Lexington Town Council water rates
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collecting back payments
was the right move,

“I’ve sent bills out with
the amount due, and people
have paid them,” she said.

Council members
agreed that they didn’t want
to go back and collect mon-
ey that hadn’t been billed
correctly.

“Cut our losses,” said
Lexington Councilor Will
Lemmon.

Moving forward, how-
ever, meter readings will be
correctly billed according
to the existing tier rate,
which may result in some
customers seeing an in-
crease in their bills. The
tier rates will be published
on the town’s website, and
Ferguson said she would
try to fit the rates on water
invoices so customers are
aware of the rates.

At the beginning of the
meeting, Lexington Mayor
Juli Kennedy introduced
new Lexington Mainte-
nance Director Larry Hess.
Hess is no relationship to
previous maintenance di-
rector Keith Hess.

“Larry comes with a
great wealth of knowledge,
and we’re greatly excited

to have him here,” said
Kennedy.
Hess has already had to

hit the ground running, as
some projects have fallen
behind during the position’s
vacancy over the past cou-
ple of months. Ferguson
said that she had already
spoken with Hess regard-
ing an inventory of trees in
the town and scheduling a
tree-trimming day.

“We’ve actually had
a complaint about trees
here on F Street blocking
the stop sign. I know a lot
of people have had that
concern in the past,” said
Ferguson.

She said there were
also concerns about the big
trees near Bailey’s, some in
a yard and one in the right-
of-way.

“Even, I’'m sure, all
these Morrow County
Grain Growers trucks are
hitting those branches,”
she said.

“I’ve seen a lot of their
other work,” she said. “As
soon as they’re not so busy,
they’re going to give us a
bunch of their time to get a
brochure together.”

She said she had al-
ready sent the town’s logo
to them and some of their
design people were work-
ing on ideas. Progress on
the brochures should be un-
derway within a few weeks.
Meanwhile, she said, she
would work on the “guts”
of the brochure content.

Lexington Councilor
Katie Imes was not present
at the meeting, but Fergu-
son said she and Imes had
worked together to write
and submit a ChangeX
grant for $10,000. Fergu-
son said the grant would
hopefully be used to cover
the remainder of the unex-
pected costs for the town
hall paving project.

Ferguson said the
town had already received
$10,000 from Willow Creek
Valley Economic Develop-
ment Group (WCVEDQG),
but it would cost around
$30,000 to complete the
parking lot pavement proj-
ect and get everything ADA
(Americans with Disabili-
ties Act) compliant.

“Hopefully we’ll get
that extra $10,000, and
then we’ll do our $10,000
contribution,” she said.

The town also qualifies
for a Wildhorse Foundation
grant of up to $30,000. The
current deadline was Oct.
1, but Ferguson said she
was not rushing to meet the
deadline because she had “a
lot of grant stuff going on”
and the Wildhorse grant
is awarded several times
throughout the year.

“It will give us more
time to plan a great, solid
application,” she said.

Ferguson added that, in
writing the grant, she and

Imes would most likely fo-
cus on transportation safety
needs such as radar speed
lights. She said she had
gotten quotes from Oregon
Dept. of Transportation
(ODOT) and they were
“pretty pricy.”

“So that would be a
great use for the funding,”
she said. “And the proper
crosswalk signage that we
need to keep up with, etc.”

Regarding other fund-
ing opportunities, Fergu-
son reported that she had
submitted the service line
funding interest form for
public water systems in Or-
egon. She said the funding
interest form has to do with
the lead line inventory com-
munities had been asked to
conduct.

“They’re already start-
ing to take surveys on who
would be interested in fund-
ing, who you think has lead
service lines,” she said. “I
registered us as an interest-
ed party because we know
we have lead service lines.”

She also said she com-
pleted a training for tech-
nical assistance grants by
Dept. of Land Conservation
and Development (DLCD).
She said the deadline for
technical assistance grants
was Oct. 3, and she had
some ideas she hoped to put
together and submit for that
so the town could get more
studies completed.

