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Does it Pay
To Trap nest?

By G. L. W ood, Poultry Editor.

THIS DEPENDS upon the tim e, re­
sources and n a tu re  of the busi­
ness the breeder would engage 

in  and w hether he is in the business 
for a ll the money he can m ake out 
of it. It is absolutely  necessary for 
the m an who would sell high egg 
yielding stock— and depend on rec­
ords to m ake his sales, to trap -nest 
h is flock. These breeders have open­
ed a new avenue for poultry  profits, 
in  selling m ale breeders from  heavy 
layers to pou ltry  ra isers who w ant 
Borne of the 1914 egg-laying effi­
ciency in th e ir  yards.

Leaving it  fo r g ran ted  th a t there 
will alw ays be enough of these pro­
ducers to supply the dem and for 
m ale breeders when they are  w anted, 
does it pay the average breeder to 
trap -nest, and does his poultry  suc­
cess depend upon it?  A very able 
contribu tion  on th is  sub ject has been 
m ade by L. E. Keyser, Sm ithboro, 
N. Y., which contains sound practical 
facts taken  from  his personal experi­
ences. We subm it his views in p a rt:

The aim of the producer of com­
m ercial eggs is to produce the g rea t­
est num ber a t  the least cost. To 
m ake egg production profitab le the 
hens m ust lay well for a t least 250 
of the 365 days in the year. We all 
know there  are m any hens which do 
not lay eggs enough to pay fo r the 
feed they eat, while o thers a re  ex­
trem ely  profitab le . If a ll the  hetjs 
w ere like the best hens in our flock 
it would not take such a g rea t num ­
ber of them  to m ake a poor man 
rich, while the poor layers can m ake 
a rich man poor. By careful selec­
tion and breeding the production of 
hens has gradually  increased. They 
lay m ore eggs now than  they did 
fifty  years ago. A t th a t tim e people 
did no t expect to get w inter eggs, 
nor did they expect hens to do much 
du ring  the sum m er and fall while

houses and stock. The sm all flock 
requires m ore a tten tion  to breeding. 
On the large com m ercial egg farm s 
the trap  nest is im practical. It would 
cost alm ost as much to  trap  2,000 
laying hens the en tire  year as the 
p rofit on the ir eggs would am ount 
to. If one traps continually  iron, 
200 to  500 hens is about all one per­
son can care fo r and look a fte r  the 
growing stock to keep up the flock. 
Unles the hens are uncom m only pro­
ductive this num ber will not afford 
the rem uneration  one is w ont to ex­
pect who takes up the production of 
com m ercial eggs as a business.

A Tedious G rind.
F or nearly  ten years I have tra p ­

ped my pullets designed for breeders 
and th e  breeding hens. I t has been 
a steady and tedious grind. I t m eans 
th a t in th a t tim e I have visited the 
coops som ething like 15,000 times. 
The duty could not be shirked and 
m ust be done every day, w hether 
there is a circus in town or not. 
Many tim es I have been on the point 
of abandoning the work, but the 
thought th a t it would render useless 
all th a t I have accom plished sus­
tained me. As I th in k  it over I am 
in doubt w hether it has paid or not. 
In fact, I am strongly of the opinion 
th a t it has not paid in dollars and 
cents. W hat I learned about the lay­
ing hen has been of much use to me, 
but if I had been on term s of in ­
tim acy w ith my flocks I m ight have 
secured a portion of th is knowledge 
w ithout the use of trap  nests.

I am pretty  well convinced th a t if 
I had not trapped my hens and de­
voted the same tim e and energy to 
raising more stock and culling out 
the poor layers, I would have been 
money ahead. The plan I should 
have followed is to breed from the 
most vigorous fem ales, using m ales 
front some reliable breeder who does 
trap , o r select m ales th a t came front 
g reat laying hens. I should raise 
about tw ice as many pulle ts as I 
cared for, so as to have plenty to se­
lect from and keep culling up con­
tinually . Y earling hens should be I 
culled twice a year and th is selec­
tion may continue to the two and , 

th e ir  
the ir

I there will not be the phenom enal lay­
ers th a t  are secured by pedigree 
breeding, no r w ill the  percentage of 

I good layers be as g rea t, b u t in the 
aggregate we can secure m ore eggs 
and m ake m ore money though the 
p ro fit on each individual hen is 
sm aller.

MORE ABOUT TRAP XEST.

THE HEN of the fu tu re  will be 
from  trap-nested  parents, no 
m a tte r  w hat breed the “Toia 

B arron” fowls are. W yandottes, or 
a cross, they are the product of trap- 
nested paren ts, and the ir annual 
w inning a t the laying contests held 
in th is  country  should be an object 
lesson to the American beginner th a t 
for egg production it  pays to trap-

nest for the  fu tu re  breeder. T h a t our 
present-day breeds, the A m erican 
standard  Leghorn, P lym outh  Rocks, 
W yandottes, Rhode Island Reds, or 
O rpingtons, can be b rough t to a high 
standard  of egg production goes 
w ithout saying— it being m erely a 
m atte r of safe and sane breeding and 
in the m ajo rity  of cases th e  new 
standard  of perfection as adopted by 
the  A m erican P oultry  Association a t 
Chicago has in no way harm ed the 
u tility  qualities of the  m ajo rity  of 
varie ties in the standard . R ather, 
thanks to the leading breeders, every 
leeway has been given to  im prove 
these qualities. I t is now up to  the 
breeders to  m ake the m ost of th e ir  
opportun ities and breed along safe 
and sane lines.— P hiladelph ia Record.

