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splicing academy in con-
junction with Amazon
Web Services (AWS). This
was the second such train-
ing this year, the first being
held in Hermiston in May
2022. This most recent saw
28 students dig in over two
days to complete their cer-
tifications. These type of
industry recognized certi-
fications are exceptionally
sought after in today’s tech
workplace. This is where
we see a very bright future
for students who choose
these types of courses and
for BMCC as we work
to fulfil our role as a ma-
jor provider of workforce
training in the region.
Another  area  where
BMCC is excelling is
with our nursing program.
Each and every one of this
spring’s registered nurs-
ing graduates not only
had a job offer before they
walked across the stage,
but all 13 of them stayed
right here in northeast Ore-
gon to live and work in one
of our many high-quality
health care facilities. This
happens because of excep-
tional instruction from our
nursing faculty, rigorous
and relevant hands-on clin-
ical training in partnership
with local hospitals and
clinics and the support of
many, including those stu-
dents’ family and friends
who do so much to keep
households running, fam-
ilies tended to and more
so that these nurses excel.
BMCC nurses this last
year passed the licensure
exam (NCLEX) with an
astonishing 85 percent rate
on the first attempt, and the
two who did not, passed it
on the second. When you
and I need health care, we
are in good hands thanks to
these nurses.

Bright futures are in store
for our students in the
UAS Professional Pilot
program. Pendleton is such
a unique area for drone
work and training. Com-
panies from all over the
world are taking advantage
and BMCC students are
positioned for successful
careers. Two different cer-
tificates are available right
here locally. The first cer-

tificate is called UAS Pro-
fessional Pilot and the sec-
ond is called Flight Lab.
The first certificate trains
students on mission plan-
ning via computer simu-
lation using an advanced
Flight Management Sys-
tem called Piccolo. Our
partners, Volatus Group,
had to receive special per-
mission to offer training on
Piccolo from the develop-
er, Collins Aerospace. So,
outside of the military, we
are part of a select group
that can offer training on
that system. Students also
learn everything they need
to know to pass the exam
to earn their Part 107 Cer-
tification.
Flight Lab is a continuation
of the UAS Profession-
al Pilot Certificate where
students get hands-on ex-
perience using Piccolo
and other systems and fly
various drone platforms,
including multi-rotor and
fixed-wing VTOL.
Additionally, state grant
monies have been secured
and committed to help ad-
dress the critical shortage
of commercial truck driv-
ers through a CDL training
program that will be mo-
bile. Yes, the training can
and will come to you. The
Future Ready Oregon pro-
gram passed by the Legis-
lature and signed into law
by Governor Brown will
help us with the equip-
ment and start-up costs.
Addressing critical needs
for our local agricultural
producers, processors and
industries in need of mov-
ing products to and from
market through licensed
trained drivers is at the
core of our mission; “As a
comprehensive communi-
ty college, we are commit-
ted to providing responsive
and high-quality innovat-
ed educational programs
and services that promote
personal and professional
growth to strengthen our
communities”.
Blue Mountain Communi-
ty College looks forward to
our continued partnership
throughout this academic
year and for years to come.
Dr. J. Mark Browning,
President
Blue Mountain Communi-
ty College
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Ione FFA attends

Greenhand
Conference

-

Pictured L-R: Members of the Ione FFA Chapter at-
tended the District Greenhand Conference Septem-
ber 20th at the Sage Center. Pictured L-R are; Hunt-
er Scoggin, Olivia Ogden, Miley Strezelwicz, Phegley
Padberg, Isabelle Ogden, Novalee Campbell, Adrian
Mendoza, Leo Cambreo, Gage Heideman, Blake
Vandever, William McElligott, Caydance Kreitzer,
CiCi Stefani and Cayden Mendoza.

Fourteen members
of the lone FFA Chapter
attended the Greenhand
Conference on Septem-
ber 20 at the Sage Center
in Boardman. “I loved the
workshops and my group,”
said Greenhand FFA Pres-
ident, Miley Strzelewicz .
“It was really fun getting
to go.”

Over 200 students from all
over the Blue Mountain
FFA District attended this
student-lead  conference
to learn more about the
opportunities in the FFA
organization and “get ex-
cited about participating.”

The district in-
cludes schools from Mil-
ton Freewater, Pilot Rock,
Athena-Weston, Pendle-

YOUR AD
COuLD
BE
HERE!

Call
541-676-9228
Oor Email

graphics@rapicdserve.net

We also offer
design and
printing services

Heppner Gazette-Times

sykes Printing

a'

to the referrer.

-gorge-

High Speed Fiber Internet

ton, Hermiston, Stanfield,
Echo, lone, Heppner, Irri-
gon and Boardman. “My
favorite part was meeting
new people,” said Green-
hand Treasurer, Olivia Og-
den. “I'm glad we got to
go.”

Chaperone Dawn Eynetich
“made sure the group got
there and back and an-
swered any questions they
might have had. “I am
sure thankful that [ got to
go with this group,” said
Eynetich. “The Ione kids
were so well behaved and
kind.”

FFA, once known
as Future Farmers of
America, is the largest
youth leadership organiza-
tion in
the United States. Go to
www.oregonffa.com  to
learn more about this orga-
nization.
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A $695 Value!

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT O

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(877) 557-1912

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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*Offer value when purchased at retail.
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OKTOBERFEST

MUSIC . BEER . FOOD

GILLIAM & BISBEE
HEPPNER, OR 97836

ssommnos g
$5 DRINK TICKETS - ID REQUIRED
NO UNACCOMPANIED MINORS
MUSIC: JOE LINDSAY & FRIENDS(S-8), DJ AUSTIN ROBERTS(8-11)
DINNER PROYIDED BY: UPPER PLACE CONCESSIONS
GERMAN DOGS & HOT PRETZELS
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e Thank you Representative Greqg Smith for your helpg
eto continue community pharmacy Covid therapeu-
®tics access across the state: Paxlovid and similar @
:medications are life saving for fragile patients with :
o Covid infection but only with timely interven- °
etion and administration- Your support of pharmacy e
®prescribing and dispensing has positive effects every ®
‘day to hundreds of patients: Your respected and :
proFessmna/ approach to getting things done and
your care of constituents is so very appreciated- ¢
olith thanks, °
e John Murray, RPh Muvay’ DM] o
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Visit gorge.net or call 541-436-0223

You AND your friend get $50 when they mention your referral when they sign up for new service with Gorge Networks. We'll contact you once your friend has signed up for new service to let you know
your credit is coming. It’s as easy as that. *Referral terms and conditions: Must be a new customer.There is no cash out under this program. Your earned credit is applied to your account.Because the re-

ferral must be mentioned at the time of sign-up, the referrer cannot ask for the credit to be applied at a later date.The new account holder under this arrangement will get a $50 credit after paying the full
one month rate for the first month (i.e. the $50 credit will be applied to your second month of service).The first invoice for the new subscriber’s service must be paid in full before the credit can be issued



