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Guest Editorial

By Senator Bill Hansell 
Much has been written, 

discussed, opined, and de-
bated about the denying of 
a quorum for 9 days, when 
the 11 Oregon Senate Re-
publicans made the decision 
to leave. Since I was one 
of what became known as 
the “Oregon 11”, and as I 
have tried to do with every 
decision I have ever made 
as an elected official, I want 
to explain why I did what I 
did. It is also important to explain the events leading up 
to that decision.

With all I have read or listened to, especially social 
media, I have come to the conclusion I am either a hero 
or a zero. There isn’t much in between. My purpose here 
is not to debate the merits and flaws of HB2020, the Cap 
and Trade bill, that precipitated the decision to leave. I per-
sonally believe there were huge problems with HB2020 
as it was written. But that is not the reason I walked.

My primary reason for leaving was the refusal of the 
majority party to refer this bill to the people for a vote. 
Oregonians deserved to be able to vote on this bill. I be-
lieved the costs, the impacts, and the insignificant results 
of actual carbon reduction, needed to be decided by the 
citizens, not the supermajority of one party.

There were two ways Cap and Trade could have gone 
to the voters. First, the legislature could have amended 
the bill to refer it. I believe such a referral was included 
in several of the 117 proposed amendments offered to the 
bill but all were turned down by the Joint Committee on 
Carbon Reduction. The second way was for the legislature 
to remove the infamous “Emergency Clause.” Without 
getting too far into the weeds, when an emergency clause 
is attached to a bill it becomes law upon signature of the 
Governor. It makes it much more difficult for citizens to 
refer it to the ballot. Technically it is not impossible for 
the referral but much harder and more difficult. In my 
opinion, that is why the emergency clause was attached 
to HB2020. I was hard pressed to see any reason to justify 
an emergency. There was none.

Without an emergency clause, any bill becomes law 
six months after the governor signs it. In those six months, 
signatures can be gathered and a vote taken prior to the 
bill becoming law. The referendum process is a check and 
balance Oregonians have on their Legislature. Oregonians 
have used it to repeal or adopt legislation over the years. 

On Tuesday, June 18th, a good friend and member of 
the Senate Democratic leadership came to my office and 
asked me what it would take to keep me from “walking.” 
I replied, remove the emergency clause from HB 2020. 
Let the people have the opportunity to vote on something 
this monumental. It needs to be on the ballot. That senator 
indicated that made sense and they would try and see what 
could be done. I believe my friend tried, but to no avail.

The Republican Caucus was also informed that three 
of our colleagues across the aisle were no votes, but we 
were unable to satisfactorily confirm their position. Later, 
when Senate President Courtney publicly announced he 
did not have the votes, it set the stage for our return.

Next on Wednesday, June 19th, two events happened 
which might have averted the walkout. The first would 
have been delaying the second reading of HB2020. The 
Oregon Constitution requires every bill be read three times 
before voting on it. The bill is first read by title only and 
then sent to a committee. If the bill survives the committee 
process, it comes back to the floor for the second reading 
again by title only, and the next day it is read for a third 
time and a vote taken.

Republican leadership urged the Senate President to 
not second read HB2020 in order for negotiations to con-
tinue. However, HB2020 was second read on Wednesday, 
with the emergency clause intact, and it would be third 
read the next day, June 20th. That meant the walkout was 
on for Thursday unless negotiations could hammer out 
something of a compromise.

Three individuals began meeting on Wednesday 
morning at 10:00am and for the next seven plus hours 
came up with some kind of a proposal. Those individ-
uals were Senator Cliff Bentz, vice chair of the Carbon 
Committee, Nik Blosser Chief of Staff for Governor 
Brown, and Representative Karin Power the Co-Chair of 
the Carbon Reduction Committee. Two Democrats and 
one Republican worked into the early evening. Fifteen 
minutes after the proposal was presented to Governor 
Brown, House Speaker Tina Kotek and Senate Presi-
dent Peter Courtney, a call was made to Senator Bentz 
informing him that the proposal had been rejected. Had 
either of these two events produced a different result, we 
would have stayed. 

On Wednesday evening the emergency clause re-
mained in HB2020. It would be third read on Thursday, 
and the citizens, for all practicable purposes, would be 
denied the opportunity to consider and debate the merits 
of the bill in the referendum process. I felt this was wrong 
and I joined my fellow Republican Senators in leaving 
and denying a quorum on Thursday.

So there you have it, why I decided to leave. If you 
believe impediments should not have been removed 
enabling the good people of Oregon the opportunity to 
vote on this proposed legislation, then we disagree and 
I’ll continue to be a zero. But at least you know why I did 
what I did. This is what I owe all my constituents whether 
I’m a hero or a zero or something in between, and with 
apologies to Mr. Shakespeare regarding how I answered 
the question to leave or not to leave.

State Senator Bill Hansell represents District 29. He 
grew up on a wheat and cattle ranch and he and his wife 
Margaret live in his hometown of Athena. His Senate 
District is the size of the State of Maryland, and is the 
leading Ag producing senate district in the State.

To leave or not to leave
That was the question

Senator Bill Hansell

Electric co-op accepting nominations
Columbia Basin Elec-

tric Cooperative has opened 
nominations for three direc-
tor’s positions, each for a 
three-year term.

The Zone Two director 
will be for the territory 
served or to be served by 
the Cooperative within the 
incorporated city limits of 
Heppner, Oregon. 

Zone Five is the terri-
tory served or to be served 
by the Cooperative lying 
South of the Township line 
dividing Township 2 South 
and 3 South and East of the 
Morrow-Gilliam County 
line and in Wheeler County 
that area East of the range 
line between Range 24 East 
and 25 East.

