PUBLIC NOTICE

Protection District. The
purpose of this meeting
i1s to receive information,
discuss topics pertinent to
both entities, and to share
issues and concerns relat-
ing to the contractual rela-
tionship between the two
parties. The public is in-
vited to attend.

Published January 31, Feb-
ruary 7, 2024 affid 2c

Agency: USDA - Natural
Resources  Conservation
Service Meeting: Morrow
County Local Work Group
Meeting Date: February
21st, 2024 Time: 10:00 am
Meeting will be held at
USDA Service Center in
Heppner Purpose: NRCS
is holding a Local Work
Group Meeting to gather
input from farmers, ranch-
ers, state and federal agen-
cies, agriculture and con-
servation  organizations
regarding natural resource
conservation priorities and
opportunities to invest
collaboratively in Morrow
County. The USDA is an
equal opportunity pro-
vider, employer and lend-
er. Published February 7,

2024 Affid 1c
N THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF THE

STATE OF OREGON
FOR THE COUN1Y OF
MORROW  Probate De-
partment In the Matter of
the Estate of: THOMAS
L. MOORE, Deceased.
Date of Death: October
15, 2023. No. 23PR10173
NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS. Notice is
given that the undersigned
has been appointed and has
qualified as the personal
representative of the estate.
All persons having claims
against the estate are re-
quired to present it, with
proper vouchers, within
four months after the date
of first publication of this
notice, as stated below, to
the personal representa-
tive at Kuhn Law Offices.
267 N. Main Street, P.O.
Box 428, Heppner, Ore-
gon 97836, or they may be
barred. All persons whose
rights may be affected by
the proceedings in this es-
tate may obtain additional
information from the re-
cords of the court, the per-
sonal representative or the
attorney for the personal
representative. PERSON-
AL REPRESENTATIVE:
Dated and first published
February 7th, 2024

Cristi Hamilton

2121 Hamilton Court

Richland, WA 99354

Telephone: 509-539-7941
Cristi Hamilton
2121 Hamilton Court
Richland, WA 99354
Telephone: 509-539-7941
ATTORNEY FOR
PERSONAL REP-
RESENTATIVE:
William 1. Kuhn,
OSB No. 762075.
Kuhn Law Offices
410 E. Hurlburt Avenue
Hermiston, OR 97838

Telephone: 541-567-8301

FAX: 541-567-8302
Email: wjk@kuhnlawof-
fices.com

SAHAMILTON, CRISTI\
TOM MOORE EST ATE\
PLD\Beginning  Estate\

NOTICE TO INTEREST-
ED PERSONS.Doc
February 7, 14, 21, 2024
affid 3¢

! Fencing !

Lancaster Fencing LLC is
looking to gain some local
clientele. With over 10+
years experience, I am confi-
dent I can deliver 100% cus-
tomer satisfaction. Check
out my website to see pic-
tures of completed projects
I've done and
customer reviews.
Contact Nathan
@ 360-953-1318
Lancasterfencingllc.com
Licensed & Bonded
. 9-7-TFN J

DEADLINE:
MONDAYS
AT 5PM

-Continued from PAGE ONE

posals for providing
ambulance services”. With
MCHD submitting a pro-
posed contract, the County
has invited other interest-
ed parties to present their
proposals while we await
OHA review of the Ambu-
lance Service Area Plan.
MCHD current intent is an
“all or nothing” approach
that may not be at the best
interest of County residents.
The County believes that it
must comply with the law,
follow the legally required
process, give all interested
parties an opportunity to
submit proposals, and then
consider all proposals.

* MCHD’s primary
argument and claim thus
far is that their 30 plus
years as the ambulance
provider should be enough
of a consideration. This is
not legal. ORS 682.063 (2)
states that “a county shall
not grant preference under
the plan to any person or
governmental unit solely
because that person or gov-
ernmental unit is providing
ambulance services at the
time of adoption or review
of the plan”. MCHD must
be judged on its merits and
not its history.

* MCHD’s contract also
proposes shifting the costs
of ambulance services to
the County with no use of
the local option tax levy
that was passed in No-
vember 2023, and with the
County having no control

YOUR AD
COULD
BE
HERE!

