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MANAGER OF BERRY GROWERS TELLS
OF PROBLEMS CONFRONTING FARMERS 3

3
Follow ing  is a le tte r  received from  

D. E. Towle, m anager of the  C oopera­
tive F ru it G row ers ' association , in 
w hich he d iscusses som e of th e  p rob ­
lem s now confron ting  th e  farm er. 
Mr. Tow le is to  be cong ra tu la ted  on 
th e  splendid  success of th e  w ork un ­
de rtak en  by th a t o rgan iza tion  th is 
y ea r for it w as largely  th ro u g h  his 
u n tir in g  efforts th a t  th e  fru it  w as 
ta k e n  ca re  of and  a good m ark e t se­
cu red  fo r it. T hose w ho w orked side 
by side w ith him . w hose nam es a re  
too num erous to m ention , should also  
be given sh a re  of th is  p ra ise . Mr. 
Tow le p resen ts  very c lea rly  th e  p re s ­
en t and  fu iu re  outlook of th e  fa rm er 
and  especially  th e  berry  g row er in th e  
follow ing a r tic le .

In  com pliance w ith  your invita tion . 
I hereby subm it a few th ough ts  r e la ­
tive to  the ra sp b erry  in d u s try  in w est­
e rn  Oregon.

In  a  genera l w ay I w ish to  say  th a t 
th e  production  of th is toothsom e fru it 
h as  a b righ t fu tu re  in c e rta in  sections

We have an o th e r m ethod of saving 
th e  b e rr ie s  th a t we look upon w ith 
m uch favor. T his is th e  b a rre ling  
and freezing of th e  raw  fru it w hich 
h as passed the  experim en ta l stage  and 
is adap ted  to th e  handling  of a ll 
k inds of berries . T his p lan  is sim ple 
and  cheap  and is received w ith favor 
by th e  jam , p reserve , je lly , ju ice, ex ­
tr a c t  and  pie m an u fac tu re rs  and  w ill 
m ake th e  hand ling  of a  la rg er a c re ­
age possible.

In  specu la ting  on the fu tu re  of th e  
berry  business we a re  forced to  adm it 
th a t th e  n ear fu tu re  is none to  b righ t 
ow ing to  m any causes, chiefly am ong 
w hich is ou r n arro w  foreign national 
policy of try in g  to  live unto  ourselves 
and  let th e  re s t of the  w orld  go hang 
w hich has depressed  values in  farm  
products especially  in the m iddle 
w estern  sta te s , w hich w as one of our 
best berry  m arke ts, to  such  an  ex ten t 
th a t they  canno t afford to  buy our b e r­
ries. T h is condition  w as also  m ade 
m ore acu te  by w a rtim e ' fre igh t and 
express ra te s , w hich is a very  keen 
tw o-edged sw ord th a t cu ts  both ways.

I could also  m ention the fact th a t 
th e  fru it dea le r has not broken aw ay 
from  th e  hab it he form ed during  th e

of ou r s t i te .  T here  a rc , how ever, w ar of doubling the p rice  betw een th e  I 
m any lim iting  fac to rs  to  th e  profitable  factory  and  the  consum er. T here  a re  
p roduction  of Ihe red ra sp b e rry , and  ; g rea t econom ical problem s, bu t th e  
am ong them  is su itab le  soil. 1 fac t is ev iden t th a t the  fa rm er m ust

T his fru it m ust have good soil pave im m ediate re lie f o r go ou t of 
d ra in ag e  Io tak e  ca re  'o f the  excess I business. The tru th  is th e  ag ricu l- ; 
w a te r of the w in te r season as w ell a s  tu ra l ho rse  has been sto len  in the 
a  soil w ith good cap illa ry  qu a lities  to ,,a st tw o years  and  it is a  little  la te  to 
fu rn ish  m oistu re  du ring  th e  grow ing iocu th e  barn  but b e tte r  la te  th an  ' 
season  in response  to  frequen t cu ltl-  j never. If foreign exchange could be | 
vations. The soil m ust {»e w ell fer- stablized  and s ta rv in g  E urope could 
tilized  and. p referab ly , a  ligh t sandy take  our su rp lu s  food p roduc ts at a 
loam  w ith an  open, porous subsoil to  p rofitable p rice  to  o u r farm ers , it 
afford, d ra inage . | w ould su re ly  help  our b e rry  m arket

A nother desirab le  condition  is a  io- aa well as th e  m ark e t for all o th er
ca tion  th a t is favored by the a v a il­
ab ility  of a high sea fog th a t the  Ju ly  
sun  does not p en e tra te  un til 10 or 11 
o 'clock in th e  m orn ing  d u ring  th is 
h a rv e s t m ontii. T his condition  sh o r t­
ens th e  heated  period of th e  day and 
p rev en ts  excessive evapora tion  a t th is  
c ritic a l period of p roduction  (the  h a r ­
vest period).

