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County considers government with no administrator
Commissioners are 

considering eliminating the 
county executive position 
all together following the 
recent firing of administra-
tor Darrell Green. 

At their July 6 meeting 
commissioners discussed 
adopting a form of gov-
ernment where individual 
commissioners would be 
assigned to “liaison” with 
various department heads 
instead of having a county 
administrator oversee all 
departments and report to 
the board. 

Commissioners were 
modeling the new govern-
ment structure after Uma-
tilla and Crook counties 
which use a similar system 
of elected officials over-

seeing department heads. 
Human Resource Director 
Lindsay Grogan reported 
to commissioners she had 
talked to officials at Crook 
County where department 
heads submit time cards 
and time off requests, for 
instance, to individual com-
missioners for approval. 
She said when there is a 
discipline situation or a 
written warning or termina-
tion of a department head, 
for instance, it would have 
to go through an executive 
session or performance re-
view before the full board. 
Grogan said in talks with 
both Crook and Umatilla 
Counties they both have a 
“very active” county coun-
cil that “acts as a partner” 

to human resources and the 
board in personnel matters. 
She also said there were 
facilities managers or di-
rectors at these counties 
that handle all construction 
and facility contracts. In 
Morrow County the district 
attorney also serves as legal 
counsel to the board of 
commissioners. 

Commissioner Melissa 
Lindsay hesitated to say 
a commissioner would be 
the only one overseeing a 
department head, saying 
it was more of a “support 
system” being established. 
“This doesn’t mean any 
commissioner is the gate 
keeper or the sole contact 
for a department. It means, 
‘How do I get this to a 

During a medical emergency, Veterans should immediately seek care at the nearest medical facility. A medical 
emergency is an injury, illness or symptom so severe that without immediate treatment, an individual believes 
his or her life or health is in danger. If a Veteran believes his or her life or health is in danger, call 911 or

report to the nearest emergency department right away.

Veterans do not need to check with VA before calling for an ambulance or going to an emergency department. 
During a medical emergency, VA encourages all Veterans to seek immediate medical attention without delay. It 

is, however, important to promptly notify VA within 72 hours of presenting to the emergency room.

Veterans, their representatives, and in-network community providers should report instances of a Veteran
presenting to a community emergency room to VA within 72 hours of the start of emergent care. 

Out-of-network providers are encouraged to notify VA as soon as possible.

 Notifying VA in a timely fashion is important because this:
 • Allows VA to assist the Veteran in coordinating necessary care or transfer,
 • helps ensure that the administrative and clinical requirements for VA to pay for the care are met, and
 • may impact a Veteran’s eligibility for VA to cover the cost of  emergency treatment.

72hr National  Emergency Notification Number  # 844-724-7842

For further information see:
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/providers/info_EmergencyCare.asp
https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/docs/pubfiles/factsheets/FactSheet_20-44.pdf#  Ambulance transportation  

board of commissioner’s 
conversation?’ It is a sup-
port system and not a gate 
keeper. I think if you have 
a commissioner you have 
worked on with a project, 
all three commissioners 
are more than willing to be 
a sounding board. I don’t 
want to confuse this with 
one on one. We are all 
working together,” she said 
of the new structure. 

Since the firing of 
Green, the county has been 
without an administrator 
and Commissioner Jim 
Doherty has been filling in 
doing some of his duties. 
In addition, executive as-
sistant Roberta Lutcher, 
who worked directly below 
Green, is now on 30 days 

leave. Doherty said Mon-
day former county execu-
tive assistant Karen Wolff 
has been hired on a 30-day 
temporary contract to fill in 
during Lutcher’s absence.

If commissioners adopt 
the new system of disbursed 
governance, it could be 
changed as soon as two new 
commissioners take posi-
tions on the board in Jan-
uary. Commissioners said, 
however, that their imple-
menting the new structure 
would give county employ-
ees “an opportunity to live 
it for a while and then hand 
over the experience to the 
new board.” 

Tentative break down 

of which commissioners 
would be liaisons with 
which departments is as 
follows: Jim Doherty 
– Health Dept., Human 
Resources, Admin Dept., 
Transportation, Treasurer, 
Planning and District At-
torney. Melissa Lindsay 
– Juvenile Dept., Emergen-
cy Management, Sheriff’s 
Office, Veterans Affairs, 
Fair and Rodeo, Roads, 
Justice Court, Circuit Court 
and Surveyor. Don Russell 
– Finance, Clerk Office, 
Assessor, Community De-
velopment, Weeds, Public 
Works airport, parks, main-
tenance and transfer station 
and IT services.

Information deemed correct 
not guaranteed

I Have Buyers Looking! I Have Buyers Looking! 
I have buyers looking for homes in the Heppner, Lexington and Ione area.  Now is the time to sell!   Call, text or email me. 

