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MC Commissioners meeting on ASA
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er’s—influence.”

“If you look at other
ASAs, that is not the case,”
he added.

Jensen said the re-do
of the ASA would provide
oversight and allow the
county to consider, though
not guarantee, multiple pro-
viders. He pointed out that
the county had previously
gone through changes with
its law enforcement struc-
ture and said a new ASA
would allow the county to
have the same flexibility
with ambulance services.

He also restated his
previous assertions that no
provider determinations
have yet been made, despite
continued chatter on social
media.

“Yes, this does provide
an opportunity to consider
other providers, but it is not
a guarantee,” Jensen said.

Jensen also said that,
despite previous assertions
that the ASA submitted to
the Oregon Health Author-
ity was not a draft, it was
indeed a draft document,
and OHA was aware of that.

“They (OHA) said,
‘Send us the initial draft.
We’d like to work through
the issues,’” Jensen stated.
“They were fully acceptant
of it being a draft.”

He also said he had
been in contact with MCHD
and they were looking into
some “tweaks” that had
been brought up. Once the
county has finished the
feedback process with OHA
and interested providers, he
said, there would again be
public hearings.

Jensen also addressed
the upheaval caused in Irri-
gon, especially, by MCHD’s
announcement that it would
terminate ambulance ser-
vices in the county. He
said the county already
had assurances from dif-
ferent parties to ensure that
ambulance services within
the county will continue
after MCHD discontinues
services, though he did not
specify who those parties
were.

Jensen said he was also
reaching out to the various
communities to discuss
plans and options.

“We realize that change
is difficult, but at the same
time we believe that this
is necessary,” he said. “It
might feel painful right
now, there is a certain level
of uncertainty, but this is
something that needs to be
done.”

Circuit Court Building
Update

Also on last week’s
agenda was an update on
the progress of the planned
new circuit court building in
Heppner. Jensen said that,
per the board of commis-
sioners’ recommendation,

/

the county has been target-
ing the proposed site next to
the county fairgrounds in its
planning so far.

Jensen admitted there
has been silence concern-
ing the new circuit court
building. He said much of
that was due to delays in
planning, specifically with
finalizing the contract with
the architect.

Once the design team is
in place, he said, the coun-
ty will begin coordinat-
ing stakeholder meetings.
Those stakeholders will
include staff to be located
in the new building, impact-
ed neighbors such as the
Collinses, and neighboring
organizations such as Hep-
pner Elementary and the
fair and rodeo.

“And that will be, ‘Hey,
here is what we’re plan-
ning. Let us know of things
we need to take care of,’”
he said.

Jensen said that, real-
istically, those stakehold-
er meetings will begin in
February.

He also said that the
current costs for the build-
ing look high, but that the
county will try to strike a
balance between cost and
design as the project moves
forward.

Geotechnical surveys
are already underway at
the sight, Jensen said. Once
those results are in, the
county will know whether
the proposed site is even
suitable for building. Those
also should be ready around
the first of February.

A town hall regarding
the issue was last held in
September. Jensen said he
hopes to have more public
engagement after the coun-
ty has met with stakeholders
and created a preliminary
design. Jensen did add that,
because the building will
house the circuit court, the
state courts will have final
say on almost all aspects
of internal design. For that
reason, outside engagement
will be limited.

“They have very strict
and steadfast require-
ments,” he said.

Construction is antici-
pated to take place in 2025.

Sykes called for a
five-minute recess after the
report so members of the
public could address Jensen
directly with questions.
Other Business

Also at last week’s
meeting, the board of com-
missioners held a public
hearing regarding the Bris-
tol Estates Subdivision just
west of Irrigon.

With no public com-
ment, the board approved
the final subdivision plat,
accepted a road dedication
for the subdivision and
approved the road name,

Nicole Drive.

Also on the subject of
roads, the BOC approved
a road use agreement with
Wheatridge East Wind,
which will include portions
of Baseline Ln., Sandhol-
low Rd., Myers Ln. and
Spur Loop Rd, among oth-
ers.

The road agreement is
for the energy company to
move equipment for a pro-
posed wind energy project
in the Butter Creek area.
Morrow County Public
Works Director Eric Imes
said the agreement would
help the county maintain
road integrity and the safe-
ty of the motoring public
during project construction.

Wheatridge supply
trucks will be required to
use designated pull-out ar-
eas, and Wheatridge will be
responsible for any damage
caused by their equipment.
They will also keep roads
maintained to county stan-
dards.

Imes said he and some-
one from Wheatridge would
complete a road survey to
log road conditions before
work begins and again after
the project is completed.

In other business, the
board:

-Reappointed Gibb
Evans to Morrow County
Budget Committee Position
#3, a position expiring June
30, 2026.

-Appointed Morrow
County Finance Director
Kevin Ince as the budget
officer for Fiscal Year 2025.

-Approved amend-
ments to the county ad-
ministrator job description;
major changes remove the
administrator as the budget
officer and give the county
administrator more pur-
chasing authority within
the budget.

-Approved a contract
for county counsel services
with Morrow County Dis-
trict Attorney Justin Nelson
and Deputy District Attor-
ney Gregory Goebel.

-Accepted Sykes’s res-
ignation from the Wolf
Depredation Advisory
Committee and appointed
Morrow County Commis-
sioner Roy Drago Jr. in his
place.

-Appointed Keira Klein
and reappointed Braxton
Adams to fill vacancies on
the Morrow County Fair
Board and learned of an
additional vacancy created
by the resignation of board
member Sarah Baker.

-Heard from Jensen
that the BOC held 31 meet-
ings in 2023 for a total of
94 hours and 19 minutes,
for an average of more than
three hours per meeting.
That time does not include
public hearings and town
halls.

That averaged a little
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CONGRATULATIONS! N\
Mom on your 50 years as President
of Grieb Farms, Inc.! We THANK YOU
for all your hard work raising Angus cattle,
wheat, and us your family. Here's to

another year of checking the wheat market
and joining us to move equipment on the

last day of harvest.

Love, Ken, Julie & Geri

more than three hours per
meeting, Jensen said, which
was comparable to previous
boards who met four times
a month. Jensen also noted
that several processes had
been streamlined to make
meetings more efficient.

“You’re still dedicating
just as much time as the pre-
vious board of commission,
and it does allow time for
staff and you as a commis-
sion to have other meetings
and attend to other matters
on those off weeks,” he told
the commissioners.

Heppner CMD to
hold meeting Jan.

16"

The Heppner Cemetery
Maintenance District will
hold their monthly meeting
on Tuesday, January 16,
2024. The regular meeting
will be held at 5:15 p.m.
Agenda items include min-
utes of previous meeting,
financial report & Cemetery
Operations. The meeting

will be held at the Ag Ser-
vice Building conference
room at430 W Linden Way.
Meetings of the Heppner
Cemetery Maintenance
District are open to the
public according to ORS
192.640(1). For questions,
contact Janet Greenup at
541-561-6768.
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