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By Fr. Thankachan Joseph SDB, St. Patrick Church
Last Sunday, the Book of Isaiah offered us a rich 

portrayal of the power of God’s word, reminding us that 
just as God cares for the earth by sending it rain to make 
it fertile, fruitful and rich, so He cares for us by sending 
His word. As the rain always yields positive results, the 
earth responds and becomes fruitful, so God persists with 
His word until it ultimately produces results. Like the rain 
and the snow that come down from heaven and become 
part of the Earth, similarly every word that comes from 
the mouth of God produces abundant results.

A second reading on Sunday, from the letter of St. 
Paul to the Romans, was all about hope. Life in the Spirit 
is life lived in hope. Endurance is a favorite word that Paul 
uses writing to the Romans. He reminds the Romans that 
they will be able to endure suffering and trials because of 
this hope, to look beyond the present suffering and see 
its meaning in the future. God’s word of hope is not only 
for us human beings but for the whole cosmos, which is 
also in bondage and awaits liberation promised by Christ.

The parable of the “sower” was the theme of Chapter 
13 of Matthew last Sunday, in which he is explaining the 
characteristics, dimensions, features of the Kingdom of 
God in the simplest form of presentation, in a parable. This 
parable of the sower teaches us that as the sower of the 
Word of God, Christ scatters the seed/the word anywhere 
and everywhere without any calculations or inhibitions. 
Similarly, it invites us as Christians to make use of the 
opportunities we get to speak about the Word of God to 
all categories of people. We have ample opportunities to 
speak about the Word of God to our non-Christian friends, 
but due to fear and inhibitions, we don’t take them. The 
Lord of the harvest wants us to do it freely and willingly. 

The central theme of the parable teaches us that there 
are different types of human beings, and their attitudes 
toward the Word of God are compared in the parable to 
different types of soil. What is the state of our hearts? 
Are our hearts open to receiving the words of Jesus, or 
are we hard of heart and a source of grief to Jesus? Let’s 
compare ourselves to the people in the parable to see 
where we stand.

The first type of person is this one: The one who hears 
the word of the kingdom without understanding it, and 
the evil one comes and steals away what was sown in his 
heart. (Matt 13:19). The seed that fell on the footpath, 
doesn’t even get a chance to sprout because it didn’t land 
on soil, and we see that it was pecked by the birds of the 
air. Due to lack of understanding, the evil one stole away 
the Word of God. Do we ever reject part of the message 
of the Gospel because we do not understand it? Whenever 
we reject part of the message of the Gospel, to use the 
words of Jesus today, the evil one has stolen the word 
from our hearts.

The second type of person is the one compared to 
rocky ground, the one who hears the Word and receives 
it at once with joy but has no soil for the roots. When 
some tribulation or temptations of the world come, such 
a person immediately falls away. (Matt 13:20-21). Just 
as the seed sprouts lack a conducive atmosphere and the 
seed is scorched in the heat of the sun, we give up.

When the seed is sown among thorns, the third type 
of person is the one who hears the Word but then worldly 
anxiety and the lure of riches choke the Word and it bears 
no fruit. (Matt 13:22). It is “worldly anxiety and lure of 
riches” that can meddle with our spiritual life and put us 
off from our spiritual path. Have we missed Sunday ser-
vices because we were too busy or made up some other 
excuse? Are we too busy to read the Bible? When we are 
too busy and put all these familiar spiritual needs from 
our lives, we are actually inviting the devil into our lives.

Finally, the seeds that fell on the good soil did not all 
yield in the same way. The Lord of the harvest is telling 
us that there will always be different types/categories 
of people who belong to the kingdom of God. He is, in 
fact, asking us to be fruitful and receptive to the Word of 
God. To be so, our attitude and openness to the Word is 
important, we have to realize that the Word of God is to 
the human heart what the seed is to the earth. Just as soil 
is barren without seed, so our lives are barren without 
the Word of God. The Word of God is the source of the 
Spiritual life. If there is no Word of God, all our efforts 
will remain fruitless. While we listen to human words 
and take them in, the most important voice we need to 
be attuned to is the Word of God. Happy are those who 
make the voice of God the most important voice in their 
lives. Such disciples will surely harvest the fruits of the 
Kingdom of God.

