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STATE MARKET AGENT TELLS

WHERE FARMER LOSES OUT

The state market agent hears man)
Erievances of producers and how they
and consumers are forced to pay trib

ute to the middle speculators through

the ramifications of the organizations
that control produce marketing, says
C. E. Spence, state market agent

A farmer a few miles south of Cor
vallis relates how he was forced to
ship a quantity of garden produce to
Portland because he could not sell it
in Corvallis, and that the stuff
was shipped back to Corvallis mer-
chants and retailed.

Express charges for
miles, and commission profits to Port-
land dealers, were added to the retail-
ers’ profits when the consumer bought
the product. Another farmer
the river from Corvallis states that in
one of the largest grocery stores of
that city not a bushel of Benton coun-
ty potatoes were carried

The Farmers' Union reports that
garden truck raised at La Grande had
to be shipped to Portland for a mar-
ket and then was shipped back to
Walla Walla and retailed. One ship
per stamped his name on the bottom

sdalne

ACross

of a crate and his produce came back | y .
| dollars of farm products produced in

in the original crate.

The Be: 'r-Courier ¢ rego Yity, | S S hnas
The ranner-Courler at Oregon Cit) | ceived but seven and one-half billions, |

under date of June 22, stated that 75
per cent of the cabbage supply car-
ried by the stores of that city was
grown in California and shipped
Oregon City through a Portland com-
mission house. The paper related how
a nearby grocer at Canby brought a
quantity of choice cabbage to the city
and could not sell it.

The unorganized raiser has noth-
ing to say as to the price of his prod-

two hundred |

to |

uct, nor has the eater at the other end. |

The unorganized producer has no
control over the price or distribution

of his product. He takes what the
dealers or brokers offer.
The consumer has nothing to say

about the retail price. He pays what-
ever is asked. He has to or g0 with-
out. Both are at the mercy of
middle interests,

The producer has simply got to play
the game for himself as others have
played it against him. By combina-
tions of products and central selling
agencies he must control his products
all the way from the ground to the
retailer. By controlling the commod-
ity the market can be stabilized. mid-
dle speculation cut out, waste mini-
mized, unnecessary competition elim-
inated and the products so distribut-
ed through the full season that a fair
price can be maintained.

Commercial, financial and business
interests of the state are working
with the producers to bring this about,
but so far there has been little or no
effort or interest from the consumers’
end.

The purpose of the state market law
is to give the consumer as fair a deal
as the producer. President Harding

sald that organizat Ol consumers
fcan shorten the br between grow
er and e 1 L
retail price

When the and
towns f ch

interest in reducing middle specula
tion as the farmers are now demand-
ing, the state market agent will be
glad to confer with them and work

with them to shorten the line and re
duce the cost of products between the
farm and the home

There is a large middle han lling ex-
pense and middle profit and specula-
tion that should be eliminated and this

added cost as far as possible divided
between the producer and consumer
If the producer through organization
can control the product and its dis
tribution it would seem that consu
mers through organization could co-
operate and distribute it to its mem
bers. There are many organizations

that are doing this and in Great Bri-
tain consumers have powerful organi
zations for the benefit of the working
( ]:I.‘n“

United States Senator Borah in a
speech in Portland July 11, made the
slartling statements that out of
twenty-two and one-half billions of

this country in 1922, the farmers re

while the commission men and other
middle interests absorbed fourteen
and one-half billions. Senator Borah

truly says that “this condition will
destroy any industry.”
Sixty-six per cent is too much to

the |
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Under such a system much produce
must rot where grown because the re-
tail price is beyond the common reach
of families. But if this middle ex-
pense could be divided to a large ex-

tent between the producing and con-
suming classes there would be no
[cause to curtail production, as con-

the |

sumption would increase enormously.

FAIRVIEW

Members of the church and Sunday

school of Smith Memorial Presbyter-
ian church will picnic at Mt. Tabor
park next Saturday, September 15
Conveyances will be provided for
those who have none and they will

| leave the city hall at 11 o'clock.

| Good

| recently for

Turner was taken to the
Portland

A. L.
Samaritan
a surgical operation and

Mrs.

hospital in

treatment. Mrs. F. D, Axtel accom-
| panied her as her nurse.

More people would be willing to
change places with wyou than you
would be willing to change places
with.

Tickets $1.10

DANCE

Columbia Grange, at Corbett

SATURDAY EVE., SEPTEMBER 15

Auspices of Grange

GRESHAM

Yes, We Have the BUICK Agency

“Let your next car be a Buick”

MAIN STREET GARAGE

WHAT SHALL WE EAT?
GRESHAM MEAT MARKET

will help solve the question. Choice Lamb, Veal and other
meats always on hand, also for the hot weather a splendid
assortment of cold lunch meats and Red Rock Cheese.

Fresh Fish Thursdays and Fridays
Home Cured Bacon and Lard a Specialty.

A. J. W. BROWN, Prop.

Phone 1891

Phone 1411

Daily Trips te Portland

Gresham Transfer & Storage Co.
BURTEN WALRAD, Prop.

A Truck for Every Purpose

Burten for Service
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lawn. Miss Lennartz expects to leave
next Sunday for Salem to attend Wil

lamette University. On Saturday her

| Sunday school class of boys gave her

a surprise party. They were accom
panied by Mrs. Alta Gentry and Miss
Mabel Sloop

The Methodist choir will meet on
Wednesday evening at 7:45 for prac

tice and to discuss the final plans for
the trip to Portland to attend the an
nual conference next Sunday.

POWELL VALLEY

The Aid soclely the

Swedish Lutheran church will meet at

Ladies’ of

the home of S. M. Staffanson Thurs
day afternoon, September 13, at 2
o'clock All are cordially invited
John Read and wife of Portland
have bought a 10-acre place from W
Vaughn in the Powell Valley district
and have taken possession They have

two young people in the high school.
In the Mrs.

West and her daughters, Esther.
latter high school. Mr.
Read piasterer and ex-
pects to be kept busy in this vicinity
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state unless they have been passed by |

the official certifying agent of that
state using standards at least equal
in | respects to those of the Oreg mn
Agricultural College

A potatoes sold or offered for =ale
or 'nt that do not conform to
any the United States Grades for
Potatoes shall be labelled “Culls

All containers of potatoes sold or
offered for sale or shipment in the
state shall be uniform, sound and
clean and in the case of sacks shall
be new sacks or “No. 1 second” grain
sacks.

All potatoes shipped in car lots or
Julhr-r\\'l--. In lots of ten or more tons
shall be inspected by the state i1
spection department in accordance
with the United States Grades for Po
tatoes and such rules and regulations
as may be made by the state market
agent, and that the cost of such in
spection shall be met by fees and
charges set by the state market agent
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“*BUILT FOR YOUR PROTECTION”
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Jonsrud - Gunderson Lumber Co.
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Boring, Oregon
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