Mustangs prove resiliency on

by Damon Brosnan.

By Blake Carter

The Mustangs traveled
to take on the Kennedy Tro-
jans, their toughest matchup
of the season where they
pulled off a 34-28 win in
comeback fashion. Heppner
and Kennedy have become
very familiar foes, these
two teams have faced off in
the last two playoffs. Back
in 2018 Kennedy came to
Heppner and took the Mus-
tangs down in convincing
fashion, 34-0 in a first round
playoff game. This was
the Mustang’s last defeat
before they rattled off 21
straight wins, going 13-0
in 2019, 5-0 in 2020, and
starting off 3-0 this season.
Heppner remembered that
loss as they came back
the following year in 2019
and took the Trojans down
12-7 in the state title game.
Heppner and Kennedy have
been picked as the two best
teams, by the coaches, in
the state of Oregon for 2A
football. This game was a
highly anticipated match-
up; it previewed a possible
playoff game.

Fans filed in to watch
this matchup of the top two
teams in the state. Heppner
stood to the north with
blue and gold covering the
stands and the sidelines
behind them. The Kennedy
faithful did the same as their
home grandstands were
filled. This game had the
feeling of a state playoff
game, and it did not disap-
point. Entering the game
as the underdogs, Heppner
looked to grab the momen-
tum early, Kennedy wasn’t
going to let that happen.
After receiving the opening
kickoff, Trojan quarterback
Riley Cantu connected with
Brett Boen for a three-yard
touchdown. Down early the
Mustang offense needed to

the road, as they take down
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Conor Brosnan leads Caden George through a wall of defenders enroute to a first down.

respond, but on just the sec-
ond offensive play, Landon
Mitchell’s screen pass was
intercepted by Trojan de-
fensive back Elijah Traeger
and returned 25 yards for
a touchdown. Facing their
largest deficit of the season
the Mustangs were reeling,
but Landon Mitchell and the
Heppner offense responded
with a five-yard touchdown
throw to Jace Coe. Mitchell
would sneak in for the two-
point conversion inching
Heppner closer with 14-8.
Kennedy struck pay dirt
again in the second quarter
as Cantu escaped the pock-
et and cashed in a 11-yard
run to put Kennedy ahead
21-8. Again, the Mustang
team would not back down,
Mitchell hooked up with
Coe on a 56-yard touch-
down throw to shrink the
Trojan lead back down
to 21-14. The two teams
would trade punts, and
Heppner was able to stand
strong as the second quarter
expired leaving Kennedy
on top 21-14.

Heppner received the
second half kickoff, and
immediately drove down
and slashed the Kennedy
lead down to just 21-20.
Mitchell was able to throw
a 28-yard touchdown pass
to Kason Cimmiyotti. Ken-
nedy looked to add to the
lead early in the fourth
quarter, as Owen Bruner
cashed in on a two-yard
touchdown rush to extend
the Trojan lead back out to
28-20. Heppner fired right
back as Mitchell tossed his
fourth touchdown to Cim-
miyotti on a 40-yard strike.
However, the two-point
conversion would fail leav-
ing Heppner behind again,
28-26. With their backs
against the wall the stin-
gy Mustang defense came

alive, forcing a punt and
giving the Mustang offense
a chance with 4:26 showing
on the clock. Knowing this
was most likely their last
chance the Mustang offense
took the field at their own
45-yard line. Using just six
plays, Brock Hisler put the
Mustangs on top for the
first time in the contest, on
a five-yard touchdown run,
with 1:39 remaining in the
game. Mitchell and Cimmi-
yotti connected again on the
two-point conversion, leav-
ing the score 34-28. Again,
the Mustang defense would
come through and get the
ball back, allowing Mitchell
to take a knee as Heppner
celebrated a huge win.
Statistics for the game;
Landon Mitchell put to-
gether an impressive per-
formance passing for 225
yards and four touchdowns
on 12-14 passing. Mitchell
added five yards rushing,
Caden George rushed for 41
yards and Brock Hisler ran
for 72 yards and one touch-
down. Jace Coe led the
Mustangs in receiving as he
brought in four catches for
107 yards and two touch-
downs. Kason Cimmiyotti
also had four receptions,
racking up 82 yards and two
touchdowns. Caden George
brought in three receptions
for 37 yards. The Mustang
offense was able to bring
in a total of 336 yards of
offense on just 34 plays.
The Mustang defense was
big when the team needed
it the most, they allowed
264 yards of offense on 59
plays. Brock Hisler led the
way with 12 tackles, Conor
Brosnan added nine, while
Toby Nation, Kason Cim-
miyotti and Derek Smith
all had seven tackles. Jace
Coe had four tackles, Caden
George, Ty Boor, Blaine
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Mahoney and Tucker Ash-
beck all added three tackles.
Cade Cunningham, Cody
Fletcher and Blake Carter
all had a tackle each.

This win allowed the
Mustang winning streak
to grow to 22 wins, they
will now shift their atten-
tion to their league sched-
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Power your home, save money and
be prepared for utility power outages
with the PWRcell, a solar + battery

storage system.
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*Offer value when purchased at retail.
**Financing available through authorized Generac partners.

Solar panels sold separately.
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*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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ule, beginning with the
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off on Friday, October 1.
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CLOG-FREE GUARANTEED*
Call today for a free estimate! (855) 943-5735

Seamless, one-piece system, keeps out leaves,

debris & more.

Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder to clean

clogged gutters.

Durable, all-weather tested system.

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.
**Consumer Disclosure/Award Rules: All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer spon-
sored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If
married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into
a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company
may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 30 days of receipt of
the promotion form provided at presentation. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Amazon and is subject
to change without notice prior to reservation. See www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.htmi?nodeld=G7KXB4EYEHXZRUMA for gift card restrictions. Expires 12/31/21.

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of Oregon in Oregon under license number 223377

Installation
on a Complete
LeafGuard
System!

DOES NOT INCLUDE COST OF MATERIAL.
EXPIRES 12/31/2021.




