IMESD responds to updated school

metrics from ODE

On Friday, October 30,
the Oregon Department of
Education (ODE) released
an update to its Ready
Schools, Safe Learners
guidance, including updat-
ed metrics for students to re-
turn to in-person instruction
in schools. According to
ODE, the metrics are based
on the latest COVID-19
studies and data, align to
CDC recommendations,
and are in line with stan-
dards in other states to help
Oregon meet its priority to
return students to in-person
instruction.

ODE stated that an im-
portant lesson from the
review of national school
data is that Oregon school
districts can help protect
student and staff health
during in-person instruction
when community spread is
sufficiently low and when
districts strictly adhere to
the health and safety pro-
tocols outlined for schools.

Key changes to the
metrics include:

-A clear set of reach-
able targets for communi-
ties to strive for.

-Acknowledgement
that Oregon’s Ready
Schools, Safe Learners

health protocols in struc-
tured settings like schools
can greatly reduce the
risk of transmission of
COVID-19.

-Additional time for
schools to transition be-
tween in-person and dis-
tance learning models.

-Increased access to
in-person instruction at the
elementary level; incre-
mentally increased access
for in-person instruction
beginning at the elementary
level.

-A two-week “Look
Back” at the Metrics Data
rather than one week at
a time over a three-week
period.

-Removes State Posi-
tivity Rate in favor of Coun-
ty Positivity Rates.

-Maintains use of some
exceptions, including a hold
harmless clause

-Extends implementa-
tion windows and advises
use of an equity decision
tool.

-Limited In-Person In-
struction: Changes cohort
size from 10 to 20, removes
250 absolute student limit.

According to the press
release from ODE, the up-
dated metrics take effect

guidance’s strong public immediately and, based

on this week’s data points,
potentially allow close to
130,00 students to return to
some in-person instruction.
The guidance recommends
that schools consider both
equity and a methodical
and cautious approach at
the beginning that return
a portion of the school
population first and then
add more students on-site
over time. This will al-
low schools to build new
safety routines, stabilize
cohorts and avoid sudden,
disruptive transitions back
to Comprehensive Distance
Learning due to quarantine
or isolation.

Dr. Mark Mulvihill,
superintendent of the In-
terMountain ESD, has been
working with multiple state
committees for months.
Mulvihill said the planned
fall review by ODE of the
school reopening metrics
is timely and appropriate.
The updated metrics may
allow some of the IMESD’s
districts to re-open to
in-person instruction, but
Umatilla County’s current
COVID-19 case rate is still
too high for schools to re-
open with students.

“The new state metrics
provide increased flexibil-

Hintz-Bormann engagement

announced

Zechariah “Zech” Daniel Hintz
and Kari Lynne Bormann have an-
nounced their engagement to be mar-
ried. They are planning a December
5, 2020, wedding at the Christ Com-
munity Church Brookside Campus,
Kansas City, MO.

Zech is a 2012 graduate of
Heppner High School. He received
a Bachelor of Science degree in ap-
plied economics and management
from Cornell University.

Kari received a Bachelor of Arts
degree in secondary English educa- |
tion at Calvin University. i

Zech is the son of Teresa Van
Doorn, Heppner, and Dan Hintz, Ida- /=
ho. His grandparents are Linda and |
Terry Corbin, Heppner, and Carol |
Hintz, Beaverton. 3

Kari is the daughter of Scott and
DeeDe Bormann, Kansas.

Zech Hintz and Kari Lynne Bormann
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Heppner averages
warmer than

ity for Oregon schools to
open safely. Many more
students in Oregon will
be able to attend school
in-person. Union and Mor-
row County schools will
be able to remain open due
to previous exceptions and
their continued success in
mitigating spread. Howev-
er, Umatilla County’s case
numbers and positivity rate
are still too high, even with
these new metrics. It is now
up to all of us to reduce the
spread and get our kids back
to school,” Mulvihill said.

