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Mustangs defeat top two teams
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The Heppner Mustang
boys’ basketball team won
two very important games
this past week. They de-
feated the top two teams in
the conference standings
at this point of the season.
Heppner beat the Pilot Rock
Rockets by the score of 58-
44 and then traveled to John
Day and defeated the Grant
Union Prospectors 74-68 in
two overtimes.

The Mustangs started
the game slowly against the
Rockets as they trailed at the
end of the first quarter 16-6.
The Rockets then stretched
the lead to 13 points, 21-8,
early in the second quarter
before the Mustangs started
their comeback. Heppner
finally caught and tied the
Rockets at 24-24. Heppner
trailed the Rockets by the
slimmest of margins at
halftime 27-26.

A close third quarter
saw the Mustangs finally

Cason receives recognition

Pictured (L-R): Kirsti Cason, Suzy Cason and Jim Cason -Photo by Damon Brosnan.

Suzy Cason, a senior
wrestler on the Mustangs
team, received her senior
recognition at the BEO
Invitational tournament
held Saturday, February
1 in Heppner. Cason has
been a member of the team

for all four years of high
school and is only the sec-
ond female to wrestle for
Heppner. Her parents, Jim
and Kirsti Cason have been
extremely supportive.
Saturday’s tournament

was the last home tourna-
ment for Cason and she
went out in style with a sec-
ond-place finish. She will
be traveling to the Girls’
Regional State qualifier in
Hillsboro on Saturday.
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We're Recruiting
Ambulance Drivers

« On-Call Pay
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Morrow County Health District is
hiring on-call ambulance drivers in
Boardman and Heppner.

« Weekday and Weekend
Day & Night Shifts

« Education and Training Provided
» Assistance earning your EMT License

Must have a valid Oregon Driver’s
License, clean driving record, undergo a
background check, and drug screen.

We're also accepting applications for EMTs!

Learn more about being a part of a team
committed to a Healthier Morrow County!

Visit HealthyMC.org

<\ /> MORROW COUNTY
HEALTH DISTRICT

Excellence in Healthcare
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Are you
driven
to help
others?

@
Rusty Estes,

Emergency Medical
Services Director

541-676-2922
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“I found my
passion for
helping people
here as a full-
time EMT and
I'm just getting
started.”

- Stephanie Rill

take the lead in the game at
36-34. Heppner continued
to put pressure on the Rock-
ets and led at the end of the
third quarter 39-34.

The Mustangs then hit
a quick three-pointer to
stretch the lead as the fourth

quarter started. Heppner =

then went on a 10-4 run to
take command of the game
at 52-38. Another quick
6-0 run gave the Mustangs
complete control of the
game and they won by the
score of 58-44.

Casey Fletcher led the
Mustangs in scoring with
16. He also had an assist
and a steal in the game. Joe
Sherman followed with 12
points, four rebounds, two
assists and two steals for the
Mustangs. Brock Hisler had
eight points, five rebounds,
one assist, two steals and
blocked two shots. Jackson
Lehman was next with sev-
en points, six rebounds and
four assists. Kason Cimmi-
yotti chipped in six points,
three rebounds and a steal
while Mason Lehman had
four points, five rebounds,
four assists and two steals.
Gavin Hanna Robinson had
two points, one rebound
and two assists in the game
while Jayden Wilson scored
two points and had five re-
bounds. Kellen Grant had
one point and one rebound
in the contest and Kannon
Wilkins and Roy Collins
each had a rebound in the
game.

After the long bus ride
to John Day, then sitting
through two girls’ overtime
games, the Mustang boys’
team ended up playing a
two-overtime game them-
selves with the Grant Union
Prospectors.

Grant Union scored the
first basket of the game but
that would be the last time
they led until overtime. The
Mustangs led the game at
the end of the first quarter
13-9.

The second quarter be-
longed to the Mustangs as
they turned up the defensive
pressure and then they out-
scored the Prospectors 18-5
to lead at halftime 31-4.

Grant Union scored the
first three baskets of the
third quarter and then con-
tinued to chip away at the
Mustang lead. They got as
close as five points midway
through the quarter. The
Mustangs still led 39-30 as
the fourth quarter started.

The teams fought back
and forth in the final quarter
and the Prospectors cut the
Mustang lead at one time to

Zabrena Masterson shoots.
-Photo by Susan Hisler.

Jackson Lehman keeps the
ball from the opponent. -Photo
by Susan Hisler.

Kason Cimmiyotti goes for the basket. -Photo by Susan Hisler.

only two points. Heppner
then scored another basket
to lead by four points, 50-
46, as time was winding
down. A three-pointer by
Grant Union cut the Hep-
pner lead to only one. The
Prospectors then made a
foul shot to send the game
to overtime with the score
tied at 50-50.

The first overtime pe-
riod saw Grant Union take
their first lead in the game
since they led 2-0. The
Mustangs struggled to con-
trol the Prospectors as they
stretched their lead to 60-54
midway through the over-
time. Heppner battled back
and hit two three-pointers
late in the period to tie the
game at 63-63 and send the
game to a second overtime.

In the second overtime
period, the Mustangs went
down early but then tied
the score at 65-65. Heppner
then took their final lead of
the game at 69-68 and never
looked back. The Mustangs
outscored the Prospectors
11-5 in the second overtime
and scored the final five
points of the game to win
by the score of 74-68.

Leading the way for
the Mustangs was Jackson
Lehman with 26 points,
six rebounds, three assists
and six steals in the game.
Wilson was next with 21
points, nine rebounds, one
assist and one steal. Ma-
son Lehman finished with
nine points, five rebounds,
three assists and he blocked
a shot. Grant had seven
points, eight rebounds and
one assist for the team.

Susan Hisler.
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Marlee Mitchell prepares to shoot for the basket. -Photo by

Hanna Robinson had five
points, eight big rebounds
and three steals to help in
the victory. Hisler scored
four points, had five re-
bounds, two assists and
three steals in the game.
Sherman finished with two
points, two rebounds, one
assist and had two steals
on the night. Cimmiyotti
pitched in two rebounds,
two assists and two steals
for the Mustangs.

The Mustang JV boys’
team split their games last
weekend. They beat the
Pilot Rock Rockets by the
score of 39-34 and lost to
the Grant Union Prospec-
tors by the score of 56-52.

Against the Rockets,
Trevor Nichols led the team
in scoring with nine points
and Ty Boor was next with
eight. With five points each
were Derrick Smith, Cody
Fletcher and Tucker Ash-
beck. David Cribbs finished
with three points and with
two points each were Blake
Carter and Mikel Jaca.

In the game with the
Prospectors, Ashbeck led
the team in scoring with
13 points. Roy Collins was
next with 12 and Cribbs fin-
ished with 10. Boor chipped
in nine points and Fletcher
had four. Smith was next
with three points and Nich-
ols had one.

This weekend the Mus-
tangs travel to Enterprise
to take on the Outlaws on
Friday night. The team
will spend the night there
and then play the Union
Bobcats on their way home
Saturday afternoon.

No chamber
meeting this month

There will be no chamber lunch meeting held Thurs-
day, February 6 due to the Annual Town and Country
Community Awards in the evening.

The next scheduled meeting will be Thursday, March
5 and will be all entities reports. Additional information
will be available at a later date.



