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BERNARD BARUCH TREATS SOME
ASPECTS OF FARMERS’ PROBLEMS

Telegraphic dispatches from  W ash­
ington yesterday bring the inform a­
tion  th a t the nom ination of Miss

The following article  was w ritten at 
the request of the ed ito r of the A tlan­
tic Monthly, who had been im portun- 
ed by a g rea t many of his readers to 

E lisabeth E. Johnson for postm aster give an unbiased and unprejudiced
at G resham  was favorably reported viewP°int of the so-called agricul­

t u r a l  movement. It came as a result 
to the senate by the com m ittee on ’ of a g reat many protests to the editor
postofflces and postroads This from a^ ricu Hural in terests against an 

article entitled  “The Menace of Spe- 
brings to a close the contest which cial P rivilege,” which also appeared
friends of Miss Johnson and of D. M. !ln , the A tlantic Monthly. The editor 

| selected Mr. Baruch because of hisRoberts, the present Incum bent, ¡„dependent viewpoint and because 
have been quietly waging for several of the previous studies he had made 
weeks, each for the ir favorite candi- , on this question at the request of the 
date. In the recent com petitive ex- K a“ T  S tate l,oard of A griculture 
am ination Miss Johnson received th e  , e ra tlo n . Mr Baruch WM aniong the 
h ighest and Mr "  '  • •• . i _ . ----Roberts the next first men of his background and pre­

vious relationships to tak e  a position 
so favorable to agricu ltu re. I t would 
seem th a t the article  is m ore oppor­
tune now than  when it was first pub­
lished.

highest m arks.
Miss Johnson has been employed 

in the federal building in P ortland  
for several years, and now th a t her 
nom ination has been confirmed she 
will sever her connections with tha t 
work. H er commission will be re­
ceived by mail w ithin a few weeks, 
a f te r  which she will take charge of I carefully read it all.)
the G resham  office. Both in educa­
tion and business experience Miss 
Johnson is considered fully capable 
for the new work which she will take 
up.

Mr. Roberts, who has been post­
m aster fo r the past five years and 
th ree m onths, has seen the service 
increase and improve in many ways. 
The receipts for th e  past year were 
$7863, an Increase of 25 per cent 
since he took office. The work of 
the office has increased 60 per cent 

"in the sam e tim e, asserts Mr. Rob­
erts. W hen Mr. Roberts took over 
the office the re  were 132 lock boxes 
in use, w ith many more available. 
There a re  now 230 boxes in use and 
a long w aiting list of persons desir­
ing them .

Back in 1916 when Mr. Roberts 
became postm aster, the Gresham of­
fice paid $1800, with $400 a year 
allowed as clerk hire. During the 
w ar the work was grea tly  increased 
in the  handling of all k inds of mail 
and the word went out from W ash­
ington tha t no salaries of postm as­
te rs would be Increased during the 
war. The allow ance for clerk hire, 
however, was increased to $700 a 
year, but th a t was inadequate to se­
cure and hold the help th a t was 
needed. Last Ju ly  the sa lary  of th is 
office was increased to $2200.

Mr. R oberts has been highly com­
mended by postofficq inspectors who 
have recently checked over his work, 
and report the office in splendid 
shape, w ith no irregu larity  in the 
conduct of the office, no shortages 
and no reports back.

W ith one exception, Mr. Roberts 
has held the G resham  postoffice long­
e r  than  any o ther person in recent 
years. The exception was th a t of 
Mrs. I. McColl, who was in charge 
here for 17 years.

The Outlook is, w ithout doubt the 
heaviest patron of the Gresham office, 
m ailing during  a year more than  
seven tons of second-class publica­
tions, besides a large am ount of p a r  
cel post and first-class m atter. It has 
found Mr. R oberts always courteous 
and accom m odating, an official ea rn ­
estly striv ing  to give the best service 
possible under existing circum stances.

FRUITMEN FAILED TO
OBTAIN A QUORUM

Not enough stockholders of the 
G resham  F ru it Growers assocation 
responded to the call for the annual 
m eeting yesterday to form  a quorum. 
In consequence it was decided to not 
issue a call for ano ther m eeting but 
to continue the present d irectors and 
officers for ano ther year.

