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W ar activities were m anifested :n 
ail of the lines of the library  work for 
m onths before our country was draw n 
into the conflict, and when the tim e 
came for the actual participation  in 
the struggle , all of the m em bers of 
the stafT were s tirred  to a high point 
of patrio tic  enthusiasm . W hen in 
June  of 1917 the A. L. A. in au g u ra t­
ed plans for the extension of library 
service into every branch of the gov­
ernm ent war service, it found the 
lib rarians of Oregon most w illing co­
ad ju tors. U nder the first plans for 
the work, the headquarte rs for the 
N orthw est sta tes w ere located in 
P ortland , and o u r lib rarian , Miss 
Mary Frances Isom, was appointed 
d is tribu to r for the whole northw est. 
Books began to come in from  all di­
rections. The actual work of d is trib ­
uting  them began with sm all collec­
tions sen t to the men on guard  a t the 
bridges, tunnels and docks th rough­
out the state . A num ber of stout 
wooden cases, fitted w ith shelves and 
having a capacity of approxim ately 
60 books, w ere made for the double 
purpose of transporting  the books 
safely and of serving as a bookcase in 
the camps to which they w ere sent. 
These cases have “ Soldier’s L ibrary" 
stenciled on the cover, and, as the ir 
use has been extended grea tly  since 
the first days of the work, they may 
s till be seen doing duty in many par ts 
of the sta te .

F irst D istribution.
E arly  in Ju ly  the first large collec­

tion of books, about one thousand In 
num ber, was made ready and was 
divided between V ancouver B arracks 
and the com pany on duty at C lacka­
mas.

In Septem ber the first g rea t drive 
for W ar Libray funds was mgde and 
our part was carried out under the 
supervision of Mr. W. L. B rew ster, as 
sta te  director. In P ortland, the li­
b rarians en tered  into the  cam paign 
with zest, feeling it a privilege to do 
work. The responsibility of o rg an iz­
ing the campaign in the d istric ts east 
of the river and In South P ortland 
rested upon the branch librarians. 
Each d istric t solved the problem  in 
a little  different way, by house ‘o 
house canvass, by motion p icture 
shows, by en tertainm ents, and, in one 
case, by a “Jitney" dance in the school 
house. The house to bouse canvass 
was the most difficult plan, In some 
d istric ts the “response was most gen 
erous, but in o thers it was m arked by 
g reat indifference. From  the vantage 
ground of the present hearty  accept­
ance of the value of books for the sol­
diers, it is of In terest to look back to 
those first days of the work and to re­
m em ber how many people had then to 
be convinced tha t books were a real 
need in the sold ier's  life. More than 
one w orker met the old veteran  of the 
Civil W ar who said th a t “ such things 
were not provided for him when he 
was a soldier, why did these boys 
need them ,” or the person who knew 
th a t “ the boys would be so excited 
th a t they would not want books and, 
if they did, would have no tim e to 
read them ,” or, s tran g e r s till, the 
old arm y officer who dreaded the 
“ soften ing" effect of books and such 
pleasures upon boys who were to be 
fitted for the ste rn  business of wav. I 
But eventually  the drive was brought ' 
to a successful conclusion, the o r ig i- ' 
nal siitn of one million dollars asked 
of the nation  at large being exceeded 
by $600,000. And all th is tim e the 
books had been com ing in from  all • 
over the N orthw est to the upper floor

of the P ortland Public L ibrary 
where they were carefully  sorted  and 
prepared for use in the camps by the 
volunteer work of the lib rarians in 
the evenings and on th e ir  half holi­
days. G rateful acknow ledgem ent 
must also be made of the assistance 
given by volunteers from outside the 
lib rary  staff. W hen the books began 
to come in by the thousands, the vol­
ume of the work necessary in pre­
paring them  grew to large propor­
tions. and it would have been diffi­
cult indeed to have kept it up w ith­
ou t the assistance of these w orkers 
who gave regu la r days each week to 
the m onotonous task  of pasting la ­
bels and book pockets and of w riting 
book cards.