The G resham  d is tr ic t fo r tu n a te ly  has 
a ll of these  n a tu ra l advan tages to 
w hich we a ttr ib u te  ou r success in 
g e ttin g  la rg e r y ields of choice fru it. 
T he h arves t season here  covers a se a ­
son of from 30 to 40,days and th e  fru it 
of th e  la s t picking’ is as la rge  and 
luscious as th e  first picking.

A nother lim iting  fac to r in ra sp b e r­
ry  production  Is h a rv e s t heft). W e 
canno t keep pace w ith o ther in d u s­
tr ie s  a s  th e  only h a rves ting  device we 
know  of is the  thum b and  tw o fingers 
of th e  hum an hand. Of course, our 
business of berry  h a rv es tin g  is like 
th e  rag  p ickers w hich is never de­
pressed , because it is a lw ays “picking 
up" bu t I am su re  the  harves t p rob­
lem w ill tend  to  cu rta il p roduction  
and  m ust add m a te ria lly  to  costs and 
w ill have a tendency  to  confine the 
in dustry  to  te r r ito r ie s  n ea r la rge  cen ­
te r s  of population  w here help is a v a il­
ab le  not only for the h a rves ting  of 
th e  fru it  bu t a lso  for th e  cann ing  
w hich req u ire s  m any hum an hands to 
so rt in to  th e  four g rades th a t the 
tra d e  dem ands.

pi'oduots both dom estic and foreign.
Prosperity of Farmers Necessary.
I m ay be over-concerned  bu t have 

a lw ays figured th a t ag ric u ltu ra l p ro s­
perity  should  come first and if our 
fa rm er population  of 32,000,000 people 
w ere p ro sperous a ll o th e r in te res ts  
w ould be w ell tak en  c a re  of and p ro s­
perity  would be general.

You w ill pardon  th is  d igression 
from  th e  sub jec t of ra sp b errie s , but I 
am  su re  th e re  is a very  sym pethic 
connection  betw een th e  p ro sp erity  of 
ou r m iddle w est fa rm er and  fru it m a r­
ket. 1 w ish  to  say in c losing  th a t we 
have b u ilt up a  pu re ly  co-operative 
associa tion  of b e rry  g row ers in th is  
d is tr ic t th a t is now four years  old and 
has been of m a te ria l benefit to  its  275 
m em bers w ho have in bearing  nearly  
1000 ac res  of berries. We have m an ­
aged to p reven t th e  slum p th a t has 
broken the  p rice  of o th e r tru ck  farm  
products to a p rice  litt le  above the 
cost of m arke ting , and un less condi­
tions grow  very m uch w orse, we will 
be able to pay a fa ir  p rice  for the h a r ­
vesting  of the b e rr ie s  and have 
enough left to  pay the taxes and buy 
th e  baby shoes.

N eed Y our Suit C leaned?  
H ave it  F ren ch  d ry  cleaned , 

p a ir in g  n ea tly  done. T a ilo rin g  
ad ies  an d  m en.

P E T E R  L EN A R D , T ailo r.

Re-
for

The Gift that will Gladden Every Day for Years
Come in and hear this machine play. Bring in your old favorite record. Hear each word, every note reproduced 

with a clarity accomplished only by Brunswick. The time when the idea was to give anything with no thought as to 
its usefulness has passed. Now a gift must be one that will last. Here’s one that will never wear out—will be ap­
preciated as much next year as this—and will improve the appearance of your home. Let us deliver one for a 
Christmas present.

Our store is crammed full of useful articles and our prices were never lower.
Roomy Chairs, Floor Lamps, Rugs, Stools, Pillows, Cedar Chests, Writing Desks,
Closets, Kitchen Cabinets, Library Tables, Davenports, Etc., Etc.