The association owns the local can­
nery. which was leased for a period of 
ten years to the A. R upert company, 
now insolvent, and was released by 
the receiver to the Berry Growers 
Packing company which operated the 
plant fo r the first tim e last sum m er

Theodore Brugger is president of ! ^roup, an tagonistic to the rest of the
the  association, H. A. Lewis vice 
president and Jam es E lkington sec­
retary . The o ther d irectors are H E. 
Davis, W. C. Law rence and P. A. 
Johnson.

com m unity. R ather should we con­
sider ag ricu ltu re  in the ligh t of 
broad national policy, ju s t as we 
consider oil, coal, steel, d.vstuffs, and 
so forth , as sinews of national 
streng th . O ur grow ing population 
and a h igher standard  of living de­
mand increasing food supplies, and 
more wool, cotton, hides, and the 
rest. W ith the d isappearance of free 
or cheap fertile land, additional acre- 

____  a«e and Increased yields can come
Sale on all used m achinery and lm - j° nIy from CO8tIy effort- Thl" 

plem ents at Hessel«, Gresham . need not expect from an impover- i
-----  1 ished o r.u n h ap p y  ru ra l population. I

58-acre farm . 25*a"rea clear, 8- . “  " Ot d°  ,‘°  “ ke * n a rro ’
room bouse. large barn, family of the ru ra l discontent, o r to ap-
orchard. Owner will sell half o r praise It from the standpoint of yes-

acres if desired. Located on terday. This Ls peculiarly an age or
the main Sandy road 2 miles east fo «,1X and than™  and M n .i. n«Boring, 34 mile to the Mt Hood loop a " d " ,an*P, and "* w ,dpa”  Bp-
road F or particu lars call a t my cau8° 8 th ing always has been so no 
place of business a t Powell Valley, longer means th a t It Is righteous, or 
Phone 1075 or w rite K arl J. Hag- always shall be so. More perhaps 
berg. G resham , Oregon. than  ever befon> th#fe ta *

The Bank of G resham  pays 6 per "Pread l*ellng th a t all hum an rela- ( 
cent Interest on-tlm e deposits.— Ad (Hons can be Improved by tak ing

A Real Bargain.
Two lots on South Roberts avenue. 

Ijiys nicely. An Ideal building spot. 
2 34 blocks south  of M etzger’s store, 
92-foot front. 150 feet deep. Only 
$675. B. W. Thorne, a t Bank of 
G resham

Gresham Outlook

(The O utlook’s space is too lim ited 
to give the whole article  in full in one 
issue. It will be continued in two or 
th ree  issues. If in terested  in the 
farm er’s problem s you will want to

I.
The whole ru ra l world is in a fer­

m ent of unrest, and the re  is an un­
paralleled volume and In tensity  of de­
term ined, if not angry, p rotest, and 
an om inous sw arm ing of occupational 
conferences, in terest groupings, po­
litical movem ents and propaganda. 
Such a turm oil cannot bu t a rrest our 
careful study and exam ination. It is 
not likely th a t six million aloof and 
ruggedly independent men have come 
together and banded them selves into 
active unions, societies, farm  bureaus, 
and so forth , for no sufficient cause. P ruden t and orderly  ad justm ent of 

Investigation of the sub ject con- production and d istribu tion  in ac- 
clusively proves th a t, while there is cordance with consum ption is ree 

ognized as wise m anagem ent in everymuch oversta tem ent of grievances 
and misconception of rem edies, the 
farm ers are right In com plainings 
of wrongs long endured, and righ t in 
holding th a t it is feasible to relieve 
th e ir  ills w ith benefit to the rest of 
the com m unity. This being the case 
of an industry  th a t contributes, in 
the raw m aterial form alone, about 
one-third of the national annual 
w ealth production and is the means 
of livelihood of about 49 per cent of 
the population, it is obvious th a t the 
sub ject is one of grave concern. Not 
only do the farm ers m ake up one- 
half of the nation, but th e  well-be­
ing of the o ther half depends upon 
them .