Spiritually Speaking

How receptive are we to 
the Word of God?

Morrow County Spe-
cial Transportation The 
Loop will hold its quarterly 
advisory committee meet-
ings July 21 at the Bar-
tholomew Building Lower 
Conference room, located 
at 110 N. Court St. in Hep-
pner. In response to the cur-
rent health emergency re-
sulting from the COVID-19 
pandemic, county facilities 
have limited seating ca-
pacity and meetings are 
being held electronically to 
provide participation other 
than in-person. 

The meetings will be 
available for viewing via 
Morrow County Zoom 
meeting. To schedule a 
Zoom meeting invitation, 
please provide your name, 
phone number and email 
address to Morrow County 
Special Transportation The 

A showcase of Morrow 
County 4-H/FFA livestock 
and static projects will 
proceed August 16-22 at 
the Morrow County Fair-
grounds. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, this will not be 
a public event. 

“The 4-H and FFA 
members in our county 
have worked hard with 
their respective projects, 
despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and we are working 
diligently to make sure 
they have the opportuni-
ty to show and sell their 
animals and present their 
talented works for view,” 
said Morrow County 4-H 
educator, Erin Heideman. 
“The Extension Office, FFA 
Advisors, 4-H Leaders, Fair 
Board and Livestock Grow-
ers Association have all 
contributed in the planning 
stages of this effort.”

The schedule, to date, 

Students from Heppner 
and Lexington have been 
named to the Scholastic 
Honor Roll for spring term 
2020 at Oregon State Uni-
versity.

Students from Heppner 
are Carson P. Brosnan, 
Sophomore, Business Ad-
ministration; Jessica M. 
Kempken, Senior, Bio-
Health Sciences; Kevin P. 
Murray, Senior, BioHealth 
Sciences; Morgan L. Orem, 

Sometimes in this life 
people are given the oppor-
tunity to return a kindness 
with a kindness. Robanai 
Disque has spent her adult 
life helping others and is 
now in need of help as she 
battles cancer. 

She started work as a 
nurse’s aide at Heppner’s 
Pioneer Memorial Hospi-
tal in 1976 and she then 
began working as a home 
health nurse in 1983. Roba-
nai worked for Tri County 
Home Health which cov-
ered Wheeler, Gilliam and 
Morrow County. 

Continuing her work 
with home health, later in 
1983 Robanai went to work 
part time at Pioneer Memo-
rial as an RN. The hospital 
still delivered babies at that 
time and the nursing home 
was part of the hospital, so 
one RN covered ER, the 
nursing home, delivery, 

Fundraiser set up 
for Robanai Disque

hospital patients and the 
nursery. 

Hospice services were 
added in 2002 to Pioneer 
Memorial Home Health and 
Robanai was the hospice 
coordinator. She continued 
to be a staff RN for Home 
Health and filled in at the 
hospital. 

From 2009-2014, Ro-
banai was director of Pi-
oneer Home Health and 
Hospice. She stepped down 
due to health reasons and 
worked only part time un-
til 2017 when the cancer 
forced her to retire. Howev-
er, she continued as a hos-
pice volunteer until 2020. 

A Go Fund Me account 
has been set up to assist 
with mounting medical 
bills. In addition, a savings 
account was set up at the 
Bank of Eastern Oregon. 
Donations may be made at 
any branch of the BEO.

Morrow County 
youth exhibition 
planned

is as follows:
July 29: Presentations 

and quick and easy ground 
beef contest.

July 31-August 1: Mor-
row County Horse Show, 
EOTEC, Hermiston.

August 16: Fashion 
Revue, static exhibits deliv-
ered, dairy cows to arrive.

August 17: Dairy Cow 
Show, market goat/sheep 
to arrive.

August 18: Market 
Goat/Sheep Show, small 
animals to arrive.

August 19: Small An-
imal Show, hogs to arrive.

August 20: Hog Show, 
beef to arrive.

August 21: Beef Show.
August 22: Virtual auc-

tion using ShoWorks.
For additional informa-

tion, contact Erin Heideman 
at erin.heideman@oregon-
state.edu or 541-676-9642.

