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Circuit court in doubt
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consensus that the mill
site, owned by the Port of
Morrow, was by far the
preferred site.

However, with the al-
ternative of losing the cir-
cuit court laid before them,
they also agreed that they
could get behind the fair-
grounds site if issues like
rodeo parking were worked
out.

Sweeney’s caution to
the Heppner crowd may
have been timely, as Mor-
row County Administrator
Matthew Jensen told the
Morrow County Board of
Commissioners March 20
that the county continues
to broaden its search for a
circuit court site.

The BOC and coun-
ty staff had been making
plans based on the idea that
the circuit court building
had to be inside the Hep-
pner city limits. A letter
from Judge Hill earlier this
month changed that.

Hill’s letter was
prompted by outreach from
concerned citizens who
were not in favor of the pro-
posed site due to its impact
on the rodeo, neighboring
houses, and the nearby el-
ementary school.

“So that suddenly took
our soapbox that I’d been
working on for the last six
months of, ‘It has to be in
the city limits of Heppner,’
right out from underneath
me,” said Jensen.

Jensen said the pre-
ferred site is still the fair-
grounds, with the Port of
Morrow ground outside of
Heppner being the best al-
ternate because of the issues
at the fairgrounds.

The biggest challenge
with the mill site is infra-
structure. Potable water
is not readily available,
Jensen said, and there is
a lack of sewer. He said
developing a public-grade
well system would be any-
where from $500,000 to $1
million additional cost.

Jensen also said that,
while they could build a
septic system, that would
constrain further devel-
opment. The POM is in
discussion with the City
of Heppner regarding ex-
panding its sewer system,
but that alternative comes
with its own costs, since the
nearest sewer connection
would be near the Willow
Creek Country Club golf
course.

“We’re trying to quan-
tify what those costs are and
how that would impact the
project,” Jensen said.

Building at the mill site
would likely occur north of

St. Patrick’s
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with an astounding 104
feet. In the team catego-
ry, ‘the Murrays’ emerged
victorious, displaying re-
markable coordination and
strength, achieving an ex-
traordinary distance of 310
feet. “The Hass’ team with
280ft and in third place
‘The Cunninghams’ team
with 259ft.

The Road Bowling
competition witnessed
fierce competition as eight
teams and 30 participants
battled for supremacy on
the challenging course. In
the end, it was ‘Team Never
Quit’ that triumphed. Com-
prising members Danielle
Ludwig, Brent Eckman,
Wyatt Hedman, and Jared
Hedman, their unwavering
determination and skill
paved the way for victory.

An exciting plank
race also captivated the
audience, with participants
pushing themselves to the
limits of speed and agility.
‘The Lucky Bastards’, com-
prised of Lane Bailey, Shane
Lazinka, Brandon Seitz,
and Wacy Coil, emerged
as the victors, crossing the
finish line with unmatched
determination. ‘The Mur-

Hwy. 74. Some land south
of Hwy. 74 could possi-
bly be used, since work is
in progress to remove it
from the flood plain, but
Jensen pointed out that the
level plain would be more
valuable for industrial or
commercial development.

Meanwhile, the court-
house would most likely be
built into the hillside on the
north side, which he said
would be a cost saver for
the county.

Jensen said the county
had its first meeting with
the design crew and Port of
Morrow March 19. Another
was scheduled for March
21, to include the City of
Heppner.

While he said the coun-
ty is focusing at this time
on the old Kinzua mill site
outside of Heppner, Jensen
also said staff is reviewing
several other sites to fulfill
due diligence.

The county is vetting
at least four locations in
addition to the fairgrounds.
Because of the infrastruc-
ture problems inherent in
the mill site, Jensen said
the county is looking at two
other sites in South Mor-
row, as well as a two-acre
site in Boardman.

“It’s not my preference.
I think there’s historic and
political value in having the
courthouse down near the
county seat, but I have two
acres, county-owned, on a
main street in Boardman,
and I need to be able to
show that,” said Jensen. “If
nothing else, we can show
what the investment is in
the South County with this
courthouse.”

Jensen said the design
team is working on a report
on all the sites, but the need
for vetting by civic engi-
neering means the report
probably won’t be ready
until May.

Some have questioned
why the existing courthouse
can’t be renovated, but
Jensen said the state funds
are for new construction
and cannot be used to up-
grade or remodel existing
facilities.

He did say that the
county is early enough in
the design process that the
only costs that have been
sunk into the fairgrounds
site have been geotechnical
and land surveys and a title
search. The total for those is
$10,000 to $12,000. Those
are still good if the fair-
grounds site is used.

“But it’s spent money
and, if we move that, that
would be a lost cost for this
project,” he said.

Winners

rays’ and the ‘Missionaries
Jason’ secured second and
third place.

