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Just the right blend of history and story telling

Book Review
By David Sykes
Calamity - The
Heppner Flood Of
1903

By Joann Green Byrd

University of Washington
Press, 202 pages, $22 50
I have to
when | picked up the new
book “Calamity The Hep-
pner Flood of 19037, 1 did
so with a bit of hesitation
What exactly was |
into? Was this
book about a terrible trag-
edy with facts, figures and
data? Or a narrative
of the people, their lives,
and how a terrible event af-
fected them? To my delight
Calamity™ turned out to
be both.

Written by |
Oregon native Joann Green
Byrd, (cousin of Heppner's
Cliff Green), ‘Calamity’
has just the right blend
of history and story tell-
ing to keep history buffs
informed, and the
readers entertained. If you
like names and families vou
will find a rich vein of first
names, last names and rela-
tives to enrich vou. If vou
like a good story vou will
turn page after page with
ease and enjoyment.

Myself, | am inter-
ested in the lifestyles, living
conditions and society of
America in small western
towns at the turn of the
century. So reading about
Heppner in particular dur-
ing that time, was a special
treat for me.

Byrd most definite-
ly rewards the mind’s eve,
as not far into chapter one.

admit

getting
a history

story

astern

S1Ory

vou find vourself strolling
the LIH‘\I_\ streets of “(.‘p['l-
circa 1903, Look over
there, it's the Palace Hotel,
that majestic structure on
Main and May (where Les
Schwab now stands). Walk
on farther and vou will
pass one of Heppner's

Ner,

five ‘\Lliunll\.
McAtee
& Swag-

gart’s, with
the sounds
of a “Peer-
less Electric
Selt —playing
piano playing
music from the
most celebrated
artists of the world
to the most com-
monplace ragtime”
reaching vour ear.
And when the subject
of Heppner’s saloons
comes up, someone will be
quick to mention that Hepp-
‘also had six churches.”
And yes, if yvou go down
farther on Willow Street
(where the former Heppner
Gazette-Times building
once stood) you will find
the Chateau de Joie (trans-
lation: Castle of Joy). with
Madam Mollie Reed, and as
Byrd semi-delicately puts
it, her five “employees™.
Seeing the same streets and
of the old familiar
buildings come to life in
“Calamity”™
the breadth, depth and color
of Heppner’s history.

['hen there are the
people, and especially the
of the era. Byrd
uses a very effective tech-
nique to famiharize, and
personalize us, with the
families who lived, and on
that fateful June day, died

ner’

many

families,

brings to relief

here. Starting on the day
of the flood, a Sunday, she
will describe what people
were doing, who they were
visiting and what children
they were caring for. She
follows them closely right
up to that fateful
hour when the
flood waters
raged, then
she draws
back. Pick-
ing up
another
family,
or in-
divid-
ual,
and

once
again leading

us through their “or-
dinary Sunday™ as chapter
four is so aptly named,
until we, the readers, know
tragedy is coming, but the
innocent souls of Heppner
of course, do not. One al-
most wants to somehow
warn them, especially the
families with their children,
as they go about their lives
on that soon to be horrible
Sunday.

When the telling of

the actual flood begins, the
author piles up a multitude
of words and descriptions
to paint the picture of catas-
trophe, the scope of which
most of us will never know,
Byrd could just as well
have said: “a wall of water
then came crashing through
town carrying with it de-
bris, bodies and trees.” But
once again she draws upon
her writing talents and me-
ticulous research taking us
to a place we will never go.

I will not ruin the book by
quoting her best, or for that
matter, any of her descrip-
tions of the natural calamir
unfolding in Heppner that
June 14 s0 long ago. Suffice
it to say that | myself found
the best description of the
actual flood waters residing
on page 32 .I

l'hen the water is
gone. What is left is terrible
With 238 dead it will stretch
the limits of the toughest
of survivors just to carry
on. And once again the
author guides us through
the wreckage, both physical
and human, until we under-
stand what a determined
and resilient people lived
here. Some moved away.
but many stayed and re-
built. They put their minds
and backs into the job the
same way they lived their
lives, with determination
and hard work.

Byrd gives us much
information on the help,
both monetary and with
goods and workers, that
was received in Heppner,
Lexington and lone in the
days following the flood.
lhis help came not only
from around the immediate
area, but also the state and
the whole country. In these
days of FEMA, and other
government agencies with

their endless streams of

money, it speaks volumes
about the times, when most
of the relief and rebuilding
money came in the form
of donations. Even more
telling 1s that in the end,
Heppner turned back some
of the money, saying it had
enough, and the money
should be given to someone
else more needy.
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Port of Morrow Manager Gary Neal gives update to Heppner Chamber of Commerce

continued from page one

He said the Port will begin

moy ll]_!_.', more klllll.']HL!\ Lo

the Puget Sound area
Overall
has been good for the Port.”

“last vear

Neal said, pointing out all
the many improvements.
And he |'1I'L‘dlL'lL‘d business
would Keep being good in
the future.

He said the coal

fired plant at Boardman
could be in danger of clos-
ing if PGE is not given a
rate increase. “We want it
to operate, but it may need
$500 million in new pollu-

tion control or it may shut
down,” Neal said.

With the Umatilla
Army Depot scheduled for
closing after the last of the
chemical weapons are de-
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Recently Les Schwab teamed with the
Rubber Manufacturers Association to
check the tire air pressure on vehicles
that came into some of our stores.
Approximately 1,100 vehicles were in-
spected, and this is what we found:

® Only 5% of vehicles had four
properly inflated tires.

@ 58% of vehicles had at least one
under inflated tire.

@ 26% of vehicles had at least one
tire under inflated by 8 psi.

® 34% of vehicles had at least one
tire under inflated by 6 psi.

@ 47% of vehicles had at least one
tire under inflated by 4 psi.

® Tires may lose up to 1 psi per manth.

Many vehicles equipped with tire pres-
sure monitoring systems would not
issue a warning even after a drop in
tire pressure of 8 psi. These systems
issue a low pressure warning only after
tire pressure drops 25%.

Inflated tires can improve fuel
m by 3.3% and save $.06 2
gallon at the pump. Approximately
1.2 billian gallons of fuel are wasted
sach year by U.S. motorists driving on
under inflated tires.
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124 North Main Street, Heppner * 676-9481
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