Local students make 
honor roll at OSU

Junior, Agricultural Sci-
ences; Kane P. Sweeney, 
Junior, Political Science.

Lexington students 
include Logan S. Grieb, 
Senior, Marketing; Alex R. 
Lindsay, Junior, History.

A total of 7,004 stu-
dents earned a B-plus (3.5) 
or better to make the listing. 
To be on the honor roll, 
students must carry at least 
12 graded hours of course 
work.

The Loop to hold 
meetings

Loop via phone message 
at 541-676-5667, or email 
to kimes@co.morrow.or.us

The Special Trans-
portation Fund Advisory 
Committee will start at 3 
p.m. On the agenda for the 
meeting will be public com-
ment, approval of minutes, 
Covid-19 update, revenue/
expense reports, ridership 
and other business as need-
ed for the good of the order. 

The Statewide Trans-
portation Improvement 
Fund Advisory Committee 
will immediately follow 
the Special Transportation 
Fund Meeting. On the agen-
da for the meeting will be 
public comment, approval 
of the minutes, Covid-19 
update, revenue/expense re-
ports, fixed route and other 
business as needed for the 
good of the order.

-Continued from PAGE ONE

Street at the food court. 
They also poured the new 
cement pad for the building 
and finished the restroom 
at the food court. The crew 
helped set up the booth for 
the Lions Club fireworks 
stand, picked up up one 
dead deer on Elder St, filled 
potholes on Willow and 
Chase Streets, dug a water 
line for flower posts at the 
new food court pavilion, 
planted flowers in the pot 
in front of Bucknum’s, fer-
tilized the hanging flowers 
baskets four times, installed 
a new toddler play area 
at Hager Park, hired An-
nabelle McDaniel to take 
care of the city parks for 
the summer, and also hired 

LAND PURCHASE

Bryan Collins part time to 
do odd jobs around the city. 

The council also heard 
a report from Cutsforth who 
said he has been monitoring 
Brannon’s Auto Repair 
business in Heppner on a 
monthly basis and said the 
cleanup project ordered 
by the city on the property 
is not getting better. “The 
collection of junk there is 
getting worse. I don’t know 
if that’s what the council 
wanted,” he said indicating 
that he would continue to 
monitor the property and 
report back each month. He 
said he sent Brannon a letter 
reminding him that clean up 
still needed to be done on 
the property. 

Imagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR
Imagine The Difference You Can MakeImagine The Difference You Can Make

1-844-533-9173
DONATE YOUR CAR

Ask About A FREE 3 Day 
Vacation Voucher To Over 

20 Destinations!!!

DONATE YOUR CAR

FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE
FREE TOWING
TAX DEDUCTIBLE

Help Prevent Blindness

Get A Vision Screening Annually

1-855-839-0752
MKT-P0108

© 2020 Inogen, Inc. 

All rights reserved.

Call Inogen Today To 
Request Your FREE Info Kit

One solution for oxygen at home, away, and for travel
Introducing the INOGEN ONE – It’s oxygen therapy on your terms

No more tanks to refi ll. No more deliveries. No more hassles with travel. 

The INOGEN ONE portable oxygen concentrator is designed to provide 

unparalleled freedom for oxygen therapy users. It’s small, lightweight, 

clinically proven for stationary and portable use, during the day and at night, 

and can go virtually anywhere — even on most airlines. 

Inogen accepts Medicare and many private insurances!

Reclaim Your Freedom And 
Independence NOW!

Tax Problems: RESOLVED

✔Tax Levies & Liens Release

✔Wage Garnishment Release

✔Stop Penalties and Interest

✔Tax Debt Negotiation &   
 Settlement

✔Resolve Back Taxes

✔Payroll Tax Negotiation

✔Tax Preparation &   
 Bookkeeping Services

Anthem offers a money-back guarantee designed to help you avoid wasting money on ineffective tax services. 
We will gather as much information from you as necessary and work with tax authorities to give you the best 
chance of reducing your tax debt. If for any reason that does not work out, and the government notifies us they 
refuse to reduce your overall tax liability or monthly payments by any amount, we will gladly refund you the fees 
you paid for our services in trying to reduce that debt. Money Back Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping 
and Tax Preparation Services.