Finally, the much-antic-
ipated bed races entertained
the crowd, with teams com-
peting fiercely for the top
honors. ‘Who’s Your Patty’
claimed the coveted first
place, leaving the specta-
tors in awe of their speed
and teamwork. ‘The Local
Ladies’ team secured an
admirable second place.

The St. Patrick’s Pa-
rade Game Winners truly
embodied the spirit of this
festive event. Through their
creativity, skill, and un-
wavering determination,
they delighted the crowd
and left a memorable mark
on the parade. These win-
ners, along with all the
enthusiastic participants,
showcased the rich Irish
heritage and collective joy
of the celebration, making
the St. Patrick’s Parade a
resounding success.
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177 N. Main

P.0. Box 337

Heppner, OR 97836
Chris@sykesrealestate.net

Embrace the charm of Heppner, with this beautifully
remodeled 1024 sqft home, complete with a detached
garage. Situated in an idyllic location, this property is
a stone’s throw away from the local park and hos-
pital, and a leisurely stroll from the downtown area.
Experience the best of both worlds: modern comfort
in a peaceful, scenic setting. Plus, with Willow Creek
nearby, your fishing adventures are just moments
away. This home also comes with all appliances,
ensuring a seamless move-in process. The bathroom,
kitchen, paint, flooring, light fixtures, and windows
have all been tastefully updated and modernized. New
landscaping. In addition to serving as the perfect fam-
ily home, this property also has great potential as an
investment. MLS#:24256145 365 Gilmore, Heppner
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177 N. Main

P.0. Box 337

Heppner, OR 97836
Chris@sykesrealestate.net

Dlscover peace and seclusion on this expansive
forty-acre parcel boasting a fully functional two-bed-
room, one-bathroom cabin. Embrace the breathtaking
views of the mountains from the upper level’s reverse
living 640 square foot great room. In the summer,
explore the property’s ATV trails, while in the winter,
delight in t snowmobiling or sledding with access to
thousands of acres of National Forest Land located at
the property’s corner. LOP tags may be available for
hunting enthusiasts, or simply relish in the opportu-
nity to observe the abundant wildlife that frequently
visits the property, including elk, deer, bear, and
turkey. Enjoy the convenience of a private well with
a backup valve-filled cistern, two natural springs,
electricity, and internet access, ensuring utmost com-
fort and connectivity.

80439 Black Mountain Ln Heppner

MLS#:23425595

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

1 1000 oFF

‘”r % ‘1" No Paymenis & No Interest
BATH &

For 18 Months"

OFFER EXPIRES 3/31/24
Sow (844) 8479778

“Indudes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walkin tub and wall surround.
This promofion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictons may
apply. This offer expires 3/31/24. Each dealership is independently owned and
operated. “*Third party financing is available for these customers who qualify.
See your dealer or details. ©2024 BCI Acylic, Inc.

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to
help the blind and visually impaired.

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

v a $200 restaurant
voucher

Call 1-844-533-9173

m Heritage
Get A Vision Screening Annual for (thhnd

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $535.

Call 877-557-1912 to
schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
e ——— |

*Terms and Conditions apply.

Print & Mailing Services
*Design *Print *Mail
541-676-9228

YOUR AD

Sykes Publishing

Put the Brothers
to work for you

« Office and Business Printing
« Signs, Banners, and much more

Effective & affordable.
Full-color marketing.

Our Design Team
~< will make it a reality.
Contact us:
541-276-2152
info@rapidserve.net

Make an

impact with
\ large format

printing

— \
Order your large prints, toda.'y! =

Vinyl Banners
High-Quality Custom
Vinyl Banners

Signs made: All sizes and Colors

Graphic Design Services Available

Custom Canvas Print - Make Great Gifts!

24x24 in
e
Order your family - »

Customer Service at Sykes Brothers Printing

canvas prints
today!

541-676-9228 541-276-2152
chris@rapidserve.net
Text and cell: 541-215-2274
Two locations to serve you:
177 N. Main St Heppner
L 25 SW Emigrant Pendleton

Call the Brothers &
Discuss Your Next Project

COuULD
BE
HERE!

Call
541-676-9228
or Email

graphics@rapidserve.net

printing services
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i\AWlRD WINNINE ﬂIIIII}I(WAEﬂN GOOKING
RVAILABLE FOR BRANDINGS, SALES,
OR OTHER GATHERINGS

sykes Printing

FENCING
4 Fencing )

Lancaster Fencing LLC is
looking to gain some local
clientele. With over 10+
years experience, [ am confi-
dent I can deliver 100% cus-
tomer satisfaction. Check
out my website to see pic-
tures of completed projects
I've done and
customer reviews.
Contact Nathan
@ 360-953-1318
Lancasterfencingllc.com

Licensed & Bonded g

9-7-TFN Y,

G

CHU CKWAGON CATEBING

Contact Roq McGuire
(541) 993-7073
rodmcguire56@gmail.com