So long as we have nations, a wise 
political economy will aim at a large 
degree of national self-sufficiency and 
self-contentm ent. Rome fell when the 
food supply was too far removed 
from  the belly. Like her, we shall 
destroy our own agricu ltu re  and ex 
tend our sources of food d istan tly  and 
precariously, if we do not see to it 
th a t our farm ers are well and fa ir­
ly paid for th e ir  services. The farm  
gives the nation  men as well as food 
C ities derive th e ir  v itality  and are 
forever renewed from the country 
but an im poverished countryside ex 
ports intelligence and re ta in s unin 
telligence. Only the lower grades of 
m entality  and character will rem ain 
on, o r seek, the  farm , unless agricul 
tu re  is capable of beng pursued with 
contentm ent and adequate com pensa­
tion. Hence, to em bitter and im­
poverish the farm er is to dry up and 
contam inate the  vital sources of the 
nation.

The war showed convincingly how 
dependent the  nation is on the full 
productivity  of the farm s. Despite 
herculean efforts, ag ricu ltu ra l pro­
duction kept only a few weeks or 
m onths ahead of consum ption, and 
th a t only by increasing the acreage 
ot certain  staple crops at th e  cost of 
reducing th a t of others. We ought 
not to forget th a t lesson when we 
ponder on the farm er's  problem s. 
They are tru ly  common problems 
and the re  should be no a ttem p t to 
deal with them  as If they were pure­
ly selfish dem ands of a clear-cut

business but th a t of farm ing. Yet 
I venture to say, there is no o ther in­
dustry  In which It Is so im portan t to 
the public— to the city-dw eller— that 
protection should be sure, steady, 
and increasing, and tha t d istribution  
should be in proportion to the need. 
The unorganized farm ers natu ra lly  
act blindly and Impulsively and, In 
consequence, su rfe it and dearth , ac­
com panied by disconcerting price- 
variations, harass the consum er. One 
year potatoes rot in the fields be­
cause of excess production, and there 
is a scarcity  of the things th a t have 
been displaced to  m ake way for the 
expansion of the potato  acreage; 
next year the punished farm ers mass 
th e ir  fields on some o ther crop, and 
potatoes en ter the class of luxuries; 
and so on.

A griculture is the g rea test and 
fundam entally  the most im portan t of 
ou r American industries. The cities 
are but the branches of the tree  of 
national life, the roots of which go 
deeply into the land. We all flourish 
or decline w ith the farm er. So, when 
we of the cities read of the present 
universal distress of the farm ers, of 
a slum p of six billion dollars in the 
farm  value of th e ir  crops In a single 
year, of th e ir  inability to meet m ort­
gages or to pay cu rren t bills, and 
how, seeking relief from  th e ir  Ills, 
they are  p lanning to  form pools, in-

WHAT THE FARMER NEEDS.

F irs t— Storage warehouses for 
cotton, wool, and elevators to r 
g rain , of sufficient capacity to 
meet the maximum dem and on 
them  a t the peak of the m arketing  
period.

Second— W eighing and grading 
of ag ricu ltu ra l products, and cer­
tification thereof, to be done by 
im partial and d isin terested  public 
inspectors, to elim inate underpay­
ing, overcharging, and unfair 
grading, and to facilita te  the  u tili­
zation of the sto red  products as 
the basis of credit.

T hird— A certain ty  of credit 
sufficient to enable the m arketing  
of products in an orderly  m anner.

F ourth  —  The departm en t of 
ag ricu ltu re  should collect, tab u ­
late, sum m arize and regularly  
and frequently  publish and dis­
tribu te  to the fa rm er’s full in­
form ation from  all the m arkets of 
the world, so th a t they shall be as 
well inform ed of th e ir  selling posi­
tion as buyers now are  of their 
buying position.