Buyer Agent Services
Buying a home in a For Sale By Owner can be complicated. I would like to help you through all the  details involved in the 
purchase. I can handle Negotiations, Sales Contract Preparation, Inspections, Sale Contingency Protections, Setting up

Escrow, Working with your Lender etc. 
My Buyer’s Agent Services can help you through the entire process of purchasing your new home, land, or other property. 

Call me.
I can also work as a Seller’s Agent on the sale of your property.

Contact me for a no obligation price quote for my services.

David Sykes    •   Sykes Real Estate
Licensed Oregon Principal Broker 

541-980-6674 Cell (call or text)    •    541-676-9228 Office
david@rapidserve.net

188 W. Willow St     •     Heppner, OR 97836
Broker license: 990400057    •     Real Estate Business license: 201106044

Walk to downtown and shopping. 3 bedroom, 1 bath home 
on corner lot. Lots of new updates including HVAC and home 
wiring. Fresh clean look to this home with new paint, lami-
nate flooring and carpeting. Refrigerator and stove included 
in sale. Fenced yard for your pets or kids and there is a base-
ment workshop too.

185 W CENTER ST   Heppner

$165,900$165,900
If your looking for a spot in the mountains for either a weekend 
getaway or a place to live permanently, this is what you want. 
Small cabin on .92 acres in the woods with creek running 
through the property. Lots of mature trees and you will enjoy 
the peace and quiet. Lots of wildlife including turkey, deer and 
elk. 15 miles from Heppner, OR. And it has internet so you 
can work from home. There is a public water system so no 
hassle with a well. Call me today and schedule a showing.

      81104 ELK TRAIL LN   Heppner

$150,000$150,000

NEW LISTING!NEW LISTING!

Large 2540 sq ft home 1 bedroom 2.25 bath on hill overlooking 
valley. 114.26 acres w/65 acres water rights from well for irrigat-
ed pasture. 46.26 acres of rangeland. Large 900 sq ft attached 
garage. 600 sq ft stable with enclosed tack room, 2 pump hous-
es. Garden space. Large patio & big trex decking around front. 
Willow Creek runs length of property. Lower level has lots of 
room and much potential for additional rooms.

67208 HWY 74  Ione

$895,000$895,000

There is plenty of room in this 3,680 sq. ft. 4 bedroom 4 bath 
home on 5.29 acres located on Dee Cox Rd near Heppner. 
Has family/game room, office space and a deck for summer 
barbecuing. Beautiful bamboo floors with an open kitchen 
and dining area. Top of the line induction cook top convection 
oven with air frying included. Daylight basement opens out to 
the backyard, where there is an outbuilding & chicken coop. 
These small acreage homes are hard to come by, so come 
and have a look soon.

61476 DEE COX RD   Heppner

$480,000$480,000

SOLD

NEW LISTING!NEW LISTING!

Well Kept 3 bedroom, 1 bath home on quiet street in Heppner. 
Fenced yard with a well maintained lawn. Lots of beautiful flowers 
on the front porch for a great place to spend a summer evening. 
You will love this efficient kitchen with lots of storage and its 
beautiful laminate flooring with Microwave, stove and refrigerator 
included. Don't wait to call me to set up a showing while this 
home is still available.

390 W UNION AVE  Heppner

$179,000$179,000
  Price ReducedPrice Reduced

$174,000$174,000

NEW LISTING!NEW LISTING!

Three bedroom, one bath home on quiet street in Heppner. Real 
wood floors and knotty pine walls give a warm and comfortable 
feeling when you walk inside. Large fenced backyard with excel-
lent soil will give you a great garden, and there is an access gate 
off the back street (Riverside) for additional parking. A full walk-in 
basement is waiting for you to finish out and add lots of additional 
living space. Call me for an appointment to have a look!

335 W UNION AVE   Heppner

$185,500$185,500

NEW LISTING!NEW LISTING!

Beautiful view of Heppner from the huge front windows and large 
covered patio. This 3 bed 2 bath family home is perfect for a 
handyman. Propane fireplace with extra-large living and dining 
rooms and an unfinished basement. There is a tool shed out back 
with a low maintenance yard. Washer, dryer, refrigerator, dish-
washer, stove/microwave-hood comb and small freezer outside 
all included. Call for a showing before its gone.

435 S CHASE ST   Heppner

$180,000$180,000

SOLD $145,000$145,000

320 BARRATT BLVD  Heppner

3 bedroom 2 bath fixer upper in Heppner. Hardwood 
floors, forced air oil heat and two car garage. Fireplace 
and patio out back. Fenced yard.

SALE PENDING

SOLD

www.sykesrealestate.net Owner/Broker David Sykes

188 W. Willow

P.O. Box 337

Heppner, OR 97836
david@sykesrealestate.net

Phone:  (541) 676-9228

Cell:  (541) 980-6674

Fax:  (541) 676-9211


