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Heppner’s signature street shamrock got a fresh coat of paint Monday morning in preparation 
for the 38th Annual “A Wee Bit O’ Ireland Celebration” starting this weekend in Heppner. 
Members of the city crew handling the paint job are left to right Kaleb McDaniel, Public 
Works Director Chad Doherty and Robert Whalen. See inside for a complete schedule and all 
the information you need about the big weekend.

Painting ‘O the Green

Raymond and Norma 
French, long time Heppner 
residents, have been chosen 
as the 2020 Heppner St. Pat-
rick’s Day grand marshals. 
They will preside over the 
St. Patrick’s Great Green 
Parade and festivities.

Raymond, 92, is proud 
to say that three out of four 
grandparents are from Ire-
land. He was raised on the 
French Ranch on Big Butter 
Creek until he was nine. He 
attended the Lena school 
through the third grade. 
He and his brother, Joseph, 
rode five miles on horse-
back to school which took 
an hour or so. He was then 
sent to St. Joseph Academy 
for the fourth grade. He 
finished school in Heppner.

Norma, 93, grew up in 
Promise, one of 10 children 
born to Nettie and Edgar 
Denton, then moved to 
Milton-Freewater to attend 
McLaughlin. When she 
was in the eighth grade her 
family moved to Condon. 
Norma is “not technically 
Irish, but acts like a feisty 
little leprechaun,” laughs 
Raymond’s younger sister, 
Francine Evans of Irrigon. 
“If Raymond did one good 
thing in his life it was to 
marry this woman,” adds 
Francine.

Raymond and Norma 
first met in Condon when 
they were in high school 
and went together a few 
years before he volunteered 
for the service. He enlisted 
in the Navy during the end 
of World War II. He attend-
ed Colorado State and then 
went to Seattle where he 
had been training to become 
a pilot.

“Their courtship was 
a long distance one since 
Raymond lived in Hep-
pner and Norma lived in 
Condon. Raymond did not 
own a car. This was during 
the days of rationing due 
to the war when coupons 
were needed for almost ev-
erything, including gasoline 
and tires. One coupon was 
worth four gallons of gas. 
Raymond’s mother would 
occasionally be able to give 
Raymond a coupon and 
the Catholic priest, Father 
McCormick, would sympa-
thize with him and furnish 
him one or two. Then Ray-
mond would find someone 
with a car and offer the 
coupons for a ride to Con-
don. Another challenge to 
the journey was the tires. In 
those days, tires had tubes 
and everyone remembers 
the tubes had “patches on 
patches” as tires were hard 
to obtain. The road between 
Heppner and Condon was 
still partly gravel. Ray-
mond remembers helping 
to change many flat tires. 
When Norma wanted to 
get to Heppner, she caught 
a ride with Bill Cox on the 
creamery truck as it made 
its regular route from Hep-

Raymond and Norma French 
reign as 2020 St. Patrick’s Day 
Grand Marshals

Raymond and Norma French.

pner to Fossil. No one need-
ed to be in a hurry since the 
speed limit was 35 miles per 
hour. They still laugh about 
the fact it had to have been 
true love between them 
to overcome the distance 
and travel obstacles they 
faced to be able to see one 
another.” 

“Raymond enlisted in 
the Navy following his 
high school graduation in 
Heppner. He was released 
from service at the end of 
World War II and returned 
home to marry his high 
school sweetheart on Oc-
tober 26, 1946 in Condon.” 
(According to an article on 
their 70th anniversary).

They married at 19 and 
20 years old (Norma didn’t 
know she was a little bit 
older than Raymond until 
much later). “Following a 
honeymoon trip to Portland, 
Norma and Raymond lived 
at Vinson for a year and 
then moved to the ranch 
home on Big Butter Creek, 
with the nearest town, Hep-
pner, 25 miles away. At 
the beginning in their new 
home, they had a 1941 Ford 
pickup that his grandfather 
had given him, no electric-

ity and no running water 
in the home. He did all 
the ranch work with work 
horses.”

Norma and Raymond 
have three children, Karen 
Wood, who now lives in 
Tigard, Verina Schiller, 
Austin, Texas, and Susan 
French, who lives on the 
ranch, nine grandchildren 
and 13 great-grandchildren, 
“who live all over the U.S.,” 
says Raymond.

Raymond served as a 
Morrow County Commis-
sioner for eight years, from 
1990-1998, a state repre-
sentative for four years; 
a Heppner School Board 
member; a member of the 
Cattlemen’s Association, 
both county and state, the 
Morrow County Cattleman 
of the year in 1964, and 
the Oregon Cattlemen’s 
Association president from 
1980-81, vice president of 
the National Cattlemen’s 
Association; a rodeo board 
member, the Oregon Trail 
Pro Rodeo grand marshal 
in 2001; a 16-year member 
of the Soil and Water Con-
servation District Board, 
serving as chairman for 
several of those years. He 
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*Offers vary by model. Rebate and financing offers valid on select 2016-2020 new and unregistered Polaris® RZR®,
RANGER®,  Sportsman®,  GENERAL®,  and  ACE®  models  purchased  between  1/1/20-2/29/20.  **Rates  as  low  as
3.99% APR for  36  months.  Examples  of  monthly  payments  required  over  a  36-month  term at  a  3.99% APR rate:
$29.52  per  $1,000  financed;  and  with  a  60-month  term  at  a  6.99%  APR  rate:  $19.80  per  $1,000  financed.  An
example  of  a  monthly  payment  with  $0  down,  no  rebate,  an  APR  of  3.99%  APR  for  36  months  at  an  MSRP  of
$12,699 is  $374.87/mo.  total  cost  of  borrowing  of  $796.27  with  a  total  obligation  of  $13,495.27.  Down payment
may  be  required.  Other  financing  offers  may  be  available.  See  your  local  dealer  for  details.  Minimum  Amount
Financed $1,500; Maximum Amount Financed $50,000. Other qualifications and restrictions may apply. Financing
promotions  void  where  prohibited.  Tax,  title,  license,  and  registration  are  separate  and  may  not  be  financed.
Promotion may be modified or discontinued without notice at any time in Polaris' sole discretion. WARNING: Polaris®

off-road  vehicles  can  be  hazardous  to  operate  and  are  not  intended  for  on-road  use.  Driver  must  be  at  least  16
years old with a valid driver's license to operate. Passengers, if permitted, must be at least 12 years old. All riders
should always wear helmets, eye protection, and protective clothing. Always use seat belts and cab nets or doors
(as  equipped).  Never  engage  in  stunt  driving,  and  avoid  excessive  speeds  and  sharp  turns.  Riding  and
alcohol/drugs  don't  mix.  All  riders  should  take  a  safety  training  course.  Call  800-342-3764  for  additional
information. Check local laws before riding on trails. ©2020 Inc.

Raymond and Norma French 
during various years of their 
lives.
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was honored with a lifetime 
achievement award in 1997.

Besides raising the 
three girls, Norma was 
active in the St. Patrick 
Church Altar Society, coun-
ty and state CowBelles 
(now the CattleWomen) of 
which she was the Oregon 
vice president. She also was 
a member of the Sentimen-
talists, a Heppner singing 
group.

After the couple retired 
from the ranch, they moved 
to Heppner and later to a 
retirement home in Pendle-
ton. When they decided to 
make the move into assisted 
living, they were able to 
move back to Heppner, to 
Willow Creek Valley As-
sisted Living.

Raymond’s Irish ances-
tors, all from Carndonagh, 
County Donegal, Ireland, or 
nearby include:

-great grandfather, 
William Callahan Doherty 