F ou rth— Freedom  to in tegrate  
the business of ag ricu ltu re  by 
means of consolidated selling 
agencies, co-ordinating and co­
operating  in such a way as to put 
the farm er on an equal footing 
with the large buyers of his prod­
ucts, and with com m ercial rela­
tions in o ther industries.

though t, and th a t it is not becoming 
for the reasoning anim al to leave his 
destiny largely to chance and natu ra l 
incidence.

lau g u ra te  farm ers' strikes, and de- 
j mand legislation abolishing gram  
exchanges, private cattle  m arkets, 
and the like, we ought not hastily to 
brand them  as economic heretics and 
highw aym en, and hurl a t them  the 
charge of being seekers of special 
privilege. R ather, we should ask if 
th e ir  trouble is not ours, and see what 
can be done to improve the situation. 
Purely from self-in terest, if for no 
h igher motive, we should help them. 
All of us w ant to get back perm a­
nently to “ norm alcy ;" but is it rea­

so n a b le  to hope for tha t condition 
unless our g reatest and most basic 
industry  can be put on a sound and 
solid perm anent foundation? The 

i farm ers are not entitled  to special 
privileges; but a re  they not right in 

J dem anding th a t they be placed on an 
I equal footing w ith the buyers of the ir 
i products and with o ther industries? 

II.
Let us, then, consider some of the 

farm er’s grievances, and see how far 
they are real. In doing bo, we should 
rem em ber tha t, while there have 

j been, and still are, instances of pur- 
I poseful abuse, the subject should not 
I lie approached with any general im- 
! putation  to existing d istributive 
I agencies of deliberately intentional 
oppression, but ra th e r  with the con­
ception th a t the m arketing of farm  
products has not been modernized.
* An ancient evil, and a persistent 
one, Is the undergrading of farm by the president. They are as fol- 
products, w ith the resu lt th a t w h a t llow s:
the farm ers sell as of one quality 
resold as of a higher. T hat th is sort 
of chicanery should persist on any 
Im portant scale in these days of bu 
Iness in teg rity  would seem alm ost in 
credible, but the re  is much evidence 
th a t It does so persist. Even as 
write, the new spapers announce the 
suspension of several firms from th 
New York Produce Exchange for ex­
porting  to Germany as No. 2 wheat 
whole sh ip load of grossly in ferior 
w heat mixed with oats, chaff and the 
like.

A nother evil Is th a t of Inaccurate 
weighing of farm  products, which, it 
is charged, is som etim es a m a tte r of 
d ishonest intention  and som etim es of 
protective policy on the part of the 
local buyer, who fears tha t he may 
"w eigh o u t"  m ore than  he "w eighs 
In.”

A g rea te r grievance is th a t at pres 
en t the field farm er has little  o r no 
control over the  tim e and conditions 
of m arketing  his products, with the 
resu lt th a t he Is often underpaid for 
his products and usually overcharged 
for m arketing  service. The difference 
between w hat the  farm er receives 
and what the consum er pays often 
exceeds all possibility of justification 
To cite a single illustration . Last 
year, according to figures a ttested  by 
the railw ays and the grow ers, Geor­
gia w aterm elon-raisers received on 
the average 7.5 cents for a melon, the 
railroads got 12.7 cents for carrying 
It to Baltim ore, and the consum er 
paid one dollar, leaving 79.8 cents for

General com m ittee— S. IL Hall, 
Leslie W alrad, W. A. Hessel.

Food com m ittee— A. W. Metzger, 
Cecil Metzger, A. J. W. Brown, Miss 
Minnie Schrepel.

E nterta inm ent com m ittee —  A. 
Dowsett, K. A. Miller, W alter 
A drian.

General arrangem ent com m ittee—  
E. W. Aylsworth, A lbert Ekstrom , 
A. Meyers, B. L. W alrad.

It is expected the attendance will 
be la rger than last year and plans 
will be made to accom m odate about 
1500 persons. This banquet is es 
pecially for farm ers and th e ir  wives 
who a ttend  the sessions of F arm er's  
Week. It will be held in Masonic 
hall on Saturday, January  21, at 
noon.

