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BOARDMAN FIRE SEEKS CREZ FUNDS
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money the department has
lost with the CREZ exemp-
tions, including Measure
5 and compression, which
caps property tax rates

Rogelstad also pointed
out that property valua-
tions on new business and
industrial construction are
coming in at sometimes 30
percent of the construction
costs, which puts the tax
revenues at a low level

“Sixty percent we can
live with, but not 30,” he
said

With an annual budget
of $1.1 million, Rogelstad
said the rural fire district is
receiving $800,000 per year
in tax revenue and this is
just not enough.

He pointed to Hermis-
ton., which has a tax rate of
$1.20 per thousand and is
also having troubles

He said an earlier effort
to get Boardman voters to
approve a special bond is-
sue to help the fire depart-
ment failed,
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“Nobody wants to pay
more taxes, including me.”
he said. “But we can’t run
on 1990 dollars and provide
this | am
paving 100 percent of my
employees and | need to
find other revenue. | should
have six employees in order
to do 1t right.”
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1o receive
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MCDOWELL RETIRES
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ples’ lights back on when
there was a problem,” says
McDowell, 59, who re-

cently retired after working
for Columbia Basin since
graduating from Davenport
High School in Washington
in 1972
the toughest times when an
storm knocked down
2.000

He recalls one of

ce
680 poles and left

people without power. Of

course, then there was the
time he had his picture in
the paper around the time
of the Condon kite festi-
val, holding the remains
of a kite he had dug out
of a transformer at Fossil,

and reminding people of

the dangers of kite-flving
around power lines

“Linemen have rescued
three kites this week from
power lines in Condon
and a ball of string from
bushings and jumper on a
transformer in Fossil,” the
article said. “The lineman
conducted an Ohms resis-
tance test on the string and
found that it would conduct
electricity,” the article said,
warning of the dangers

It isn’t necessary to
warn McDowell of the dan-
gers of the job he has held
for the past 40 years.

*You have to be con-
stantly aware of safety out
there,” he explains.

Sometimes chided for

being a bit slow on certain
job, he says he always em-
phasized safety,

“] always wanted ev-
¢rvone to come home at
night,” he says about work-
ing around power lines that
can have up to 115,0000
volts of electricity running
through them.

“A lot of times people
drive by and see one guy
around when we
But that guy
he 1s

standing
are working
1s the safety observer,
watching everything while
people are working, mak-
ing sure everything looks
okay.”

Not only is the electric-
ity a concern, but the crew
i1s also working with booms,
trucks, tools and, yes, dyna-
mite. When asked if there is
a lot of rocky ground in the
Columbia Basin Electric
area he says, “No, not a lot
of rock: one big rock.”

So, it was sometimes

wecessary to use blasting
material to get a hole down
the required six feet for a
power pole, and each blast
could react differently de-
pending on the condition
of the rock and soil. He was
asked to blast some rock
for a non-CBEC project up
by the high school several

years ago and, while the
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The Heppner Gazette-Times will

be publishing its
rodeo edition

To submit articles or
to place an ad in the
special edition call, stop
by or email megan at

The Heppner

Gazette-Times

188 W Willow
Heppner, OR

541-676-9228 or
megan@rapidserve.net

Deadline to be included in the Special Fair Edition- July 31
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U vears

Columbia Basin in 19
straight out of high school,
and lived in Condon work
ing as a “groundsman” for
five vears
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trucks, takes equipment to
the guys and other jobs
McDowell explains

In 1979, he and his
wife Merilee moved

Heppner, where he bega
his apprenticeship. Meri
lee told him that when he
received his journevman s
lineman’s card they could
start a family. He received
his card in 1982 and their
daughter Danielle was born
that same vear

He started out for fore
man Billy Gentry and then
later moved up to be a fore
man himself,
between three to

overseeing a
crew ol
five men

I'here were lots of days
and nights, of bad weather
and hard work, but Mc
Dowell says it was always
good to keep a sense of hu-
mor with the younger guys
while out on the job

*You have
keep it light and have a
good time to do this job,” he
says while relating the story
of the barbecue sauce.

to able to

It seems the crew was
eating in the pickup on a
particularly hot day down
by Jordon Grade near lone
He had put some sauce on

Boardman Rural Fire Protection District Chief Mare Rogelstad
says the increased activity at the Port of Morrow is putting
strain on his department.
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talk to him before he has his
coflee.” one of his crewmen

told the Gazette-Times
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to go onto properties and
fix the power lines, Mc
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with new turbines, but are
at a higher
rate, and still get the older
straight-line depreciation
for tax purposes.

Both Neal and Ro-
gelstad agree, however, that
enterprise zones and their
property tax exemptions are

not revalued

here to stay

“Enterprise zones are
something we are going
to have to live with,” Ro-
velstad says

I'he
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also brief-
meeting
planned on July 25 at 7
p.m. at the Port of Morrow
Wells Springs room.

['he recreation district
has invited all the taxing
districts in the Columbia
River Enterprise Zone 11
to "...begin a conversation
regarding Enterprise Zone
according to

board

negotiations,”
a meeting notice from the
recreation district.

good relationship with the
landowners

“Most of the time they
are okay about us going on
their property. Usually if
you stop and talk to them
and let them know what we
are doing, we get along with
them,” he recalls.

Some of the biggest
changes McDowell has
seen during his career are
better wire material, larger
poles and the shorter span
between poles. He says
all have cut down on the
needed repair work.

Ice on the power lines
causing damage has also
been a problem for the re-
pair crews, and more buried
lines have alleviated some
of these problems, he says.

And now that those
days of rolling out of bed
at 2 a.m. to drive icy foggy
roads when the power goes
out are over, Bill and Meri-
lee are having more time
to travel, and especially
spend time with their new
Henry, seven
months old, who lives in
Fugene with his mom and
dad, Danielle and Brian
Burnside. The couple also
enjoys going to Mariners
baseball games and visiting
relatives.

grandson,

High School sports
physicals planned

Heppner High School
has scheduled sports I"ll_\ Si-
luesday. Aug. 6,
\ug. ¥, at
Pioneer Memorial Clinic

Boys’ physicals will be

cals for
and Thursday,

MURRAYS 17th ANNUAL
BEER & WINE TASTING

THURSDAY, AUGUST 154
6:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.

MORROW COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
) CIVIL WAR THEME
WEAR YOUR DUCKS OR BEAVERS GFAR!

GREAT ENTERTAINMENT LINE UP

JoE LiNpsay -

Tiier’s Forry

- Brapy Goss

BB() DINNER AVAILABLE!

on Aug. 6 from 1:30-5 p.m.
on a walk-in basis. Girls’
physicals will be on Aug.
8 from 1:30-5 p.m. on a
walk-in basis.

Sports physicals are
required for any student
who has not had a physical
in the past year, including
first year junior high par-
ticipants and sixth graders
playing at the junior high
level, and transfer students
who do not have a copy of
a physical completed in the
past year.

The form for the physi-
cals can be found at http:/
osaa.org/forms/PhysicalEx-
amination-2010.pdf. Stu-
dents must bring this form
with them to the physical.

Players under the age
of 18 must have their forms
signed by a parent.
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