Call
541-676-9228
Oor Email

graphics@rapidserve.net

We calso offer
design and
printing services

Heppner Guzette-Times

sykes Printing

TIMETO SELL
I have
buyers looking
for homes to
purchase and
renovate
Call me. Text
me. Email me.
Now is the time
to sell while
the market 1s
strong.
Chris Sykes
Sykes Real
Estate
541-215-2274
cell
541-676-9228
office
177 N Main
PO Box 337
Heppner, OR
97836
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over accounting for costs
or revenue. In other words,
MCHD not only receives
money from the local op-
tion levy that was intended
for ambulance services,
but MCHD also demands
additional funds from the
County to cover the same
costs, is free to shift costs
to the County, and can shift
revenue so that the County
pays more. That levy’s bal-
lot measure expressly stated
that “The levy is essential to
maintain services in Mor-
row County including the
critical access hospital, four
clinics, home health and
hospice, and ambulance
services” (emphasis add-
ed). It is disingenuous for
MCHD to propose having
Morrow County use other
tax monies when MCHD’s
tax levy is already a ded-
icated source of revenue
for ambulance services.
Under its proposal, MCHD
should use the local option
levy monies as they have
advised the citizens of Mor-
row County they would be
used or reduce the levy be-
fore it becomes effective in
November. MCHD should
also be able to justify its
claimed losses, and why
MCHD would not benefit
if an area of service that
they claim loses money is
removed from their service
area.

There are other legal,
factual, and contractual
issues that would need to
be worked out before any
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Statement from Morrow County about the contract submitted by MCHD

consideration of MCHD’s
proposed contract could be
made, e.g., the County can-
not give MCHD a contract
which the county has no
authority to terminate un-
der any circumstance. The
County is open to further
discussions with all inter-
ested parties to identify the
best option for continued
ambulance services in the
County. Such discussions
must include consideration
of the points above along
with other issues and will
be based on the Ordinance
and ASA Plan that will
be adopted by the Coun-
ty. The County is open to
discussions between the
executive staff or through
a joint meeting with the
MCHD Board to allow the
public to hear the issues and
reasonings why MCHD has
taken this hardline stance.
The County asserts that
MCHD can still be a valu-
able partner in ambulance
services as they are with
other services. Removing
the MCHD 90-day deadline
would assist in finding those
solutions that will meet the
needs of all Morrow County
residents. In the interim,
because MCHD has taken
a hardline approach and
is using its termination of
ambulance services as a ne-
gotiation weapon, County
staff is working to finalize
their plan to provide ambu-
lance coverage throughout
the County, if necessary, to
cover the period between

MCHD’s notice of termi-
nation and the selection and
appointment of Providers
under the ASA Ordinance
and ASA Plan. When the
Ordinance and ASA Plan is
approved by OHA and im-
plemented by the County,
the County invites MCHD
to apply to provide ambu-

lance services. In the inter-
im, the County hopes that
MCHD will participate
in a constructive manner.
Please direct inquiries to:
David Sykes Chair, Board
of Commissioners (541)
256-0379 and Matthew
Jensen County Adminis-
trator (541) 676-2529

MONDAYS AT 5:00 PM.

App Your Business To Our Business DIRECTORY
S$9 PER WEEK - 7 WEEK MINIMUM
Contact THE HeEpPNER GAZETTE-TIMES
541-676-9228
GRAPHICS @ RAPIDSERVE.NET

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call 877-557-1912 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Condtions apply.
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Leaf@Filter
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% +10:8

YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &
PURCHASE" MILITARY!

Promo Code: 285

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

+Q%

APR FOR
24 MONTHS**

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

FOREVER

@

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

1-855-536-8838

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST
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 impact with
‘ large format

Order your Irg ﬁ;lt»s tod&?}*!

Put the Brothers
to work for you

e Office and Business Printing
e Signs, Banners, and much more

SYKES BROTHERS

| Effective & affordable.
| Full-color marketing.
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\/ brochure, booklet'or mailer?
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SINCE 1888

PRINTING

DESIGN.PRINT.PUBLISH

CUSTOM PRINTING
AVAILABLE

Have an idea for a

Our Design Team
‘will. make it a reality.

Contact us:
541-276-2152
info@rapidserve.net

Vinyl Banners

Vinyl Banners

High-Quality Custom

- ”‘

541-676-9228

Two locations to serve you:
177 N. Main St Heppner
L 25 SW Emigrant Pendleton

Customer Service at Sykes Brothers Printing

541-276-2152

chris@rapidserve.net
Text and cell: 541-215-2274

Call the Brothers &
Discuss Your Next Project

Signs made: All sizes and Colors

Graphic Design Services Available

Custom Canvas Print -

Order your family
canvas prints

24x24 in

Make Great Gifts!

16x16 in