For more information
on the updated school re-
opening metrics, please vis-
it the ODE website: https://
www.oregon.gov/ode/stu-
dents-and-family/health-
safety/Pages/Planning-for-
the-2020-21-School-Year.
aspx.

normal

According to prelim-
inary data received by
NOAA'’s National Weath-
er Service in Pendleton,
temperatures at Heppner
averaged warmer than nor-
mal during the month of
October.

The average tempera-
ture was 54.0 degrees which
was 2.7 degrees above nor-
mal. High temperatures av-
eraged 66.8 degrees, which
was 2.6 degrees above nor-
mal. The highest was 85
degrees on the 7. Low
temperatures averaged 41.1
degrees, which was 2.7
degrees above normal. The
lowest was 14 degrees, on
the 25,

There were six days
with the low temperature
below 32 degrees.

Precipitation totaled

0.66 inches during Octo-
ber, which was 0.48 inches
below normal. Measurable
precipitation, at least .01
inch, was received on five
days with the heaviest, 0.28
inches reported on the 11™,

Precipitation this year
has reached 7.61 inches,
which is 3.47 inches below
normal.

The outlook for No-
vember from NOAA’s Cli-
mate Prediction Center
calls for above normal tem-
peratures and above normal
precipitation. Normal highs
for Heppner fall from 57.0
degrees at the start of No-
vember to 45.0 degrees
at the end of November.
Normal lows fall from 35.0
degrees to 28.0 degrees.
The 30-year normal precip-
itation is 1.60 inches.

ALL NEWS AND ADVERTISEMENT DEADLINE:

MONDAYS AT 5:00 P.M.

Prepare for

GENERAC

power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

844-942-3614

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

GENERAC L

*Terms & Conditions Apply

all my contacts."
LYNN F. | RENEWAL BY ANDERSEN CUSTOMER

KEEP THE HEAT OUT AND THE COOL IN!

Solving your window problems and having a comfortable home is
easy and enjoyable when you choose Renewal by Andersen. With this
great offer, you save money on your window project - and you'll also
save on high energy bills for years to come!

Offer Ends October 31
Call for your FREE in-home consultation.

¢ 888-351-9341
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The Better Way to a Better Window”
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Minimum purchase of 4. Interest accrues from the date of purchase but is waived if paid in full within 12 months.

4.7 oUT OF 5 BASED ON 95,000+ REVIEWS
"My overall experience was great. | love the window, and from sales to
scheduling, the experience was very good. The installers are highly
skilled professionals and | would recommend Renewal by Andersen to
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MORE ENERGY

IDETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 10/31/2020. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or patio door, get one (1) window or patio door 40% off, and 12 months $o money down, $o manthly payments, $0
interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 7/1/2020 and g/30/2020. 40% off windows and patio doors are less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the order. Subject to credit
approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period, but all interest is waived if the purchase amount is paid before the expiration of the promational period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by
federally insured, federal and state chartered financial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender, or familial status. Savings comparison based on purchase of a single unit at list price. Available
at participating locations and offer applies throughout the service area. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for details. License MN:BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Los Angeles License
#992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. All other license numbers available upon request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and
operated. AValues are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double-hung window u-factor to the u-factor for clear dual-pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006, 2009, 2012, 2015, and 2018 International
Energy Conservation Code "Glazed Fenestration" Default Tables. "Renewal by Andersen" and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. RBAI2288

*Using U.S. and imported parts.
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newshowerdeal.com/hgt | 833-711-1410

*Offer valid only while supplies last. Limit one per household. Must be first time purchase. Minimum spend amount applies. Financing
subject to third party credit approval. Some financing options cannot be combined with other offers and may require minimum
monthly payments. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See AmericanStandardShowers.com for other restrictions and for
licensing, warranty, and company information. CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY: 55431H;NYC:HIC 2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC
does not sellin Nassau NY, Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.




