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Healy’s receive Yard of the Month award for June

By Kay Proctor

T'he Heppner Gar-
den Club has chosen Car-
men and Jerry Healy's
home as the first Yard of
the Month for the 2010
s¢ason.

Built in 1948 by
Jim Farley, the Healy’s have
been home at 645 Hagar
Street since 1978. They
have made the house their
own by remodeling and
adding on, the latest addi-
tion being a new and open
kitchen.

In their back vard,
the couple added a covered
patio, deck and terraces.
From their front steps to
the backvard ending below
a basalt rock bluff, there are
four levels of terracing.

Lawn mowing is
done by Jerry while Carmen
is the official gardener and
weed puller. She has liter-

ally filled every corner of

their property with plants.
A native of Dominican
Republic, the men in her
family traditionally did all
the outdoor work including
“growing everything we
ate.” The women tended to
all indoor work. Neverthe-
less, Carmen gardens with
a passion that came from
“needing a hobby.”

Jerry,
Columbia Basin Electric
Co-op and Heppner native,
has brought wagon wheels
and an antique wheelbar-
row from his family's ranch
to decorate the vard. His
favorite planting is the
mature, sprawling apricot
tree that gives shade in the
back.

A white picket
fence was added to their
front yard that is also lined
with perennials and annuals.
The covered front porch the
Healy’s added faces a quiet
residential street and Hagar
Park which is a change from
first moving in. Then, their
street was the main route
following Willow Creek
to the mountains and busy
with traffic. Later, they and
their children, Joseph, Jo-

manager of

Pictured are Jerry and Carmen Healy in their award-winning

vard. -Photo by Kay Proctor

nas and Janelle, had a front
row seat to the construction
of Willow Creek Dam.

Carmen’s favorite
part of the yard is a raised
front bed built with land-
scape blocks and her fa-
vorite plants are her bright
vellow daylilies.

Some of the plants
found in their yard are car-
nations, gazanias, mari-
golds, clematis vine, lilac,
Alberta Spruce, arborvitae,
forsythia, pink gladioli,
dianthus, daisies, Russian
Sage, spirea, azalea, mums,
barberry shrubs, apple tree,
peach tree, coral bells,
campanula, Snow on the
Mountain, peony, Blue Star

juniper, sweet woodruff and

iris. Jacob’s Ladder and an

undetermined variety of

tree volunteer throughout.

Vegetables include
carrots, radishes, cucum-
bers, tomatoes and a large
quantity of robust looking
broccoli. Carmen raises
herbs to use in cooking, a
talent she has in addition to

her green thumb.

Their soil 1s good
with lots of earthworms
and they haven't needed to
fertilize much. Red rock
and river rock have been
hauled in to use for different
projects. A current project is
putting up a cyclone fence
in a side vard.

The Healy's have
been visited by wildlife
such as deer and lots of
birds including cranes. On
the tamer side is their ador-
able Boston Terrier, Don-
nie.

When asked what
advice they have for fellow
gardeners, both Jerry and
Carmen mentioned ‘a lot
of work’. But, their laugh-
ter gave them away: they
enjoy what they are doing
and their home and garden
show it.

Yard of the Month
recognition is co-sponsored
by the City of Heppner,
MCGG-Green Feed, Wind-
wave/Heppner TV and the
Heppner Garden Club.

Navy Airman finds new
homeport in San Diego

Navy Airman
Brandon R. Wheeler, whose
wife, Sandra, is the daugh-
ter of Maria Del Carmen
Medina of Boardman, along
with 3, 500 crew members,
assigned to the Nimitz-
class aircraft carrier USS
Carl Vinson (CVN 70) re-
cently arrived at the ship’s
new homeport at Naval Air

Station North Island, San:

Diego on April 12.

Over the last five
years Vinson has been un-
dergoing a massive over-
haul in Newport News, VA.
The ship upgraded its infra-
structure to last another 25
years while modernizing
its combat systems and air
wing capabilities. Vinson
docked after completing a
coast-to-coast transit. Dur-

ing the transit, Vinson and
its accompanying strike
group took part in Opera-
tion Southern Seas 2010, a
multinational training op-
eration allowing U.S. and
international forces to par-
ticipate in training exercises
together. Brazil, Uruguay,
Argentina, Chile, Peru, Ec-
uador and the United States
took part in the exercise.

Morrow County Dryland Crop Tour set for June 18

This year’s Dry-
land Crop Tour will focus
on variety selection and
weed control options for
fallow-based systems.

The tour will begin
at 2 p.m. on Friday after-
noon, June 18. A social (5
p.m.) and steak dinner (6

p.m.), offered at the con-
clusion of the tour, will
take place at the Mader-
Rust Farm on Butter Creek.
Participants are asked to
contribute to the dinner
by bringing a salad (A-H);
side-dish (1-Q), or dessert
(R-Z).

A group will depart
from the school district
building in Lexington at
1:45 p.m. for the first tour
stop.

For more infor-
mation call the Morrow
County Extension Office
(541-676-9642).

Let the races begin!

Contestants get ready for the small dog race held in Heppner last Friday during Celebrate

Heppner. -Photo by David Svkes