E ig h t F o rts  Get Books.
By Septem ber, 1917, 22,000 books 

had been received and 14,000 were 
in the field, 9,000 of them  being dis­
tribu ted  am ong the eight forts of the 
Coast A rtillery, the Navy Yard at 
B rem erton, the B arracks at V ancou­
ver, and 5,000 a t Camp Lewis.

A fter some tim e, the work in ­
creased so greatly  th a t the la rger d is­
tric t of the northw est was divided itj- 
to sm aller d istricts, w ith the sta te  as 
the unit, and Miss Isom was appoin t­
ed superv isor of Oregon, to which d is­
tr ic t was also added Vancouver B ar­
racks and F o rts  Canby and Columbia 
because of th e ir  nearer proxim ity to 
Portland.

W hen the Spruce Production Divi­
sion became an established d ep a rt­
m ent of the w ar service, w ith V an­
couver B arracks as its d istribu ting  
center, the opportun ities for lib rary  
service grew  rapidly. Every effort 
was made not only to m eet the de­
m ands for books as they came in, but 
also to an tic ipate  the dem ands w hen­
ever possible by being constantly  on 
the a le rt to learn of new squadrons, 
new hospital w ards, and la te r i f  new- 
spruce cam ps where books would be 
needed.

The work a t Vancouver B arracks 
th roughout nearly  the whole period 
of our participation  in the w ar has 
been very in teresting . Good collec­
tions of books have been established 
and m aintained in the th ree  Y. M. 
C. A. hu ts, sm aller collections hav? 
been furnished for use in the rec rea­
tion rooms of various squadrons, and 
each hospital ward has been supplied 
with one of the sm all wall cases. The 
general supervision of the work in 
the “ Y" hu ts was carried  on for some 
m onths under She voluntary  super­
vision of Miss Sadie Noyes, one of the 
assistan ts in the  O rder departm ent. 
In addition to  all the o ther work, on 
every S aturday afternoon for nearly  
a year's tim e, two o r th ree  m em bers 
of the lib rary  staff have given th e ir  
free half day to visiting the hospital 
wards. On these trips every ward was 
visited, books and m agazines taken 
to all of the boys and each one was 
given the opportunity  to ask for the 
book of his choice which was taken 
to him  on the next trip . At the pres­
en t tim e, the work in the B arracks 
has reached such proportions th a t the 
A. L. A. has deemed it of sufficient 
Im portance to erect a sm all building, 
which is now in process of construc­
tion, and to appoint a perm anent b 
brarian  In the person of Miss Eliza­
beth J. H erring ton , form erly lib rarian  I 
of the N orth P ortland  branch. It will I 
still be necessary, however, because | 
of the extent of the work, fo r the 1 
Portland  lib rarians to give consider ! 
able vo lun teer service In reparing  the i 
books for the shelves, and la ter, when I

the building is opened, in filling the 
schedule of open hours.

Spruce t a n q »  Supplied.
As soon as the spruce camps were 

established in the woods, books were 
sen t out to  them  in collections based 
on the general plan of supplying one 
book per man. These collections, like 
the oneB supplied In the Barracks 
and o ther places, were composed in 
part of fiction and in p art of books 
of history, travel, poetry, and on all 
technical subjects in which the men 
w ere in terested . Dozens of books 
on logging, gas engines, electricity, 
railroad  construction and o ther tech­
nical subjects were purchased and 
sent out from  A. L. A. headquarters 
for Inclusion in these collections. 
Books on the war and on m ilitary 
tactics were also supplied in re ­
sponse to the g rea t dem and, and la ­
te r a dictionary, an a tla s  and a war 
map were included in every collec­
tion sent out. The w ar service file 
in our correspondence is the record 
of the m easure in which these books 
were appreciated, contain ing as it 
does many g ratefu l responses, ran g ­
ing from  the com m anding officers 
who welcomed the books for the ir 
own use and as a means of control 
for th e ir  men, to the privates who 
used them  for both recreation  and 
study. Every effort has been made 
not only to send the one original col­
lection to each camp, but also to re ­
spond prom ptly to the individual re- 
quess wthich have come in steadily  
from  officers and privates.