Ferguson said she had
planned to go after more
funding for a Little Free
Pantry for the town but had
been notified that there was
no more funding available
for that grant. The town
already has a Little Free
Library by the town hall.

“It’s still a great idea. In
the future I’d like to figure
out way we can set these
types of things up for the
community, for people in
need,” said Ferguson.

While that idea may
have fallen through for the
moment, the Lexington
Town Council did learn of
an upcoming food drive
in the community. Barb
Orwick of Heppner was at
the meeting representing
the Neighborhood Center
of South Morrow County.

While the Neighbor-
hood Center operates a
thrift store to raise funds,
the center’s main service
is its food pantry that helps
local families in need.

Orwick said the cen-
ter’s main source of food
is CAPECO. She said they
received more than 5,000
pounds of food from CAPE-
CO and gave away 71 food
boxes in July. In August,
she said, they gave away
78 food boxes but only
received half as much food
due to widespread need.

To meet local needs,
the Neighborhood Center
will conduct its annual food
drive throughout South
Morrow on Nov. 2. Lex-
ington community mem-
bers can bring donations of
non-perishables to Lexing-
ton Town Hall for pick-up
that week.

Orwick also said that
the Neighborhood Center
can help with things like
water and electric bills,
and residents only need to
stop by and ask about bill
assistance.

“We may not be able to
pay their full bill, but part of
it,” said Orwick.

Kennedy asked Orwick
to provide the town with
a list of services so they
could make it available to
residents who might not be
aware of the Neighborhood
Center’s services. The cen-
ter is located in Heppner
across from the library and
Heppner City Park.

In other business, Fer-
guson said the town had
received and installed two
AED units, one in town hall
and one in the fire hall for
firefighters to take on calls.
A third will be installed at
the Sinclair gas station. An
AED and CPR training is
tentatively scheduled for
Wednesday, Oct. 25, at

6:30 p.m. at the Lexington
Fire Hall.

The training will be
conducted by Morrow
County Health District
(MCHD) and Lexington
Fire Department. MCHD
donated the AED units to
the town.

Ferguson said she
hoped to publicize the event
and get as many community
members as possible to
attend.

“It’s there available 24
hours a day for people in
our community,” she said
of the unit installed on the
outside of town hall, “and
we want them to know how
to use it.”

Ferguson reported that
she had found out that the
pests in the town hall were
not termites, but only ants.
She said she would have
a pest control company
come out to take care of the
problem.

Ferguson also said she
had attended a training
with the League of Oregon
Cities in Echo, and several
participants had mentioned
that timers were a good way
to keep meetings on track.
Lexington Councilor Will
Lemmon commented that
the town had used timers
in the past.

“So maybe we just have
it handy, and if we ever
need to use it, it would be
a good way to kind of con-
trol the meeting,” Ferguson
responded.

Lexington Councilor
Bobbi Gordon reminded
the council that they now
have a town email system
and should no longer be
using their personal email
addresses.

“I’d love to see every-
one use that email,” she
said.

The next meeting of the
Lexington Town Council
will be Tuesday, Oct. 10,
at 6 p.m.
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Commissioners vote to support
solar, data center plans

-Continued from PAGE ONE

because Sunstone is such a
large project, the company
would have many areas in
which it could choose to
spend money on mitigation.

Morrow County rep-
resentatives, including
Planning Director Tamra
Mabbott, had spoken with
company representatives,
who indicated they would
like to schedule a work
session with the board of
commissioners to discuss
preferred mitigation proj-
ects.

“It’s a large project, it’s
a large impact, so there’s
multiple areas they might
spend this mitigation mon-
ey,” said Wrecsics. “Instead
of having an outside agen-
cy pick them, we’re just
going to have mitigation
money and let the county
pick where we want them
to spend that mitigation
money.”