C. H. JOHANSON IS 
HONORED BY SCHOOL

Continued on page 2

UNCLE SAM’S WOMEN CHIEFS

hose board Mr. Johanson was a 
member, closed th is  afternoon in his 
honor and teachers and many pupils 
attended the services. This m orning 
at assembly Principal Roy E. Cannon 
and W. C. Lawrence, chairm an of the 
board of directors, gave short ta lks 
se tting  forth  the ste rling  qualities of 
Mr. Johanson as a friend and leader 
of young people.

FREE METHODISTS WILL 
HOLD QUARTERLY MEET

Q uarterly  m eeting services will be 
held in the Free M ethodist church 
this week, conducted by District 
E lder W. T. Klotzbach of Portland, 
who will preach on Friday and Sat­
urday evenings at 8 o ’clock and on 
Sunday morning. Th Sunday school 
will meet a t 1« o ’clock and be fol­
lowed by the love feast and preach­
ing service. In the evening the Rev. 
II. C. W illiams of N ebraska will 
preach. It Is expected th a t these 
m eetings will continue every night 
next week All are Invited to partic­
ipate.

Many women are now ho ld ing office» in the government at W ashing, 
ton from  chiefs of bureaus down to typists Above are some of the lead­
ers: ( I )  M in  Grace Abbott, Chi, of C h ild rens  Bureau. (2) M o - M ary 
Anderson, Chief o f W omen'» Bureau. Labor Departm ent, (3 , Mrs Mabel 
W .lleb randt assistant attorney general (4 ) M rs Helen Gardner. Bureau 
th ie f  C iv il Service Com m ission, (5 ) L)i. Valencia la ik t r .  b c c ic u .y  
bocia l H ig iene Board.

ion of the conference« of the French 
and British prem iers In Ixindon.

A pessim ist Is one who looks for a 
cure before he gets the disease

TUESDAYS
AND

FRIDAYS

1  P. R. L  & P. CO. WILL 
IMPROVE SERVICE

MISS ELISABETH E. JOHNSON.
Who expects soon to receive her com­

mission as Gresham postm aster.

BUSINESS MEN TO
• HAVE SOCIAL MEETING

W. A. Hessel, president of the 
G resham  Business Men’s usociution, 
has invited the members of the asso­
ciation to meet at his home W ednes­
day evening, January  I I ,  for a busi­
ness and social gathering . Light re­
freshm ents will be served and a so­
cial tim e enjoyed.

Com m ittees on arrangem ents for 
the business m en’s banquet, which is 
an annual fea tu re  of F arm er's Week 
for next week, have been appointed

The P ortland Railway, Light &
Power company has begun the con­
struction  work necessary to give 

¡Gresham an un in terrup ted  light and 
power service so th a t the occasional 
lapsese of the past will not occur in 
the fu ture , according to officials of 
the company.

Y esterday members of the city 
council and a com m ittee of the busi­
ness men met with O. B. Coldwell, 
vice president of the light and power 
company, and E. L. Meyers, of the 
traffic departm ent, and heard an ou t­
line of the com pany’s new plans. The 
com pany’s representatives also in te r­
viewed many of the business con­
cerns and assured them  of the com­
pany’ desire to give an adequate se r­
vice in this territory .

The announcem ent was gladly re­
ceived by all concerned and assu r­
ances of co-operation with the com­
pany were general and hearty.

II. O. Heston, the com pany’s elec­
trical engineer, Is In charge of the 
work of pu tting  in the necessary con­
nections.

As outlined to the Outlook rep o rt­
er the new Installation will connect 
the city lines with the high voltuge 
lines from the Cazadero and River 
Mill hydro-electric plants, which lines 
follow the O W, P. electric between 
P ortland  and Estacada. H eretofore 
the service for most of the Gresham 
patrons has come from the Bull Run 
power plant, with the main tran s­
form ers located at Ruby Junction. 
This system will still be m aintained 
and used as a relay, o r reserve, in 
case of necessity. Thus no m atte r 
w hat happen, unless both system s 
should be incapacitated at the same 
time, it is claimed the company will 
be able to avert any in terrup tion  in 
light and power service to th is lo­
cality.