We offer in Furniture: 
Music Cabinets, China

A useful a rtic le  
find in stan t favor 
wife o r m other. A 
will b ring  pleasure 
a year. On display

t will 
h the 
t th a t 
tim es

now

Our record stock is constantly growing, selections by the most renowned musi­
cians are being added and we are confident that you will find just what you want 
in records here. Brunswick, of course, the best record for any phonograph. Come 
in and hear the December release.

YOUR HOME FURNISHER

A N D  R E C O R D S

F lake  n ap h th a lin e  placed in w ard ­
robes, under rugs or in the  folds of 
ga rm en ts  th a t  a re  to  be placed in s to r­
age will p reven t th e  a tta c k s  of clo thes 
m oths and beetles.

Looking a f te r  th e  o rch a rd  sp ray iyg  
equipm ent is adv isab le  a t  th is  season. 
C lean th e  sp ray e r w ith w a te r and oil 
th e  pum p cy linders  tho rough ly . I t is 
w ell to  d ra in  th e  engine to  p reven t 
dam age from  freezing  and  s to re  th e  
equipm ent in a  p ro tec ted  p lace ready 
for sp ring  sp ray ing .

Phone 603
ELECTRIC BUILDING

Gresham, Oregon

ELECTRIC SERVICE STATION
FLO YD  L. MACK

LICENSED ELECTRICIAN
I Can Give You Prompt, Reliable and Efficient Electric 
Service for Light, Heat or Power at any time.

SERVICE STATION
I Carry all parts for repairing Hot Point Electrical Appliances, as well as 
most makes of all others that are standard. '

Some Questions for Consumers of Electrical Current
W hen you buy electric  globes, appliances o r m otors, do you know if you a re  g e tting  
them  in the  r ig h t voltage to  insure  the longest and m ost efficient service? In o th er 
words, do you know  w hat vo ltage you have a t  your lam p sockets. I t  is supposed to 
he 110 volts, but as a ru le  it is not.

W hen you buy flashlight b a tte ries  o r bulbs, do you alw ays get the  r ig h t ones to 
give the  longest and m ost efficient service?

ASK SOMEONE WHO KNOWS
Do you know how to tes t your fuse plugs to  find the  defective ones. If not, call 

a t the  E lectric  Building and I will show you, and with every five dollars of electric  
goods purchased here, I w ill give you a  te s t socket, and  show you how to use it to  find 
defective fuse plugs alm ost instan tly .

I do Hiring for light and power at as reasonable a price as it can he done perfectly safe.

ELECTRICAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS ALWAYS USEFUL
I have a good line to choose from and will gladly get anything you may want 

that I do not have in stock.
The many electrical conveniences that I carry in stock, for the home, office, 

store or anywhere that electrical current is used, are to numerous to be mentioned 
here. Possibly I haven’t as large an assortment as some of the Portland stores, but

*jfl with your co-operation it will Be increased.
M I run give you the best of service, in flashlight batteries and bulbs. Guaranteed
”  new stock of batteries always on hand. w

S EDISON MAZDA LAMPS IN ALL SIZES AND STYLES
» a  The result of 36 years progress in home and commercial lighting.

Eor Prompt Electrical Service
7 A \  OR ANYTHING IN» 4 ELECTRICAL — RADIO

M '  / / A  \  SU PPLIES OR SERVICE
»4 tl " Telephone your needs, I will deliver

POTATO IMPROVEMENT 
MEANS CAREFUL WORK

A q u a r te r  of a cen tu ry  and m ore 
ago eas te rn  M ultnom ah had a re p u ta ­
tion  for th e  production  of a fine q u a l­
ity  of po ta toes for genera l purposes, 
and seed from  th is  locality  w as m uch 
In dem and. W hile th e  qu a lity  is still 
good and the  dem and for g enera l p u r­
pose stock  fa ir, it is becom ing m ore 

I and m ore c lea r to  those  who a re  
| study ing  th e  s itua tion  th a t  several 
' th ings a re  necessary  if th e  po ta to  In- 
I d u s try  in th is  section  is to  rem ain  a
( pay ing  industry .