There are many ways we can tackle 
IRS or State tax relief together:

Call us now for your FREE tax consultation & evaluation:

844-945-2056

®

ACCREDITED

BUSINESS
A+
Rating

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME 

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

877-557-1912

Off er valid March 16, 2020 - June 30, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply  

YOUR PERFECT BUNDLE

Geographic and service restrictions apply to AT&T Internet services. Not all speeds available in all areas. Call or go to www.att.com/internet to see if you qualify.

1-YR BUNDLE PRICE: Ends 6/27/20. Pricing: $79.98/mo for first 12 mos. only. After 12 mos. or loss of eligibility, then prevailing rates apply (currently $85/mo. for SELECT TV Pkg.; $39.99/mo. for Internet), unless canceled or changed prior to end of the promo 
period. Must maintain all qualifying services and service addresses must match to receive advertised pricing. Pricing subject to change. $5/mo. autopay/paperless billing discount for TV: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to 
receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting offer requirements. Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. No credits in 2nd year for autopay/paperless bill. $10/mo. bundle 
discount for TV: Internet must be installed w/in 30 days of TV activation to receive credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles. First time credit will include all credits earned since meeting offer requirements. Must maintain both qualifying svcs to continue credits. No credits in 2nd 
year for bundled services. Includes: SELECT All-Included TV Pkg., Internet plans 768k to 100M, monthly service and equipment fees for one Genie HD DVR, and standard pro installation. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes $10/mo. internet equipment fee, 
applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation, equipment upgrades/add-ons (min. $99 one-time & $7/mo. monthly fees for each extra receiver/DIRECTV Ready TV/Device), and certain other add’l fees & charges. See att.com/fees 
for additional details. Different offers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit customers. †Must maintain a bundle of TV and Internet on a combined bill in order to receive unlimited data allowance at no add’l charge. Unlimited data allowance 
may also be purchased separately for an add’l $30/mo. For more info, go to www.att.com/internet-usage. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. 
Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. The Addams Family: ©2019 Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures Inc. and 
BRON Creative MG1, LLC. All Rights Reserved. ©2020 AT&T Intellectual Property. All Rights Reserved. AT&T, Globe logo, DIRECTV, and all other DIRECTV marks contained herein are trademarks of AT&T Intellectual Property and/or AT&T affiliated companies. All other marks 
are the property of their respective owners.

*$19.95 ACTIVATION, EARLY TERMINATION FEE, $20/MO. FOR TV FOR EACH MONTH REMAINING ON TV AGMT., EQUIPMENT NON-RETURN & ADD’L FEES APPLY.
Price incl. SELECT TV Pkg., monthly service & equip. fees for 1 HD DVR & is after $5/mo. autopay & paperless bill and $10/mo. bundle discounts for up to 12 mos each. Pay $54.99/mo. + taxes

and fees for TV until discounts start w/in 3 bills. New approved residential customers only (equipment lease req'd). Credit card req'd. Restr’s apply.

BUNDLE NOW. SAVE ALL YEAR.
Now save $30/mo. for a whole year on a 

bundle with DIRECTV and AT&T Internet.

$
79

98
mo.

For 12 mos. plus taxes &
Internet equipment fee.

w/ 24-mo. TV agmt & combined bill. Autopay & Paperless bill req’d.
TV price higher in 2nd year. $10/mo. internet equip. fee applies.*

Incl Unlimited data allowance ($30 value) at no add’l charge.†
w/24-mo. TV & 12-mo. Internet agmts & combined bill. Savings based on extra $10/mo. off for 12 mos. compared to previous price, 

plus $10/mo. discount on internet and $10/mo. bill credit for 12 mos. on TV when you bundle.

Iv Support Holdings LLC

1-877-441-1933
CALL your AT&T 

Dealer Today!

$19./mo.
99

where available

ADD TO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

Blazing Fast 
Internet!

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card  Promo Code: DISH100

Offer ends 7/15/20.1-866-373-9175

2-YEAR TV PRICE GUARANTEE

190 CHANNELS
Including Local Channels!

America’s Top 120 Package

for 12 Mos.
MO.

All offers require credit qualification, 24-month commitment with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers. Hopper, Hopper w/Sling or 
Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.