The Cardinal volleyball 
team hosted a Gold Medal 
Squared camp in Ione last 
week. The camp, led by 
Coach Ray Lewis, head 
coach of the defending 
NAIA National Champi-
on’s Benedictine Univer-
sity Mesa men’s volleyball 
program, brought together 
girls from Ione and Arling-
ton, who are Joining and 
playing together for the first 
time this season, as well as 
some of their friends from 
Heppner for an intensive 
and educational camp ex-
perience. 

Coach Lewis stressed 
the importance of the fun-
damentals and hustle, as 
well as instructing the play-
ers in offensive and defen-
sive systems. 

Cardinal coach Wa-
genblast was greatly en-

Back Row: Marley Weiser, Calli Troutman, Sunem Calvillo, 
Grace Ogden, GMS Coach Ray Lewis, Emma Rietmann, Eva 
Martin, Larysa Burright and Leilani Weiser. Middle Row: 
Claudi Oana, Analisa Valdez, Katie Spivey, Isabella Mastriona, 
Morgan Cutsforth, Brook Wilson and Madison Orem. Front 
Center: Lexi Cutsforth.

Cardinal volleyball 
preps for season

couraged by the growth the 
players exhibited through-
out the week and credits the 
expert instruction of Coach 
Lewis, as well as the dedi-
cation of the girls, in this 
growth. “The girls learned 
so much from Coach Lewis, 
and it was really inspiring 
to see them pull together 
and become a team in the 
course of the week. We are 
so excited to be joining the 
Ione and Arlington teams 
together. If we continue 
to play with the heart we 
exhibited this last week in 
camp, we will have a very 
successful season.” 

Cardinal volleyball 
will have its first official 
practice August 19. The 
season’s schedule will be 
available in the G-T at a 
later date.

“It’s not what we do, it’s 

     who we choose to be.”

Read About How We are Working Together to be a   

  Healthier Community Today and

HealthyMC.org

Where healthier is happening...
Boardman | Heppner |  Ione | Irrigon | Lexington 541-676-9133

Strive to be your First Choice for 

quality, compassionate, local care 

and lead the way in promoting 

wellness and improving health in 

Morrow County.

Maximize the value of our 

relationships with community 

and regional partners through 

initiatives that promote health and 

bring valuable health services to 

Morrow County residents.

Advance the quality of care 

provided in each patient 

care area while enhancing 

your patient and customer 

service experience.

Ensure that our facilities, technol-

ogy and infrastructure, as well as 

our workforce of employees and 

volunteers will continue to meet 

the needs of our communities to-

day, and for generations to come.

Zone Six is the territory 
served or to be served by 
the Cooperative within the 
incorporated city limits of 
Condon, Oregon.

Members of the nom-
inating committee are Jeff 
Bailey, Heppner, for Zone 
Two; Roscoe Qualls, Hep-
pner, for Zone Five and 
K’Lynn Lane, Condon, for 

Zone Six. Bailey can be 
reached at 541-676-5969, 
Qualls at 541-676-9705 and 
Lane at 208-908-9386.

The nominating com-
mittee will accept nomina-
tions up to and including 
the last day of August 2019. 
Nominees must be mem-
bers of Columbia Basin 
Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
and they must reside in and 
receive electrical service in 
the zone in which they will 
be running.

Louis and Betty Carl-
son, long time residents of 
Ione and Heppner, are retir-
ing to Fox Hollow Senior 
Living in Bend, OR. They 
were born and raised in 
Morrow County and were 
active in the Ione School, 
local government and all 
aspects of agricultural life 

Carlsons move to 
Bend

and organizations.
Louis and Betty value 

all their friends in Morrow 
County and invite them to 
write, call or stop by. Their 
new address is 2599 NE 
Studio Rd. #2105, Bend, 
OR 97701. Their home 
phone is still 541-676-5302 
and cell is 541-771-9721.

ALL NEWS AND ADVERTISEMENT DEADLINE:

MONDAYS AT 5:00 P.M.

August 14-18, Morrow 
County Fair and OTPR 
Rodeo at Morrow County 
Fairgrounds. This year’s 
theme is “Treasure Chest 
of Morrow County’s Best.” 
Entry into the fair is free 
this year but don’t forget 
to purchase tickets for the 
rodeo.

Wednesday, August 14 
at 7 p.m. Dinner & Dancing 
organized by the Morrow 
County Fair Board at Mor-
row County Fairgrounds. 
The evening will include 
live music by Trevor Tagle 
and catering by Paradise 
Rose Chuckwagon. Meal 
price is $15 for adults and 
$8 for a child. Meal will 
consist of tri-tip, chicken, 
corn, green salad, baked 
beans, Dutch-oven potatoes 
and dessert.

Thursday, August 15 
from 6-10:30 p.m., Mur-
ray’s Annual Beer and Wine 
Tasting “Fiesta” event at 
Morrow County Fair-
grounds.  Come out and 
enjoy this fun evening and 
enjoy some great wine and 
beer choices. The event will 
include entertainment by 
Brady Goss. The dinner will 
be prepared by Alvin Liu 
and MaryAnn Elguezabal 
and served by the Heppner 
Chamber board/volunteers. 
The meal will consist of 
beef enchilada with beans 
and rice, fresh garden salad, 
dessert, lemonade or water 
to drink. $12 for adults and 
$6 for children 10 and un-
der.  Bottled water will be 
available for $1.

Chamber 
Chatter
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