Some of th e  th ings to be accom ­
plished a re , first, to  cu t down the 
acreage. Second, to  in c rease  the  p 'o -  

| duction  per acre . T he second goal 
m ay be reached  by a tten tio n  to  fo rtil- 

[ ization, p roper seeding and by I lie 
best possib le  c u ltu ra l m ethods. il er 
necessary  im provem ents w ill h the 

j specializ ing  on few v arie ties  and  the 
I ra is in g  th e  s tan d a rd s  of those  v arie ­
ties.

H ill S electing  the F oundation .
A num ber of potato  g row ers in th is  

v icin ity  have been p rac tic in g  h ill se ­
lecting  for severa l years  w ith  good r e ­
su lts . T h is is considered  th e  very 
foundation  of success in the business 
of ra is in g  seed fo r th e  m ark e t o r for 
th e  g en e ra l im provem ent of stock. F. 
N. L asiey  of C orbett has w orked along 
th is line fo r 25 y ea rs  and has sp ec ia l­
ized on th e  A m erican W onder for 17 
years . H e has earned  th e  repu ta tion  
of being an  au th o rity  on the  subject. 
P rof. G. R. H yslop of O. A. C., has 
said th a t  Mr. L asiey  has done m ore 
to im prove th e  A m erican W onder po­
ta to  th an  any  o th e r m an he knows.

Mr. L asley 's  reco rds show  th a t d u r­
ing th a t tim e he has Increased  the 
p roduction  p e r ac re  from  about 75 
bushels to  an  average  of m ore than  
■100 bushels. T h is  year, w hich was

low est sa le  iu th e  las t live years p re ­
ceding th is  y ear am ounted to  $902 
from  th ree  acres.

A lthough an en th u s ia s t on the 
A m erican W onder potato, as Im proved 
by him th rough  th e  past 17 y ea rs  of 
liill selection , Mr. I.asley does not 
recom m end g row ers to  specialize 
heavily  in th a t varie ty  a t p resen t on 
account of the  lack  of dem and for th is 
varie ty . It w ould seem adv isab le  to 
w ork on varie ties m ore in dem and In 
C alifo rn ia  for seed purposes. He em ­
phasizes, how ever, th a t the  grow er 
should se lec t a varie ty  am i stay  w ith 
It long enough to  develop it to  its 
h ig h es t possib le perfection.

It has been dem onstra ted , acco rd ­
ing to  Mr. L asiey , th a t th e  grow er 
who is ra is in g  seed in a com m ercial 
w ay cannot w ork  w ith m ore th an  one 
va rie ty  to  advan tage , on accoun t of 
th e  danger of m ixing varieties. He 
m ust know fe r c e rta in  w hat he 1h o f­
fering  for sa le  anti m ust he abso lu tely  
honest in I lls  work. T here  m ay have 
been cases w here m iddlem en have

ning. T hese should be soaked in th e  
s tan d a rd  corrosive sub lim ate  solu tion  
and p lan ted  in g round as free  as pos­
sib le  from  potato  d iseases. T he patch  
should be gone over tho rough ly  sev­
era l tim es during  the  grow ing  se a ­
son and  all p lan ts  w hich a re  diseased 
or off type should he dug, and  p o ta ­
toes, vines and  all ca rried  from  th e

I patch . W hen the po tatoes in th is  
plot a re  ripe  they  should  be dug by 
hand and care fu l se lec tions m ade 
again  from  th e  very  best h ills  for 
an o th e r m u ltip lie r plot th e  succeed­
ing year. The rem ainder of th e  po ta­
toes from  the  plot can  be used for 
g enera l p lan ting . T ills m ethod should 
he ca re fu lly  carried  out each and 
every year. Ity It any ca re fu l g row er 
can co n stan tly  Increase  h is p roduc­
tion per acre  and nt th e  sam e ‘ line 
ra ise  the q ua lity  of h is po ta toes atid 
th u s  help  to  solve h is m arke ting  
problem s.

FA RM EltS MUTUAL
NOW is  YEARS OLD

T he F a rm ers  M utual F ire  R elief a s ­
sociation  has ju s t ce leb ra ted  its  18th 
b irthday  w ith  a reco rd  of 10,000 m em ­
bers and m ore th an  $15,500,000 of In­
su ran ce  on Its books.

