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Community’s Industries
Flourish - Continued

SILVER FOX FARM

IN II\III\ OF GRESHAM
By .\1.\!1\ E. WELCH

A short time ago the writer had the
privilege { visiting for the first time
the Walker silver fox ranch which is
located just inside the city limits of
Gresham on east Powell Valley road,
near the Standard Oil company’s
tanks This proved to be interesting
as well as instructive As this indus-
try, as s ied on from a commercial
standpoint, is a comparatively new
one in the United States, not so much
is known concerning the habits and
life of - the little graceful creatures
whose fur is so extremely valuable
and who glide around their wire-en-
closed cages with the cunning of the
fox that they are and the ease and

agility of a cat or a pup, both families

of which they are said to resemble.

That day they were very partial to
raisins In fact they are partial to
raisins every day. It is a luxury they
dearly love, and as shy as they were
of the stranger within the gates, by
carefullv keeping their eyes -on the

lookout for danger, they nibbled rais-

ins very cantentedly from a strange
hand. The raisins are very good for
the fur and the foxes on this ranch
sometimes consume as much as 60
pounds of them in a year.

Mr. and Mrs. E. N. Walker came
out from Portland to Gresham some-
thing like a vear ago and purchased
the Lena Crumb ranch of four acres.
Of this land an acre has been devoted
to the construction of fox pens, of
which there are six, each 50 feet long,
12 feet wide and 6 feet in height. A
heavy wire netting encloses the pen

on all four sides and overhead, aiso it
is stretched tightly across the floor of
the pen to prevent any possible “jail-
break’ they great little ani-
mals to dig and paw the earth, hence
the

as are

the extra precaution of wire
flooring
Only Pedigreed Stock Raised.

In the present family at the Walker
five pairs of the "Willow
the strain which Mr. Walk
five pup-
pies, as the offspring is called. These
were brought direct from Prince Ed-
ward Island where the silver fox was
domesticated and where, in the
1887, the first fox was ever
born in captivity and where the busi-
ness first became commercialized. Mr.
Wwalker and his wife, who came fram
Canada about two years ago, learned
there competent
The foundation stock
came to them a year

ranch are
Hill" fox,
handles exclusively,

or and

first
spring of

the business under
instruction
which they have,
agzo from Canada and is properly reg-

istered and pedigreed under the Cana-

| utilities on the Pacific coast,

Industry Not Overdone.

While the fox farm industry is in its
infancy, the American people are fast
being awakened to the importance of
the ness froma commercial stand-
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POWER COMPANY LARGEST
UTILITY CORPORATION

The I‘n:'tlulhl }"Iutlh Power com-
pany, organized in 1906, is the largest
utility corporation in the state, and
supplies electric light and power ser-
vice in Portland and over 50 other
communities in western Oregon. In
addition it distributes gas service in
Salem, the capital of the state, and

operates city and interurban railway
lines in Portland and adjacent terri-
Based reliable
the population of the territory
The
advantageous

tory. on recent esti-

mates
served exceeds 390,000, company

occupies an especially
position even as compared with other
through
the generation by water power of an

unusualy high percentage of its elec-

tric output.

The combined electric generating
capacity of the system aggregates
160,000 horse power of which 110,000
horse power is in_ hydro-electric
plants, and 50,000 horse power in re-
serve steam plants. For the past 15
years the company has generated

more than 83 per cent of its total out-

put by water power. The balance has
been generated by modern and ef
ficient steam plants in Portland, util-
izing for fuel a plentiful supply of
wood waste available from the large
sawmills in this territory

The railway property includes 298
miles of single track, of which 186

miles comprise the railway system in

Portland, and 112 miles the interurban
lines.

In addition to its ownership of
property operated in the public ser-

company is a large holder of
Portland
valuable property
river front lands and
which, it is expected,

