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Above: The class of 2020 gathered on the field for their ceremony on Saturday. Below: Emma
Rietmann celebrates her success. Lower right Junior Roque and lower left Megan Doherty
pose with their diplomas. -Photos by Lamb Family Photography.

Morrow County, Heppner, Oregon

Heppner holds unconventional graduation ceremony for 2020

Parents and family members of Heppner High seniors gathered on the hillside above the track, practicing social distancing. -All photos by Damon Brosnan.

Seniors walk in along the track and take their seats in front
of the stage.

Graduates participated in a parade through town from the high school to the fairgrounds
allowing residents to wave and wish them well.

Commissioner warns against enterprise zone destruction

‘Blowing up the best development tool we have had in Morrow County in my lifetime,’ Russell says
By David Sykes
“We are in jeopardy of
blowing up the best development tool we have had
in Morrow County in my
lifetime,” Morrow County
Commissioner Don Russell
warned last week after the
county and Port of Morrow
were still unable to reach
agreement on forming a
new enterprise zone.
At last Wednesday’s
county commission meeting while discussing one
more proposed enterprise
zone plan, Russell, who
has in the past also served
on the Port of Morrow, said
he fears the county is going
to lose a development tool
that has generated millions
of dollars in tax money, and
thrust the county into the
number four spot in personal income in the state.
And if the enterprise zone
is lost, Russell left no doubt
the blame should be placed
squarely on the backs of
the county commission-

ers. “This is all going to
go away because we as a
county commission want
to control the enterprise
zone,” he told the other
commissioners. We don’t
want partners (the port) we
want to control it (enterprise zone).” He said the
port “has bent over backwards” in the negotiations
all to no avail.
After eight weeks of
back and forth negotiations the final sticking point
in negotiations between
county and port has ended
up being how much influence the city of Boardman
should have on certain land
located near Tower Road
and the Boardman Airport.
The port wants Boardman
to be included in all zone
decisions about that property, and Commissioners
Lindsay and Jim Doherty
do not want them at the
table. Commissioner Don
Russell does. The property
is undeveloped land owned

by the port and the city of
Boardman.
Last week Commission
Chair Melissa Lindsay put
forth one more proposal
that would essentially allow
the county and port to move
forward with a new zone
application and delay any
decision about the disputed
land until after the new zone
is approved. The current
10-year-old zone (CREZII)
expires at the end of June
and the port and county
need to hurry to make deadlines to apply for renewal.
Lindsay says her goal
now with the new proposal
was for the port and county
to partner in an application
to the state prior to the
deadline. She says once the
zone gets approved, then
the county and port can
figure out through intergovernmental agreements
(IGA) who will be at the table making decisions on all
the land areas throughout
the county. Both Lindsay

and the port, in all earlier
negotiations, had wanted to nail down what are
called “zones of influence”
throughout the county and
make those zone maps part
of their zone application to
the state. “Let’s get the application started to take the
heat off, then work through
the mapping,” she urged.

“We can do the IGAs later.
It’s not about control, it’s
about continuing the conversation,” she said.
The county could now
be feeling some “heat” because the city of Boardman
says it has lost patience
with the whole negotiating
process and it is moving
forward with its own en-

terprise zone in partnership
with the port and excluding
the county. The city is holding a public meeting June 9
with all of it taxing districts
to discuss formation of a
new zone.
In a related matter at a
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Offers vary by model. Rebate and financing offers valid on select 2016-2020 new and unregistered Polaris® RZR®,
RANGER®, Sportsman®, GENERAL®, and ACE® models purchased between 6/1/20–6/30/20. **Rates as low as 3.99%
APR for 36 months. Examples of monthly payments required over a 36 month term at a 3.99% APR rate: $29.52 per
$1,000 financed; and with a 60-month term at a 6.99% APR rate: $19.80 per $1,000 financed. An example of a
monthly payment with $0 down, no rebate, an APR of 3.99% APR for 36 months at an MSRP of $12,699 is
$374.87/mo. total cost of borrowing of $796.27 with a total obligation of $13,495.27. Down payment may be required.
Other financing offers may be available. See your local dealer for details. Minimum Amount Financed $1,500;
Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing promotions void
where prohibited. Tax, title, license, and registration are separate and may not be financed. Promotion may be
modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris' sole discretion. WARNING: Polaris® off road vehicles
can be hazardous to operate and are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid
driver's license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders should always wear
helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors (as equipped). Never
engage in stunt driving, and avoid excessive speeds and sharp turns. Riding and alcohol/drugs don't mix. All riders
should take a safety training course. Call 800-342-3764 for additional information. Check local laws before riding on
trails. ©2020 Polaris Inc.

