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LOST STUDENTS
-Continued from Page ONE 

grade, 27 in fifth grade and 
25 in sixth grade. Heppner 
Junior/Senior High School 
currently has 28 students in 
seventh grade, 29 in eighth, 
27 in ninth, 43 in 10th, 52 in 
11th and 33 in 12,h.

A.C. Houghton El­
ementary, Irrigon, kinder­
garten through grade three, 
had 257; Irrigon Elemen­
tary, grades four-six-222; 
Irrigon High School, grades 
seven through 12-326; Riv­
erside High School, Board- 
man, grades seven-12-408; 
Sam Boardman Elementary, 
Boardm an, kindergarten 
through grade three-303; 
Windy River Elementary, 
Boardm an, grades four- 
six-221; Morrow Education 
C en ter-M orrow  County 
School District students- 
4 6 ; MEC-Umatilla School 
District school district stu­

dents-18; total-2195.
Also at the meet­

ing, the board voted to 
abolish the district’s local 
school com m ittees. The 
board concluded that the 
school committee system is 
not working. Generally no 
one runs for the positions 
and consequently the elec­
tions are an unnecessary 
expense for the district. 
Administration also says 
that the site councils at 
each school provide much 
o f  the same review and 
advice as any local school 
committee.

In other business, 
the board:

-approved the first 
reading o f a policy revi­
sion, adding the statement 
that retaliation is prohibited 
against anyone who files 
a claim o f discrimination, 
participates in a proceeding

or otherw ise opposes dis­
crimination under federal 
or state laws.

-approved the first 
reading of a policy revision, 
adding the statement that 
veteran’s status and genetic 
information will be pro­
tected in the district’s equal 
opportunity statement.

-accepted the first 
reading of policy revisions 
concerning the hiring o f 
ed u c a tio n a l a s s is ta n ts , 
which added the statement 
that educational assistants 
must have a high school 
diploma or the equivalent, 
be at least 18 years or older, 
have standards o f  more 
character as required  o f 
teachers, ed assistants pro­
viding translation services 
must have knowledge o f 
and the ability to provide 
accurate translations from a 
language other than English

into English and vice versa; 
added a “para-profession­
al certificate program” to 
the accepted “formal state 
or local academic assess­
m ent” ; added “specialist 
or supervisor” in addition 
to the classroom  teacher 
that the ed assistant is to 
assist; added the following 
tasks that the assistant may 
be required to do: clerical 
support, student control, 
personal care, translation or 
parent/family involvement 
activities and media center 
or com puter laboratory 
support.

-approved the first 
reading o f policy on per­
sonal communication de­
vices and social media for 
staff as follows: staff pos­
session or use o f personal 
communications on district 
property, in district facili­
ties and while the staff is on

duty at district-sponsored 
activities will be permitted 
with certain lim itations. 
S ta ff will be subject to 
disciplinary action, includ­
ing dism issal, to use the 
PCD for illegal purposes, 
including obscene or por­
nographic material and will 
be reported to law enforce­
ment and other appropriate 
agencies. Burrows said that 
use o f the devices by staff 
on the school grounds will 
be permitted, but only dur­
ing staff off-time, such as 
lunch periods, breaks and 
after school.

-approved a revi­
sion o f the district’s policy 
on personal communication 
devices and social media 
to include “other digital 
audio devices (iPO D s)” 
and banning students from 
accessing “social media 
sites using district equip-
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ment on district property 
or at d istric t-sponsored  
activities unless the posting 
is approved by a district 
representative. The district 
will not be liable for infor- 
mation/comments posted 
by students on social media 
Web sites,” “such as, but 
not limited to Facebook, 
MySpace and Twitter.”

-approved the fol­
lowing employment action: 
resignations/retirem ents- 
Colleen Cunningham, ACH 
English language learner 
teacher, who requested to 
finish the year in a half-time 
position under a job-share 
scenario; Martie McQuain, 
IJSHS head girls’ basketball 
coach; employment-Melis- 
sa Dunn, SBE temporary 
assistant cook, replacing 
Bonnie Matlack; Minerva 
D eL oera, RHS ELL ed 
assistant (rehired); Bart 
Prouty, ACH three-fourths 
time assistant custodian; 
prom otion-Storm y Bote- 
fuhr, from IJH assistant 
volleyball coach to head 
volleyball coach; extra duty 
contracts-Stormy Botefuhr, 
Joy Hearn, IJH assistant 
volleyball coach, IJSHS 
assistant g irls’ basketball 
coach (did not resign this 
position when she resigned 
regular employment as an 
ed assis tan t); R ick G e­
rard, IJH assistant football 
coach.

-approved the ap­
pointment o f Nicole Ma­
honey as a budget com ­
m itte e  m em ber at the 
recommendation o f board 
member Thad Killingbeck. 
Mahoney agreed to serve 
another term.

-approved a request 
from Ricky Fay, Irrigon Ju­
nior/Senior High School 
teacher, for an educational 
student trip  to the East 
Coast.

-heard from Bur­
rows about a possible dras­
tic and immediate raising 
of state standards required 
o f  students which could 
aversely  affect M orrow 
County Schools. “I’m not 
against higher standards,” 
said Burrows. He added, 
how ever, th a t teach ers  
should have received ad­
vance notice o f the changes 
in time to prepare and teach 
toward those standards.

-learned from Bur­
rows that the state school 
funding estimate is holding 
at 5.736 billion, a nine per­
cent decrease from spring 
estimates.

-heard the follow­
ing announcements: Thurs­
day, October 28-end o f the 
first nine-weeks; Monday, 
N ovem ber 8-next board 
meeting, 7 p.m.. Morrow 
Education Center, Irrig ­
on; Thursday, November 
ll-Veteran’s Day holiday; 
Thursday-Friday, Novem­
ber 11-14, Oregon School 
Board Association fall con­
vention, Portland.
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