Also at the meeting,
the board furthered Rowan
Percheron LLC’s plans
for a data center on land
owned by Threemile Can-
yon Farms near Boardman
when it voted to amend the
county’s comprehensive
plan and rezone the pro-
posed property.

The board of commis-
sioners had previously held
a public hearing on the is-
sue on Aug. 16, which was
then continued to Sept. 6 to
allow the applicant time to
respond to issues raised by
the Oregon Dept. of Land
Conservation and Devel-
opment (DLCD) and 1,000
Friends of Oregon.

The main issue seemed
to be the rezoning of 274
acres of agricultural land
for industrial use, which
would be necessary for the
data center to develop and
operate a data center on the
property.

At the Sept. 6 hear-

ing, the board voted unani-
mously to approve Rowan
Percheron’s three land use
applications, saying there
was ample evidence that
the development would not
negatively impact agricul-
ture at the proposed site.

It also conducted the
first reading of an ordi-
nance amending the coun-
ty’s comprehensive plan
and changing the property
from Exclusive Farm Use
to General Industrial.

The board of com-
missioners conducted the
second reading of the ordi-
nance on Sept. 20 and then
unanimously adopted both
the ordinance and Rowan
Percheron’s findings of fact.

Also on the industri-
al development front, the
board adopted a resolution
approving an agreement for
a long-term rural enterprise
zone agreement between
Columbia River Enterprise
Zone (CREZ) 1l and Lamb
Weston.

The CREZ III board
had previously voted to
approve the agreement, but
state law requires the board
of commissioners adopt a
resolution approving the
tax exemption before it can
take effect.

The City of Boardman
had to adopt a similar res-
olution since the property
falls within its area of in-
fluence.

The commissioners ap-
proved the resolution 2-0
with Wenholz abstaining.

In other business, Mor-
row County Administrator
Matthew Jensen presented
a draft position descrip-
tion for the Morrow Coun-
ty Community Develop-
ment Director, a position
that has been empty since
early 2021. However, the
commissioners said they
weren’t sold on the idea yet.

“This is a big bite,”

said Sykes, “especially
with Morrow County, with
the amount of change and
development we’re going
through right now. This
would be a pretty influential
position.”

It was decided to hold a
work session on Oct. 18 to
discuss the details, as well
as other proposed personnel
changes for the next budget
year.

The county also ap-
proved an intergovernmen-
tal agreement (IGA) with
the Oregon Dept. of Correc-
tions (DOC) for grant-in-
aid and other state funding.

Morrow County Sheriff
John Bowles told the com-
missioners the agreement is
the normal IGA the county
makes with the DOC. The
two-year contract, Bowles
said, allows the county to
receive money from the
state; the $1,035,956 in
state funds was already
approved in the current
budget.

He also said that going
forward, he would recom-
mend putting the agreement
on the consent agenda.

“The only thing that
changes each year is the
dollar figure changes just
a little, and the dates,”
Bowles said.

The board also rati-
fied the Morrow County
Sheriff’s Office Association
union collective bargaining
agreement, retroactive to
July 1 of this year. The
agreement is effective until
June 30, 2026. The union
had voted to approve the
agreement, but it required
ratification by the county
board of commissioners to
take effect.

The Morrow Counly Livestock Growers
would like to thank the following
for their support of the 2023
H/FFA Auction!
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GRAND CHAMPION
MARKET SWINE
Ava Gerry
Buyer:

Lane & Makenzie Bailey

Livestock Superintendents:

Jason Schoenfelder
Kacee Lathrop

Jennifer Wilson

Pete Szasz, Erin Heideman,
Sandi O'Brien

Stephanie Johnson
Rachel Archer

Bank of Eastern Oregon:
Chrisfy Corred

Becky Kindle

Laurie Barrow

John Qualls

Auctioneer :Ford Bonney

Ring Men:

en Baney
Tim Dickenson
Jeremy Wilson
Jeremy Rosebalm
Jim Kindle
Kyle Robinson

Special Thanks To:

Morrow County Fair Board Dawn
Eynetich, Cody High

Sarah Smith, Ann Jones Braxton
Adams, Shelby Krebs, Boatman
Wood Chip Company, Pacific
Ag, Silver Creek Confracting
Other Thank You:

Ryan Raymond

Rolling Rock Angus

Evans Livestock

Monte & Becky Evans

Wes Killion

Port of Morrow

Northwest Farm Credit

Morrow County Grain Growers
MCGG Green Feed

Cenex Harvest
Mitch & Tag Ashbeck
Eastern Oregon Mobile Slaughter
Follets Smoked Meats

Beef Northwest Feeders Country

Natural Beef

Randy Mills

Torrie Griggs

Tony Clement

Bill Canaday

Julie Baker

Anna Browne

Macy Goodwin

Chris Schachtschneider

Beth Dickenson

Erin Heideman

Lenn Greer

Madison Hynes

Kaylee Patterson

Dr. Shanna Sallee

BUYERS

Over 820,000:

Crum Forminlg_; i

Castle Rock Farming

Silver Creek Contracting
VB Da||r3y . X

Vance Dairy Construction

Graybeal Insurance

Walther Farms

Amazon

States

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Morrow

GRAND CHAMPION
MARKET SHEEP
Brooklyn Hendricks
Buyer:

Silver Creek Contracting

Over $10,000:

Ruggis Ranch

Blue line Transport
Columbia River Dairy
Bank of Eastern Oregon
Lamb Weston

Threemile Canyon Farms-

Pool Funds
Eleven-Seventeen Livestock LLC
Nutrien Ag Solutions
Beef Northwest
Butter Creek Cattle Company
Corey Miller Farming
Pacific Ag Solutions
Morrow County Grain Growers
Double T Farming
000:
affle
Devin Oil
Triple E
Ed Staub and Sons Petfroleum INC
NW Metal Fabricators
Rogers Toyota
Les Schwab Tire Center Heppner
Gar Aviation
Lane and Makenzie Boile(}/

All American Heating and Cooling
Cannon and Company
Boardman Ace Hardware

6 Mile Cattle Co

Elmer’s Irigation

Wagenblast Richardson Ranch
Miller Wheat

Charlie & Marcia Anderson

Krebs Livestock

EB Orem Farms

Over % 000:
id Columbia Producers

Umatilla Electric Coop

Colin and Erin Anderson

Community Counseling
Solutions

Worden Farms

Despain Gulch Farms

Swanson Insurance Group

Custom Feed Service

Haguewood Ranch

Markel Manufacturing

Adam and Shelley McCabe

Oregon Hay

Ag West Farm Credit

Lexington Pump

Miller Wheat Inc

Proudfoot Ranches

Over

Lakeview Heights
Cleaver Farming
Eergs tsnéofher(s:

rebs Sheep Company
PGE

Over $1,000:

BP Doherfy Farm

Brian and Susie Thompson
Snow McEliigott

Tillamook Boardman

Szasz Family

Mark & Pam Wunderlich
Williams Family Trucking

Curtis and Kathy Cutsforth Farm
Starvation Farms

Gary Fredrickson Enterprises

SK Fencing

Luciani Ranch

Trinity Livestock

Bailey Heavy Equipment Repair Inc

GRAND CHAMPION
MARKET GOAT
Savanna Greenup
Buyer:

TREO Ranches Inc

Cold Springs Veterinary Service
Dan and Teresa Greenfield
Greenup Enterprises Inc
NextEra
Stepping A Ranch
TREO Ranches Inc
Murray Drug Inc
QWCFoﬁIe 5 ;
arm Sy

