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TTOME AND FARM  MAGAZINE SECTION

w(Special to the Farm  M agazine.) I evaporation, a g rea ter exhaustion o f |th ro u g h  the lesser d istance th a t capil 
HIKE PBA( TICAT.T.Y all farm ers the p lan t foods in the surface layers lary action must carry  the more deeply

th a t make any claim to progree- an<I» course, g rea ter suffering  in the stored moisture to  them. As a m atter
’— v - , -----,1.— _ i  t  n;__ x..__ js not uncommon to find  a

portion of the roots of the w heat p lant 
penetrating  to a depth of eigh t or ton 
feet, although this does not occur, of 
course, except where m oisture has pene­
tra ted  th a t far, for root penetration  
follows only in  the path  of m oistu re .”

sive agricu ltu ral practices are 'Ivy» hot w eather when filling time 
aw are o f the im portaneo of deep stor- comes.
ago of m oisture in  dry fanning, the ■ “ In  properly handled soils in re- 
im;>ortance of deep storage reaches fu r - . gions of 10 to 15 inches rainfall, the 
th e r  than  merely afford ing  a larger ' moisturo may be carried to  depths of 
supply of moisturo for the dry seasons 9 and 10 fee t and a t th is depth it is
and  natu ra lly  implies conditions th a t 
lead  to a  deeper rooting system of the 
growing crops.

‘ ‘T hus,”  says Professor Seudder, the 
Oregon A gricultural College agronom­
is t, ‘ ‘ the crop roots have a g rea t area 
of soil from which they obtain stored 
m oisture and p lan t food. The deeper 
stored  moisture which cannot reach

8
com paratively shallow rooted grain j I '10 sharp plow would run deeper, the 
crops. Their roots strike  steadily  deeper plow would run shallower. At
and deeper and draw upon th is deeply night the plow was brought in. T h e *  
stored moisture directly  and indirectly  aa the end of a shelf sat a tom ato caa 

w ith some machine oil and a pain t 
brush in it, and it  was a pleasure ra ther 
than a task  to grease all the bright

by no means beyond reach of even the

WAS alw ays called a crank on the I 
care of farm  implements. What

hitching were done in  there. I f  i t  was 
a cold morning in early  spring, the

they  m eant was th a t X took more horses mueh preferred  to  go in there
i k .  i .  7 7 7, 7 tim e than  was p rofitab le  to care for the to drink than atthe  upper layers of soil rapid ly  enough* , , . ,  ,  _ _  , ., tthronirh . t ,  toola; bQt to  raa 11 wa8 mora pleasure the same when itthrough capillary  action to  supply t h e i r “" ’ F « " « "  I - - - « » •  "<>«* “  was h o t In  showery
needed sustenance, can be utilized bv ‘° ™  T " r °JLU °‘„ th a“  “ T  T a th e r- when working in the field,
th e  deeply rooted p lan ts as the hot w eatherbeaten  or rusty  a ffa ir, aside he doors were le ft open a t one end or 

r  from  the quality  of the work done with the other, w hichever geomed the most
i t  favorable from the elements; then ifw eather approaches and the grain  f i ll­

ing  period comes. I t  is th is subso il 
m oisture which acts as the dry farm ­
e r ’s reserve and perm its him to pro­
duce a good crop practically  w ithout 
rain .

‘ ‘ G etting th e  moisture in to  the soil 
5s almost as im portant as is its  con­
servation  a f te r  i t  gets there. I t  is at 
le a s t of f irs t im portance, for moisture 
cannot be conserved un til it  is taken 
in to  the soil reservoir.

Inducing Deep Storage.
‘ ‘To induce deep storage the surface 

Boil must be m aintained in an absorp 
tive , sponge-like condition throughout 
th e  precip itation  period as fa r  as pos­
sible, as already described, by plow 
ing  or disking, increasing the humus 
content, etc., so th a t precipitation will 
striko  in and be carried to the subsoil 
im m ediately, not only by pereolation 
b u t by capillary action downward.

‘ ‘ Indeed, one of the most im portant 
functions of capillary action is to carry 
m oisture downward into the lower, : 
d rier areas a f te r  pereolation has ceased. 
H ere again a moist subsoil is of great 
e i t  im portance, fo r a fa r  reaching capil­
la ry  movement downward is hastened 
w here the soil particles are already 
m oist, “ slick ing”  the w ay for a more 
rap id  passage of fu r th e r moisture. 

H andling Properly.
“ Where the surface soil is le f t hard | 

and compact over w in ter and early 
spring, not only loss from surface wash 
ing  occurs, but moisture does not pene 
tra to  into the subsoil. I t  rem ains 
largely  in the surface layers. This re­
su lts in shallow rooting of the crop 
p lan ts and a consequent larger growth 
of leaf and sta lk , a la rger loss by ,

The harrow  was the only tool th a t I  
unhitched from in the field, it  being 
too inconvenient to  take in. Then the 
quality  of the work it  would do In

parts of the plow. Then If there 
m e damp w eather and the plow was

not used for a few days, there was ne 
question bu t w hat it  would do its  part 
satisfactorily  when w anted.

The same w ith  the p lan te r; i t  was 
handier to take out some corn on the 
p lanter than any other way. And with 
the cultivator, the mower, the tedder 
or hay rake, the horse or team that 
took them to the field  brought th e n  
back again before they were unhitched. 
And even the binder the same; at 
morning and noon when the binder was 
in use there were 15 minutes or mors

the outdoor tank , and ; spent on the binder w ith wrench, plie

we had to  make a home run to beat 
the shower, everyth ing was favorable 
for it.

The horses th a t took the plow out to
either case could hardly  be taken  in to ; the field  in th e  morning brought it 
consideration; so th a t harrow  was back again a t noon. The plow must be
cleaned and well painted once in two 
years, and i t  was out in the w eather 
about six weeks every spring. I t  cost 
$18 and I  used it  30 years.

There was a w atering place in the 
machine shed, and hitching up and un­

sharpened every noon when in use. I t 
took about 18 m inutes to tak e  off the 
plowshare, hammer i t  out cold on the 
sn ’ril and pu t it  on again. Then a fte r  
dinner it  seemed to draw  30 per cent 
easier when fresh sharpened. While

oil hole cleaner, oil can, etm, and I 
thought it  was tim e well spent.

W hen the season 's use of each toed 
was over, i t  wae cleaned, all brigh t 
parts  greased, then p a t away in its 
place. I t  was arranged to take  tools 
apart bu t li tt le ; all heavy parts  put 
back on ground floor, all ligh ter parts 
put overhead. I f  any repairs wore 
needed on tools when pu t away, not» 
was made of it, and then a t some eatt- 
venient tim e i t  was attonded to. This 
to  some looked like lots of needless 
work, but to me it  was a pleasure, or 
the poetry of farm ing. And i t  was 
profitable, for the tools lasted about 
tw ice as long.

WOOD TANKS
For Water, Oil, Wine, Mining 

and Cyanide.

ASK YOUB FHY3ICIAN 

For Hale by All Druggist»

WE DO NOT SELL LUMBEB
b u t devote our tim e and energy to 
prodncing’ the beet tanks and wood 
pipe lines, and when you purchase 
m aterial bearing  our trade name 
“ P A C IF IC ”  you are getting  an 
artic le  th a t w ill give you complete 
satisfaction.

Send your inquiries to

Pacific Tank& Pipe Co.
Box 144 Kenton Station, Port­

land. Ore. 
Manufacturers

WOOD TANKS AND PIPS

Malt Rainier is the rure Malt Tonic 
For Mothers Who Require Additional 
Nourishment and Strength.