P L Y M O U T H  M A N I L A  R O P E
Costs 5% More Than Other Ropes, but It Gives You 

25% LONGER LIFE AND STRENGTH.
D on’t you call this economy? If you want to prove this, let 

us send you a small piece to test out for yourself. In full coils 
our price is 15 cents per pound ba^e. Short lengths 1 cent ad­
ditional. Two hundred thousand pounds in stock.
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I’acifie Coast.
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182-6 Morrison Street, Portland, Oregon.

$ Your $ 
Rainy 
Day

$ Fund $

EVERY man and woman who playa 
safe, sets aside a sum of money fo r the  
unexpected, thus elim inating  w orry and 
trouble. A rainy day fund has been set 
aside for em ergencies.

Let us help you establish  your Rainy 
Day Fund. A small sum of money placed 
with us a t sta ted  in tervals will am ount 
to thousands in a few years.

W rite for our booklet te lling HOW.

Eqwtable Savings and Loan 
Association

2 40 -242  Stark Street, Portland, Oregon.
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in the molt. The average farm  flock, . . . .  ,
would lay only during  the spring 1 ,iree_ye a r’° '<l hens, as it is 
m onths, and those who w anted w in - ',ay*n>’ condition ra th e r than
te r  eggs resorted  to some "method of ' « hich determ ines the ir value If I
preserving them .

Poor Layers.
Even now we have hens which do 

no t lay except in the spring, and 
then  only m oderately. These are the 
kind of hens the com m ercial egg 
farm er w ants to get rid of, but from 
a lack of knowledge of how to select 
them  or in the belief th a t they will 
do be tte r la ter, they are retained, 
and in m any cases th e ir  eggs are 
used fo r hatching, which is very like­
ly to resu lt In breeding more poor 
layers. Of course. It does not imply 
th a t  because a hen is a poor layer 
Iter daugh ters will be. T hat depends 
on the m anner In which she Is mated. 
A prepoten t male, carry ing the lay­
ing Instinct, is Just as likely to im ­
p art th is  quality  to the daugh ter of 
a poor layer as to the daugh ter of 
a good layer. The chances a re  th a t 
the cockerels front such a hen will 
not carry  or Im part the laying tra it. 
T hat is where we run the grea test 
chance In breeding front a poor layer.

C areful selection for type and 
vigor all breeders, and a knowledge 
th a t the breeding male had a heavy 
laying m other ntay help to a certain  
extent, but the re  will still be many 
poor layers. Many careful breeders 
have installed  tra p  nests and a t ­
tem pted to breed up a great laying 
s tra in  by th e ir  use. Most of those 
who have stuck to it long enough 
have succeeded, but ow’ing to the 
g reat am ount of labor involved many 
have abandoned the use of trap  nests 
or use them only during the breeding 
season. This la tte r  plan is productive 
of good resu lts w here one Is able to 
pick o u t the good layers when 
m ating  the  pens.

To m ake egg production profitable 
we m ust secure a large num ber of
eggs, and w hether it pays best to 
keep a large flock of m oderately 
good layers o r a sm aller flock of 
highly productive hens Is the ques­
tion to  be decided. The large flock 
requ ires m ore cap ita l invested in

I had followed such a course I would 
| have been able to care for and raise 
the stock to  keep up a flock from 
one to  two thousand bens with the 
same labor I now expend on about 
th ree hundred breeders.

N ot Worth Hie Price.
By the  use of trap  nests and pedi-1 

gree breeding we can build up a lay­
ing s tra in  which will reproduce Itself 
to a m arked  degree, but is the game 
w orth th e  price? I hard ly  th ink  so. 
and th is conclusion is reached a fte r 
ten years of use. The num ber o f . _  
pedigreed birds th a t can be pro- I H t  
duced is too sm all, even though they 
are the  best of layers, to re tu rn  suf-1 
ficlent revenue. We m ight b e tte r dis-I 
card half the pu lle ts we raise, and ; 
will then be able to secure double 
the num ber we can by p ed ig re e ' 
breeding, and if these selected pul-i 
le ts do not lay quite as m any eggs I 
each as the  pedigreed stock, the ag - ' 
gregate will be greater. If the p e d i-1 
greed hens re tu rn  a net p ro fit o f ; 
th ree  do llars each and the selected 
hens tw o dollars each, we can cer-1 
tainly m ake more money from 1,000 
of the la tte r  than  we can from 300 
of the form er, and the labor will be 
about the  same.

By the flock record we can esti­
m ate th e  num ber of hens which are 
laying. If the percentage Is sm all we 
should m ake an exam ination of the 
hens, say once in two weeks, and 
note down the band num bers of those 
which a re  laying. I t  th is  is done 
th ree  or four tim es it will not take 
long to  find out the hens which are 
not producing. Hens which show no 
signs of laying during  two or th ree 
exam inations m ay be put down as 
poor layers and no t w orth keeping.

From the com m ercial viewpoint it 1 
is doubtful w hether it pays to  trap  1 
nest and pedigree breed. The fixing ! 
of the laying tra it by th is  m ethod is 
slow a t best. By breeding fo r vigor 
and carefully  selecting the  layers, 
flocks of more than  ord inary  pro- 
dutciveuess can be secured, though
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C O R N  SH O W
will be proof that the Pacific Northwest 
raises as fine com as the “ corn belt.’’
It will be held under the auspices of the
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at

WALLA WALLA, WASHINGTON 
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10,000 representative ears, the cream 
of 1,000 acres, from the 1914 crop of 
this newest and best addition to Pacific 
Northwest products, will be on competi­
tive exhibition.
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