The changes necessary are now be­
ing made and are expected to be com­
pleted w ithin a short time. In view 
of the large increase in the use of 
electricity  in th is section, and the 
dependence of many enterprises on 
regularity  of power, the news of th is 
Improvement is particu larly  welcome 
and it will remove any occasion for 
com plaint against the company.

Among thoBe who met Mr. Coldwell 
yesterday were Mayor Miller, and 
Councilm an Raker, and Messrs. S tra t­
ton, W alrad and Meyers of the busi­
ness men.

The com pany’s representatives also 
met Messrs. Mlckelon and Nelson, 
who represented the  sawm ill men of 
the Sandy and Bull Run sections, who 
discussed the m atte r of handling lum ­
ber and ties th rough the com pany's 
flume and tunnel. The electric com-

Charles H. Johanson, well known 
lum berm an and farm er of P leasant 
Home and leader in progressive move­
m ents In his com m unity, passed away 
at Good Sam aritan hospital In P o rt­
land last Saturday afternoon a fte r  a 
lingering illness from diabetes. He 
was 54 years of age. He is survived
by his widow and the following c h i l- , ,,any has gran ted  th is privilege to the 
dren, all living near P leasant Home: 8MW,nl"  men.
Ralph and Mabel of the family home Thp trafflc departm ent of the P. R. 
and W alter and W illard. He leaves * P ’ ,n n o u l>«'" d rastic fre igh t re- 
also four sisters, Mrs. H annah Nelson ( ,luct,ons on 8,1 suburban lines, 

the Kelso neighborhood; Mrs. j am o“ “ U“ « to from 15 per cent to 30 
Lena Hall of Vancouver, W ash in g -:pPr CPnt on clasH and commodity 
ton ; Mrs. Amanda Gustofson of ra” ‘8’ ,o become effective on January  
Craw ford, W ashington; and Mrs . I 21 on 8tate business, and on February  
C harlo tte  Engstrom  of New York 15 0,1 °u t-of-sta te  business.
City. j Officials of the company say they

The funeral was held th is after- arP looltl,1K ,o r  8 considerable In- 
noon from the P leasant Home Bap- CrPaae *n lum ber and tie business out 
ttet church, where a host of friends of t *1*8 te rr ,tory. as the general de- 
gathered  to pay th e ir  respects to the mand for these com m odities is In­
memory of the deceased. , creasing. This will be of particu lar

Union high school of Gresham , of advan tage to th e  local mill» as the
trans-continen tal ra te  on lum ber and 
ties Is no higher from  local points 
than from Portland.

The Portland Railway, Light & 
Power company has atrady begun pre­
lim inary work on the developm ent of 
a new, large hydro-electric power unit 
located on the upper Clackam as above 
Cazadero. The particu lar site Is 
known as the Three Links creek. It 
will require several years to construct 
the necessary dam , tunnels and build­
ings. It is expected to have the first 
unit ready In 1924 This will pro­
duce the equivalent of 30,000 h. p. 
The u ltim ate capacity of the Three 
Links electric generating  p lant will 
be 80,000 h. p.

When com pleted th is will be one of 
the g rea t developm ents of the west 
and will be la rger than  all th ree of 
the com pany's hydro-electric plants 
now located within about twenty-five 
mile« of Gresham. The plant at Bull 
Run is rated  a t 20,000 h. p., the one 
at River Mill a t 16,000 h. p.. and 
the one a t Cazadero at 24,000 h p.

An American superin tendent for 
the Relchabank wa« one of the prop- 

The Allied Suprem e Council will j osltlons discussed by Prem iers llriand 
be asked a t its next m eeting in Can and Lloyd George at the ir conference 
nes to Invite the interested nations In Ixmdon last week, according to the 
to  appoint a commission to m ake | Paris Temps. With the Idea of glv 
plans for the rehabilita tion  of central Ing the Institution an autonom ous 
Europe and Russia. This decision regim e, the paper adds, Germany 
was arrived a t during the last see- would be given at the sam e tim e a

fixed date to put necessary fiscal re­
form s Into effect.

Anyway we’ve lived long enough 
to see calves clad In silk.