Perm ission had been obtained 
from A L. A. headquarte rs to give 
some lib rary  service to the L. L. L. L. 
camps, when requested, as it was de­
sired to recognize the fact th a t they 
were w orking in accord with the 
ideals of the governm ent. About 
2,500 books had been sen t ou t and 
plans for much more extended serv­
ice made, b u t it was necessary to 
abandon these on the signing of the 
arm istice and ending of the  spruce 
work as a governm ent project. 

Em ergency F leet R em em bered. 
L ibrary  service for the ships of 

the Em ergency F leet is also an im ­
po rtan t item  of the work. As soon 
as it is known th a t a  ship is to be 
tu rned  over to the Navy D epartm ent, 
a collection of fiction and technical 
books, based on the sam e plan as the 
ones sen t to the spruce camps, is 
made up and sent to the dock, where 
it is put on board the ship ju s t be­
fore it sails. The technical books In 
these collections are on subjects of 
in te rest to naval men, and include 
tvireless telegraphy, m arine engi- 
ship, and many o ther subjects of im- 
quests which have come In steadily  
ship, and many o ther subjects of im ­
portance. D ictionaries and atlases 
are also Included in these collections. 
All told, 33 ships, with crews ran g ­
ing in num ber from  40 to 100 men, 
have been supplied with a to ta l of 
2,500 books.

In the early  days of the w ork the 
troop tra in s  passing th rough  the city 
were also supplied with books and 
m agazines, but la te r th is need was 
m et by the Y. M. C. A. centers at the 
points w here the men en tra ined , and , 
was no longer necessary as a part of 
our work Only about 1,200 books ' 
were so d istribu ted .

As has been partially  indicated, j 
the response to these dem ands has 
been possible th rough  the large 
num ber of books com ing in as gifts, i 
and th rough those which it has been , 
possible to  purchase with the funds J 
collected in the drives for m oney .'

Im petus was given to the inflow of 
g ift books by two book drives, one 
in March. 1918, the o th e r in Sep­
tem ber, 1918, In both of these the 
response was most generous. Es­
pecial m ention should be made of 

j th a t part of each book campaign 
! which was carried  on by the high 
schools of the  city. System atic plaus 

, were made by capable leaders, and a 
splendid response obtained. Lincoln 
high school leading with a to ta l of 
5,566 books, and Jefferson second 
w ith a to ta l of 3,651 books. All the 
sm aller lib raries of the s ta te  have
done w onderful work, collecting a ♦
large num ber of books and, in near­
ly ever case, sending these books in 
already prepared for the shelves of 
the various libraries, thus saving a 
large am ount of work a t head q u ar­
ters. All these sources, taken  in con­
nection w ith the steady stream  of 
hooks which comes in a ll the  tim e 
from  In terested  friends of the sol­
diers and sailors, have netted  up to 
the  presen t date, Novem ber 16, 
1918, a to ta l of 66,738 books.

The follow ing table gives the ap ­
proxim ate sum m ary of the  d istribu ­
tion of these books:

Spruce Froduction D ivision.
To soldier c a m p s ....................... 12,170
To L. L. L. L. cam ps..............  2,459
To Vancouver B arracks ----- 11,981

T otal ........................ - .............26,610
Places.

To B rem erton ............................  4,002
To Camp Lew is.............................17,084
To Coast A rtillery  fo rts ..........  5,755
To m iscellaneous places ........  2,374
To ships .............................. - ....... 2,511

Total ........................................31,726
Grand to ta l sen t dut to Ndv.

