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Collaboration among local and state agencies leads to success-
ful flood siren test in Heppner
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last time Heppner tested the
warning system was several
years ago.

Prior to the test, Steve
took proactive measures
to inform the communi-
ty. He went door-to-door,
made announcements on
social media platforms like
Facebook, and used the

downtown Heppner speaker

system to alert residents.
On the day of the test, rep-
resentatives from the par-
ticipating agencies posi-
tioned themselves around
Heppner, extending out to
the mill and golf course, to
evaluate the siren’s reach
and clarity.

Sarah Baker, a
long-serving dispatcher at
the Morrow County Sher-
iff’s Office was chosen
to press the red button to
activate the siren during
this test. Her expertise and
dedication to the Sheriff’s
Office made her a fitting
choice for this important
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moment.

A key focus of the test
was to determine whether
the sound would travel
far enough and be loud
enough for everyone to
hear. Research conducted
by lowa State University’s
Center for Nondestructive
Evaluation on the effects
of temperature on sound
propagation revealed that
sound travels faster in warm
air due to the higher energy
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Sarah Baker, from the MCSQ, pushing the siren button.
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of its molecules, which al-
lows it to propagate more
efficiently. Under certain
conditions, sound may cov-
er more distance in warm
air, but it often bends up-
ward as it moves away from
the source, making it seem
quieter. In contrast, sound
moves more slowly in cold
air because the molecules
are less energetic. However,
cold air causes sound waves
to bend downward, creating

Members of the MCSO and the Army Core of Engineers

discussing the dam. -Photo contributed

an amplification effect that
makes the sound louder and
allows it to travel farther
near the ground.

When the siren was
activated, it was heard
clearly inside the Sher-
iff’s Office. Some residents
called the dispatch office
with questions about the
siren, confirming the sys-
tem effectively reached the
community. Following the
test, the teams reconvened

to discuss their findings.
Reports indicated that the
siren’s volume and range
were satisfactory, with par-
ticipants noting that the
current weather conditions
were ideal for sound travel.

Steve Freeland ex-
plained that the siren will
be activated for evacuation
purposes if flood danger
reaches level 5. The last
significant flood in Hep-
pner occurred in 2019 and

" reached level 4. It caused

flooding at the football field
and the elementary school.

During the follow-up
discussion, Will Lemon, the
Operations Project Manag-
er for the U.S. Army Corps
of Engineers, provided an
update on the structural
integrity of the Heppner
Dam. He explained that
the Corps of Engineers
conducts annual inspections
and multiple tests on the
dam. According to their
latest evaluations, the dam
is in excellent structural
condition, and there are no
current concerns.

The successful test of
the flood warning system
reassured officials and
residents of its reliability.
The collaboration between
local and state agencies
highlights the community’s
commitment to flood pre-
paredness and safety.
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Water Park in Hep-
pner. Deputies investigated

caused an obstruction.
Dog Complaint
A resident on SW Third
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and resolved the issue.

Suspicious Activity

A female acting errat-
ically in a parked vehicle
at Love’s Travel Stop in
Boardman was reported.
Deputies were unable to
locate her.

Harassment

An altercation on
Brace Road in Irrigon in-
volved an individual re-
portedly being assaulted
and an attempt to enter a
vehicle. Deputies separat-
ed the parties and took a

report.
Parking Complaint
A Walmart truck

was reported parked in a
no-parking area near Rus-
tic Truck Bar & Grill in Ir-
rigon. Deputies addressed
the issue.

Suspicious Activity

Suspicious  activity
was reported at Tidewater
on Ullman Boulevard in
Boardman. Deputies in-
vestigated and resolved the
situation.

MCSO June 20-23,
2024

Disabled Vehicle
A pickup truck with a trailer
was reported blocking the
road at Highway 730 and
Bombing Range Road in
Boardman. The vehicle
was moved and no longer

LES SCHWAB

Street in Irrigon reported
dogs coming onto their
property and chasing their
chickens. The situation was
addressed by deputies.

Dog Complaint
A white dog was reported
charging at a resident near
SE Utah Avenue and SE
Tenth Street in Irrigon. The
dog’s owner was contacted
and brought the dog inside.

Driving Complaint
Multiple speeding vehi-
cles were reported on SE
Utah Avenue in Irrigon. A
black Honda four-door was
among the vehicles noted
but could not be located by
deputies.

Property Found
A wallet was found at the
Irrigon Shell Station on
Highway 730. Deputies
contacted the owner, who
retrieved their property.

Dog Complaint
A loose dog was reported
near SE Alfalfa Street and
SE Hager Street in Hep-
pner. The dog was returned
to its owner.

Disabled Vehicle
A smaller Toyota vehicle
lost a wheel on 1-84 East
near Boardman. The wheel
was in the median, and the
vehicle was on the shoulder.
The matter was referred to
the Oregon State Police.
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START A NEW SUBSCRIPTION

177 N. Main
P.O. Box 337

Heppner, OR 97836
Chris@sykesrealestate.net

SYKES
RIEATX,
ESTATE

Discover a timeless treasure with this beautifully
preserved Craftsman-style home, featuring 1,174
sq ft on the main level and an additional 1,008 sq
ft in basement, perfect for storage or extra space to
customize. This 2-bedroom, 1-bath gem combines
classic charm with modern comforts, including a
newer furnace, forced air heat, and a freshly painted
exterior. Located in a prime spot near the school
and within walking distance to downtown Heppner,
this home provides both convenience and a sense of
community. Experience small-town living with easy
access to downtown. Don’t miss the chance to make
this spacious, character-filled home your own!
240 N COURT ST Heppner MLS#:24652848

Broker

Chris Sykes

541-215-2274
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Come and support your team!

Caldera High School

Saturday, 2:00 pm
Bend, Oregon

November 23rd, 2024

124 N. MAIN STREET
HEPPNER OR (541) 676-9481 .