Matheny Ra’rawgg
RDO Equipment Co
Ross Brandt Electric
Shaun and Stephanie Hisler
Jeff Wenholz
Blown Away Ranch
Nelmar Farming
IRTLLC
Tim and Shannon Rust
Triple L Cattle Co

E Farms
Jarrod and Alison Ogden
Cold Springs Organic Dairy
Craig Miles Farming
Hermiston Veterinary Clinic
Karl and Patricia Smith
Wheatland Insurance
Brookfield Renewable
CRC Caittle LLC
HCC Heppner Christian Church
Mark and Jan Huddleston
Riekkola Farms
Shelco Electric Inc

Up to $1,000:

ason and Tara Proudfoot
Paul and Sue Walton
Sam and Lacey Mackenzie
Hinton Creek Hay
Bonni Ball
Blue Mountain Plumbing
Dré Creek Farms LLC
OC Training and Gunwork
David and Jennifer Jaca
Pete Szasz
Kathi Dickenson
Cold Springs Vet
A H Bar Ranch
Bracher Farms
Brett and Jane Harrison
First American Title Insurance
Company
FIyingBJ Enterprises
Ford Bonney
Ghughes Property LLC
Hanley Energy
Hawman Farms
Mark and Shannon Miller
Marv and Tanna Padberg
Pine Gates Renewables
Ted and Mary Ann Davis
Triangle Ranches
Dickenson Chiropractic Clinic
Pedro Farms LLC
Columbia River Handyman
Galen Weaver
Slater and Darcee Mitchell
James and Diana Cutsforth
Joe & Donna Rietmann
Lowell Sak
Steve and Erin Wallace
Brittany Casperson
Pam and Bob Worden
Pam Piper
Jason and Linsey Hanna
Lindsay Ranch LLC
Allen and Dawn Lathrop
Grinning Wolf LLC

GRAND CHAMPION
MARKET STEER
Wyatt Dawson

Buyer:
CFS LLC

Patti and Bob Adair

Julie Baker

Sandi OBrien

BMC Construction Remodel LLC
Dean Mason |

Jared and Julie Lathrop

Jeff King

Judy Heal

Kevin Hoeft

Krista Price

Meghan Golden

Rodelo Farms

Snow-MctElligott

Stubblefield Land and Cattle
Barry and Mary Ann Munkers

Ben MctElligott

Bobbi Childers

Charles Monagle and Nancy Miller
Evan and Annie Weygandt

Jake and Cara Bailey

Joyce hughes

Knop Girls

Patty Matheny

Quinton and Lindsay Grogan
Partnershi
Rob and
Rosco and Kay Rene Qualls
Steve and Krm Dickenson
Troy and Naralie Murray
Brian McEIIigoh‘
2A Philpott Farm

Armstrong Family Farms

Curtis Harper

GrammalJim and Amber Schlaich
Joseph Nash Contracting LLC
Kollman Farms

Ramsay Ranch

Raymond and Tanya Akers
Carlson Sales

Dan Nelson and Helene Schwarz
Grieb Farms

Rick and Kelsie Worden

Arl Wagnet

Barshoe

Beth Dickenson

Dean Seagle

Dick Cole

Eric and Traci McCready

James Baldock

Jeremy and Madison Rosenbalm
Jerica Hendricks

Ketch fennern

Kristie Bingaman

Kyle Errecart

Linda McVay

Mal Hancock

Meagan Thomasson

Patricia Daly

The Ginn

Theresa Proctor-Reece

Tom Sorey Farms

Tradewinds Quarter Horses LLC
Warren Wilson

Kathleen

Lena Holdiman

Richard and Addie Cole
Kimberly Lindsay

Alex Lindsay

Jay and Sue Gibbs

Carmen Thompson

Runyons

Asher Schonbachler

Colin and Stephanie McElligott
Esta Valley Farms

Janet Obrien

Jeremy McVa

Megan Doherty

enn Ashbeck

GRAND TOTAL
$736,407.40