16, 1918 ................................  68,336
A pproxim ate num ber on hand 8,402

66,738
No m ention has been made up to 

th is point of the work w ith the m ag­
azines, because the m agnitude of thlB 
has been so g rea t as to m ake it de­
serving of special notice. From  the 
beginning, the m agazines came in in 
such quan tities as to make the ir so r t­
ing and disposal an im m ense prob­
lem. 'M iss E. R uth Rockwood, the 
reference lib rarian , has been in gen­
eral charge of the work th roughou t 
the  whole tim e, but in October, 
1917, the volume becam e so g rea t as 
to require assistance from  outside the 
lib rary . This was readily  furnished 
by a com m ittee from the Association 
of Collegiate Alumnae. This com­
m ittee spends about one day a week 
at the work and up to the present 
date  has sorted  about 100 tons. A fter 
sorting , the  cu rren t num bers were 
set aside for use in the forts, camps 
and o th e r places, and the old num ­
bers were sold, giving a source of 
revenue whch has been used in the 
purchase of subscriptions to desir­
able m agazines for the camps and for 
special num bers of o th e r magazines.

Magazine* Sent.
From  October, 1917, to Ju ly , 1918, 

a box of cu rren t m agazines was sent 
to F o rts  F lagler, W orden, Casey, 
W hitm an, Stevens, Colum bia and 
Canby. In Septem ber the W ashing­
ton forts w ere taken from  our list 
and m onthly boxes have been sent to 
the rem aining th ree  forts. Begin­
ning wth th is  fall, a plan was worked 
out where by a box of cu rren t num ­
bers has been sen t m onthly to each 
of the Y. M. C. A; cen ters for the 
work with the spruce camps, from 
these cen ters they have been d is trib ­
uted by the  Y. M. C. A. m en^to the

, neighboring camps. Individual pack­
ages have been sent to cam ps uot in 
the vicinity of the Y. M C. A. cen- 

, ters. The need for some m agazines 
j not received a t  all or not received in 
1 sufficient num bers was very soon evl- 
I dent and in January  plans were made 
' for subscriptions in the perm anent 
; places, especially for the more popu- 
i lar technical periodicals. Eighty-six 
subscriptions have been sent to the 
following places: F ort Stevens,
B rem erton, F ort W orden, F o rt Col­
um bia, F ort Casey. F ort F lagler, Ft. 
Townsend. F ort W hitm an, Y. M. C. A. 
at Newport, camp at South Beach. 
Y. M. C. A. at Toledo and at W ald­
port. and to the Soldiers’ and Salors' 
club In th is city. The periodicals 
sent have been generally Popular 
Mechanics, Scientific A in e r ic a,n 
Scientific American Supplem ent, 
E lectrical W orld and Tlm berm an 
with some changes w here there were 
special requests. Some subscriptions 
have also been sent to the com m ittee 
for use as needed. W ith the change 
due to the end of the war, m agazines 
are purchased as needed. In Septem ­
ber, an o rder from  the P ostm aster 
G eneral was obtained by whch we are 
given part of the  m agazines sent to 
the camps with the one cent postage. 
Mr. Myers had been very kind be­
fore in le tting  us have uncalled for 
magazines, and both have helped us 
out very much. The rest of the m ag­
azines have been given to us by the 
people of the city, large quan tities be­
ing collected by the high schools and 
by the grade schools with the co-op­
era tion  of the Paren t-T eacher asso­
ciation.

P a r t of the money received from  
the m agazines has been spent for 
scrap-books for the hospitals. Two 
thousand six hundred have been o r­
dered, 1,250 huve been sen t out, 760 
to hospitals at V ancouver, Fort 
Stevens, F ort Canby, F o rt Columbia 
and Newport, and Base H ospital 
Unit No. 46 took 500 of them  to 
France. F ifty  are sen t regularly  ev­
ery two m onths to F o rt Stevens, at 
the request of M ajor Finch.

In addition to th is regularly  
planned work, a box of m agazines 
has been Sent with every collection of 
books sent ou t from  the Portland 
headquarters.