T he com pany hud Its beginning In 
bought one varie ty  of seed and have 1 1904. a t a  m eeting  of O regon fa rm ers .
know ingly  delivered  it as ano ther var 
lety, hut th e  tro u b le  is though t to he 
a s  often  w ith th e  grow er as w ith the 
buyer. One th e  o th e r hand, rum or has 
it  th a t a  la rg e  o rd e r cam e to  P o rtlan d  
recen tly  for drop seed po tatoes of the 
llu rh an k  varie ty , specifying th a t they 
should be grow n in .Multnomah county  
ea s t of the Sandy river. A lthough the 
o rder was for ten  tim es th e  to tal 
am oun t of th a t varie ty  raised  there , 
it  w as said to  have been filled.

Unsls of Potato Improvement.
The m u ltip lie r p lo t is sta ted  as the

basis of po tato  im provem ent. To the 
un in itia ted  th is  is explained as being 
the process by w hich a p roduct of a 
c e rta in  s tan d a rd  Is discovered and

considered  an  off year for potatoes, m ain tained . One m ust go to  th e  field 
h is po tatoes p lan ted  In A pril w ent for mid dig the m a tu re  po tatoes tiy hand, 
90 days w ithou t ra in  bu t in sp ite  ot ; tak in g  for next y e a r’s seed only those
th is  hand icap  they  p roduced  m ore 
th an  414 bushels per acre . On a c ­
coun t of th e  e x tra  quality  ra ised , the

from  h ills  p roducing  e igh t o r m ore 
m arke tab le  po tatoes, with no sm all or 
deform ed ones. T h is Is th e  begin-

M E A T
For Christmas

Just as good as Turkey 
and a whole lot cheap­
er. Get your orders for 
Christmas Poultry in 
early.
For a (hristmas Spe­
cial we will have 
Oysters.

LET US MEET YOUR MEAT NEEDS

Gresham Meat Market
Since 1903 A. J. W. BROWN, Prop

of w hich m any w ere from  the G resh ­
am d is tric t, a t w hich tim e they  de­
cided to  found an  associa tion  and In­
su re  th e ir  p to p e rty  on th e  co -opera­
tive p lan . In Novem ber of th a t  year 
a c h a r te r  w as obtained and th e  asso ­
cia tion  s ta rted  w ith a litt le  over 
$300.00(1 insu rance .

T he business has been a  success 
nnd d u rin g  th e  18 years  ft has paid 
ou t over $150,000 In fire losses.

G resham  is well rep resen ted  on the 
board , w ith H. W. S n ash a ll a s  p re s i­
den t and A ndrew  ilru g g er as d irec to r. 
The m anagem ent of th e  association  
has d u ring  Its life tim e been In the 
hands of those connected w ith  it  in 
th e  beginning. T he stan d in g  of th e  
associa tion  Is held so high th a t  its  
policies s re  accepted by th e  F edera l 
L and R ank, th e  s ta te  o t O regon and 
th e  la rg e  farm  loan agencies on loans 
m ade by them .

T he estim ated  saving to m em bers is 
$40,000 a year to  th e  fa rm ers  Insured  
and enables m any to  c a rry  in su ran ce  
who o therw ise  could no t afford it.

T he associa tion  is well know n in 
th is  te r r ito ry  and no one h as o ther 

I than  a  good w ord for th e  p lan.
T he annual m eeting  w ill he held a t 

■ th e  Sw iss hall, in P o rtlan d  on Jan u - 
I a ry  17 next.

Gas Prices.
T h in k  of gas a t  $6, «7, $8 and  $9 a 

'th o u sa n d  cubic feet! T h a ts  w hat the 
housew ives in m any A m erican c ities 

! had to  pay a litt le  over 60 years ago.
H ere a re  th e  "ch eap ” ra te s  charged  

j In those  days: M emphis, $5.50; St. 
Louis. $4 50; Mobile. $5.90; N ash- 

1 ville. $4.50; A tlan ta , $5.50; S avannah . 
$6 00; N orfolk, $6.00; V icksburg. $6;

, New O rleans, $4.00; C harleston , $7 00;
J M ontgom ery, $8.00; Macon, $8.00; 
¡G alveston, $8.00; San  F ran c isco ; $6, 
; and S acram en to , $9.00.

Few in d u stries  can  show as s teady  
a decline In the  p rice  of th e  a r tic le  

i they  sell as can  th e  gas Industry .— 
i T he M anufacturer.

Want aas. add to your profit.

I