vice, tl

real estate in and the vicin-
ity, including
trally located,

outlying tracts,

cen-

dian government livestock records. In | will be gradually sold and the pro
the Walker home is to be found a ceeds employed in the retirement of
complete set of Canadian national outstanding bonds or for system bet-
breed books which give a full detail | terments.
of the pedigree of any fox registered The company enjoys a reputation
under the Canadian government rec- for good management and its prop-
ard erty is maintained in an unusually
MLUD,
It was thought that formerly the modern and efficient condition.
foxes did not fur out as well in this Company’s Output Increases,
climate as in a colder one, but it has The output of the company's gen-
.en nroven that this is not true, for | erating plants has approximately
been proven 1
the quality of the fur of the puppies | doubled in the past eight years and
- ere is equal to anything raised | present indications are that this rate
born here is 1 3
in the northern or colder climes. The |of growth will continue. Electric ser-
fur of the silver fox is a marvel of | vice is a vital and necessary part of
beauty. The blue-black lustrous guard {our modern life and new and in-
hairs which veil the silver and fin- | creased uses are continually being
jshed with a lovely brush tipped with | found. The railway business has not
the purest of silver make up a furjshown any incfease during this period,
rich enou to gratify the whims of | due primarily to the increasing popu
the rich and excite the admiration of [larity of the automobile, which has off-
those who cannot afford them. The sct the effect of growth in popula-
stock on the Walke ranch is being | tion Traffic during the past few
held fi eed purposes rather | months, however, indicates that the
than the disposal of the pelts The | saturation point in the use of the pri-
demand for il breed of stock is 8o | vate automobile has been reached and
sreat at t} nre nt time that nothing |the eity railway lines are now showing
but cull stock is being pelted. A high |an increase over the corresponding
class pelt is not judged by age or|period of a year ago
1 pelt
size. but by the quality of the fur Traffic congestion has hecome a
Work Most Interesting. | serious problem in Portland and park
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income $ 4490365

bridge rvmdh and

(GGross

Interest,

other fixed charges § 2847458
Net income $ 1942907
Dividends on 7% prior pre-

ferred stock $+* 414,180

Balance $ 1,526,727

The above balance is available for
dividends on all remaining stocks, of
which this issue of 7.20% first pre-
ferred and the 6% first preferred have
joint preference, and for depreciation

Dividends paid on these two classes
preferred stock gated
,996 during the above period

of first
$403

During the past four vears the com-
pany has expended an average of over
$4,000,000 per year in, extensions and
betterments to the system. By far the
major portion this huge capital
outlay was expended in extending the
company's facilities for supplying
electric light and power service. The
company has always followed a liberal
in providing system
considerably in excess of the demands
of the territory, and in keeping pace
with the rapid advancement in the art
of generating and distributing electric
service. In August, 1924, the first unit
of the Oak Grove project,
35,000 horse power, was placed in op-
eration. Upon ultimate completion
the Oak Grove plantn will have a ca-
pacity of 135,000 horse power and will
be one of the largest and most efficient

Aggre

of

policy capacity

aggregating

hydro-electric plants yet undertaken
on the Pacific coast, a region where
hydro-electric development records

are continually being broken.
During this improvements
and additions to the company’s trans-
and facilities
pace in

]ll-l'iud

distribution
the

mission
kept
generating

have with increase

capacity.

PORTLAND GAS COMPANY
IS HOME INDUSTRY

Portland and its surrounding com-
munities are enjoying a very healthy
growth and we hear from all sides that
to keep up this growth it will be nec-
to nhlnln industries to

the increasing -population.
This is probably true but the growth
of some the present industries
going a long way in helping to build
the community.

The Portland Gas & Coke company
is one of the oldest industries in and

essary more

support

of is

about Portland, having incorporated
in 1851, when Portland covered an
area of 1.7 square miles and had a
population of 2,874, There are some
people who think that the gas busi-
ness is gradually losing ground and
that in a few years it will be as ex-

tinct as the mastodon and Dodo bird.

However, the fact that in 1910, 28,-
000 meters were in use and today
there are more than 92,000 meter in-

stallations, would not indicate that the
gas business is on the decline. Furth-
er, in 1921, the Gas company sold 404,-
Q00,000 feet gas for
and in 1924,
sales were more than twice
that or over $33,000,000 cubic feet,
Some people imagine that cooking
by electricity might some day super-
cede ¢ooking by gas But if all the
horsepower avaiisble to the two elec-
tric companies in Portland were used
entirely for cooking and heating wa-
ter it would only supply one-half of
the business which the Gas company
now has. In addition to this if all the
horsepower available to both com-
panies were used for nothing else but
the househeating business
only half of the
demand could be supplied. In other
if the business were
tomorrow both electric
companies were to use all their horse
power to take over the cooking, water

cubie of house-

heating alone three vears
later, the s

a0
(]

to take over
of the Gas company
to

words, gas

cease and

heating and househeating business
they would only have one fourth
enough power available