F inancial R eport.
The following tab le gives the de­

tails of the resu lt of the work of the 
m agazine com m ittees:

RECEIPTS.
Sale of old m agazines $455.81
Sale of scrap-books. . 31.08
Discount ............. 2.36
Postage ....................................... .16

Total 8 4 8 9 4 1
EXPENDITURES.

Subscriptions $232.49
Magazines bought ................ 19.20
Scrap-books 99.67
P ictures for Y. M. C. A.-Van -

ro iiv «  r 22.73
Twine 30.97
Postage ...................................... 8.09
Binding Y outh 's Companion

for Vancouver ..................... 10.50
M iscellaneous expenses ‘ 10.89

Balance ........................
8434 64

64.87

8489.41
It is earnestly  hoped th a t the gifts

of books and m agazines will continue
to come into the library , as the re  will 
he great need for all of them  a t the 
barracks and the forts during  the 
process of dem obilization.

When the h istory  of the war is

w ritten , the work of the libraries 
m ust, in justice, be given much a t ­
tention in connecton with the o ther 
w elfare work. As a w elfare agency 
the lib rary 's  work falls into two 
classes, recreational and educational. 
Much has been w ritten of both of 
these phases of the work in the camp 
lib raries and overseas. Up to the 
present time, however, little  has been 
said of the value of the work which 
has been done in our own state . The 
educational side of the work has been 
touched upon slightly  in th is report. 
At the present tim e, so soon a fte r  the 
signing of the arm istice, we are  a l­
ready made aw are of the change in 
the dem ands for books. A lready the 
boys are coming to the various Y. M 
C. A. centers and asking for books on 
farm ing, and o ther th ings which will 
help to  re-establish them  in the 
world to which they are return ing . 
O rders have been telegraphed to 
headquarte rs for collectons of books

,on all these vocational subjects and 
'th e y  are  now on the ir way out to us, 
j and the work will be continued until 
; the last phases of dem obilization are 
ended.

keep ing  Up Morale.
The recreational side of the work 

in ou r s ta te  bears an im portance th a t 
is probably not exceeded in o ther lo­
calities. We have heard much about 
the necessity for keepng up the m or­
ale of the soldier. To the casual ob­
server it would seem th a t th is might 
not have been so difficult a m atte r in 
a well organized m ilitary camp, 
where every agency co-operated to 
bring about the desired effect, and 
where the boys had before them  the 
incentive of advanced m ilitary service 
overseas, with all of its opportuntv  

I for glory and adventure. But in the 
spruce divisions, keeping up the m or­
ale has been an entirely  different m at­
ter. The work has been hard and 
un in teresting , many of the boys wero 
sent into it th rough  no decision of 
th e ir  own, and many of them  fran k ­
ly owned th a t they hated it. The 

| m ajority  of them  w anted to go to 
France, but, except for a sho rt time, 
very few of them  ever felt th a t there 
was airy chance of the ir being Bent 
over. One of them  expressed it 
thus, “ A fter the wur is over, all the 
fellows will be asking us where we 
were in France, and we will have to 
say we w eren’t there a t a ll."  And, 
he added, “ Nothing could be worse 
than  th a t."  Under such conditions, 
keeping up the m orale of these 
groups of men was no easy task  and 
needed every bit of assistance th a t 
could be given to these isolated 
camps. T hat it has been kept up is 
a ttes ted  by the outcom e of the work 
of the Spruce Producton Division, 
and th a t the books which have been 
sent out by the A. L. A. th rough  the 
volunteer work of the lib rarians of 
Oregon played the ir p art in th is  re­
su lt, is shown by the many reports 
coming in from  the com m anding of­
ficers of the camps and from  the 
Y. M. C. A. men, who have so will­
ingly co-operated with us in every 
way.

