95
opened are  today

cent ol aceounts

healthy

show
here

er suen

muost and growing.

ham

"Mongst the gifts from Santa
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