If the entite gas business used for

cooking alone were turned over to the

electric companies it would take an
investment of $120.000,000 over and
above what they already have and if
we filgure 10 per cent for interest and

would mean a charge
for that alone per

$10.00 per

depreciation it
of $12.000,000

or than

year

more month per
customer

seem incredi
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than
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to
to
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much
make
the

power available
consumer as electricity it is neces-
hundreds of thousands

gsary to invest

and in many cases millions of dollar
in dams and power plant
which makes the of electricity a
As the

increases it is necessary

equipment,
cost
consgiderable amount demand
for electricity

to go farther and farther back into the

mountains to obtain the necessary
water power. This makes the cost of
| distributing the electricity to the far
distant cities more and more
Almost everyone (8 interested Iin
:‘h"" T:‘”TIL" ""H”"' it ;|H|1T_ '1!"
home through the use of gas for cook
:I'l'..' heating and lghting Its influ
Gnee the automobile industry in the
|‘I-+- of motor fuel and it affects busi
| neas interests becauss f the manu
:f‘.u-'.' of gasco briquets, which in
i--»| es the supply of available fuel
and thereby helps to keep down the
'r st of fuel in general
' S0 it is seen that the Gas company
lis a home Industry which furnishe
j-"-'k for a large number of people
| and supplies needed commodities to
lh-iﬂl) 100 per cent of the whole com

munity
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WINCHESTER
STORE

A store full of appropriate and useful gifts, gifts you would appreciate re-
ceiving, gifts you are satisfied to give.

i

A Universal

ELECTRIC
OVEN - COOKER

Operates from any lamp
socket, cooks with stored heat.

Her Choice of Gifts

AN ELECTRICAL AP-

PLIANCE GIFT would !
surely be her choice. (
Select them here.,

Warming Pads

Waille Irons

Will roast or stew meats or fowls;

bake, steam or broil fish, beans,

rice or green vegetables of all Toasters

kinds. Bake bread, cakes, muflins Percolators

or biscuits. Very economical Yacuum

I;igll[ to handle. (leaner

Irons
EAC“ $ A Daylight
Electric

porb bbbt - b aperh )

R “ﬂ\lﬂ_ Terms to suit you, within reason, on washer
’ 3
A Winchester A bi ;
1g event of this week
UTILITY GIFT
.

Sceissor
Selssor Our Bargain Table
Razor Strops ¢ .
Kitchen Sets Just a table on which we are selling at
Spatulas ridculously low prices, all articles we are

Butcher Steels

desirous of cleaning up before inventory.

Flashlights Broken lines of Crockery, Glassware,
Pocket Knives TR T | y
Razors ardware, etc. e put them on the table

Paring Knives with the price. Some one will want them

Butcher Knives

Meat Forks quick.

RNV OITVCNTE

A Winchester
Sporting Goods Gift

A Pyrex Oven Glass
Gift

Ritles Shotguns Ta ' : o
Fishing Tackle Baseballs seapets Casseroles
Foothalls Basket Balls Pie Plates Utility Pans

Ball Bats Ball Gloves

Roller Skates

Cake Plates Measure Cups

Another Big Week
in Toyland

Our stock of Toys, Games, etc., is
complete but the early shoppers will
have the advantage of the best se-
lections.

Bargains you cannot overlook.

» TOY FORD CARS
A Winchester Tool Gift BOYS' TOOL |

1 and tractors, reg
'HMESTS ;
Hand Drills Handsaws CHEST b0c value this 39(:
Bit, Braces Hammers 5 resuler Uaite Sas week, each
Augur Bits Squares wartime  ammunition
Hatchets Rules boxes. The box alone Toy Telephones
Wrenches Hack Saws ls “'f""' more than we | Reg. 60c value 39
Pliers Kitchen Saws 1""‘_ for the se l this week C
Pinchers Serew Drivers ;‘.',’,'_,'h'_":htht, 8
Drill Bits ('I'i“'l“ All Stuffed Animals at
l\.l'\l'lh L‘llllllﬂ‘h‘i ___bargain |arlu-:-
Axes Saws o
— A Safe Edge Glassware Glft
A Coleman Goblets Table
Sherberts Tumblers
GAS LAMP Champagnes Beverage
or Sundaes Tumblers
LANTERN Different patterns in each

FRIDAY' Last day of our counting contest

All counts must be in the boxes Friday night, Dec. 18

Saturday at 10 a.m. the boxes will be opened and the prizes
awarded . Be on hand boys and girls.

83 ""The Store” where parking is easy and shopping a pleasure”

A W. Metzger & Co.

-" GIFTS FOR ALL MERRY CHRISTMAS

bs., THE WINCHESTER store