It only rem ains to com plete the a c ­
count of the w ar work of the staff 
up-to-date, to add the fact of the 
d epartu re  of ou r lib rarian , Miss Mary 
Frances Isom, on O ctober 30, for six 
m onths’ war lib rary  service with the 
A. L. A. in France. This is decided­
ly in the natu re  of volunteer work, 
as the only rem uneration  she receives 
is the paym ent of her expenses. 

ZULEMA KA8TUNLAT8K Y,
A ssistant L ibraran .

Auction Sale
ON THE OLD HURLBURT PLACE 

About 2 miles east of Springdale and 2 miles 
South of Corbett, Ore.

E xtra O utlooks of the C hristmas 
issue will be mailed a t 6c each.

Spotlights and electric horns. C. 
E. Osburn & Co.

Few Escape.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 30
Beginning a t 10 o 'clock  a. m.

9 Head of Cattle
COW, Holstein, 8 years old, fresh six weeks ago. COW, Jersey. 

4 years old, will freshen April lOtli. HELFER, Holstein, 3 years old, 
bred October 8th. 2 HEIFERS, .Jersey-Holstein, 1 year, 9 months, will 
freshen May 18th, 1919. HEIFER, Holstein-Guernsey, 1 year old. 
HEIFER, Jersey-Durham, 9 months old. STEER, Holstein-Guernsey,
9 months old. HULL, Holstein-Guernsey, 1 year, six months old.

(AU Cows Tuberculin Tested)

4 Horse*
GRz\Y HORSE. 9 year» old, weight about 900 pounds. BAY HORSE, {
10 years old, about 900 pounds. SORREL .MARE, 12 years old, about j 
144M) pounds. IRON-GRAY HORSE, 12 years old, about 1400 pounds.

Sow with litter of 8 Pigs.
6 tons Baled Clover Hay.

Double Set Harness. Single Set Harness. Buggy. Hack. Light 
Wagon. Mower, in good shape. Household Goods and other articles 
too numerous to mention.

PHOTOS
A tX . KZWDS AM D A I L  B IS S S

New  C allery

PICTURE FRAMING
OILT OR NATURAL WOOD 

Neat and Cheap

M A X  S C H N E ID E R
M athews' Bldg. Main S treet

Phon« 541

T here are few indeed who escape 
having at least one cold during  the 
w inter m onths and they are  fo rtu ­
nate who have but one and get 
th rougb with It quickly and w ithout 
any serious cousequences. Take 
C ham berla in 's Cough Remedy and 
observe the directions with each bot- 

! tie. and you are likely to be one of 
the fo rtu n a te  ones The worth amt 

1 m erit of th is remedy bas been fully 
proven. T here are many fam ilies 
who have always used It for years 
when troubled  with a cough or cold, 

' and with the very beet resu lts —.Adv

Ship by Truck

Tailoring

For men and women— cleaning 
pressing and repairing  done well 
Peter Lenard. Powell s tree t.

TERMS— All sums under 820, Cash; 820 or over, six m onths’ tim e on ap­
proved note bearing 8 per cent in terest.

SALE RAIN OR SHINE FREE LUNCH AT NOON

M. B. SPLAWN, Owner 
S WOOD. Auctioneer, Vancouver, Wash. A MEYERS. Clerk

G/U£ 
Something 

E  le c lr ic a l  

This Y ear

Make This a Real Christmas
SOME USEFUL HINT8

Sewing Machine
Motor

Vacuum Cleaner
W ashing Machine 
F loor, Table and 

Desk I.ainps
Chafing-Dish
T oaster
Grill
Coffee Percolator 
Milk W arm er

Sm oothing Iron or 
Traveling Iron

C urling-Iron and 
Drying Comb In one

V ibrato r
H eating Pad 
R adiator
Portable Stove and 

Oven
Range
Fan

ELECTRIC STORE
Electric Buildtng

IT SAVES TIME AND MONEY

Ekstrom Truck Service
PHONE

G resham  851
Cor. Powell and Maple Ave.

PHONE
Portland -B dw y. 2082 

225 Ash S treet


