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HEPPNER

St. Patrick’s Senior Center receives $861,000 in grants

I'he St. Patrick’s
Senior Center in Heppner
was awarded $861,509 in
grants and $290,000 in low
interest refinancing, it was
announced this week.

l'he announcement
was good news for the cen-
ter, which has 19 senior
citizens apartments and a
dining and meeting area on
the ground floor. In the past
the center has wrestled with
increased expenses and not
wanting to raise rents oo
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Morrow County, Heppner, Oregon

lone School District earns ‘exceptional’ rating

I'he Tone Commu-
nity School received an
“exceptional™ rating from
the state of Oregon on
the annual school report
card, Superintendent Bryn
Browning told the school
board at their regular meet-
ill:ﬁ_I October 15.

Browning presented
board members t-shirts with
“Exceptional™ on the front.

I'he board planned
a goal-setting session on
October 19 to look at the
data from the 2006-07 as-
sessments.

Also at the meeting
the board heard a presenta-
tion concerning a memorial
garden the senior class is
creating behind the high
school. The board heard the
criteria for selection of the
first five people to be hon-
ored. The seniors asked the
board for input regarding fu-
ture criteria. Board member
Joe McElligott voiced his

concerns with the upkeep of

the garden after this senior
class has graduated. Senior

class advisor Ryan Rudolf

told the board that upkeep
of the garden will become
the responsibility of each
senior class.

The

board also

learned of several grants
awarded to the school from

Heppner Head Start takes field trip

the lone Education Founda-
tion:

-a $1,320 grant to
purchase a technology lit-
eracy program entitled “K
to the 8" Power,” a system
that provides lessons, lesson
plans, extension activities
and simulations for any
student registered in the
system. It also provides a
grade book, a student prog-
ress monitoring system, as-
sessments and tech support
for the administration and
teachers.

-a $1,575 grant to
pay for the SMART pro-
gram, a reading program, for
the 2007-08 school year.

-a $622 grant for a
crop science field trip, deal-
ing with hop and hazelnut
production, to Gresham that
occurred October 7-8.

-$700 towards the
cost of the memorial gar-
den. The project will give
the students a hands-on ex-
perience with site prepara-
tion, planting trees and rose
bushes, laying drip line, red
rock, edging and installing
plaques, stepping stones and
benches.

In other business,
the board:

-heard information
from the building commit-
tee concerning the potential

facility improvement list
and bond action from the
work session. Discussion at
the work session included
the addition of a classroom
or multi-purpose room, new
floors and ceiling in the
high school and mats under
the playground equipment.
Board member Anne Morter
stressed the importance
of the district writing the
grant for the football field
bleachers and discussed pos-
sible grants. The next steps
include meeting with the
public for input, selecting an
architect oy project manager,
research and creating a plan
of action to place the bond
on the May ballot.

-heard the follow-
ing enrollment report as of
October 8- 156 students;
kindergarten through grade
five, 64 students: grades
six through eight, 40; and
grades nine-12, 52.

-learned from
Browning that she submit-
ted the district’s applica-
tion for $49.843 in School
Improvement Funds from
the Oregon Department of
Education. The funds will be
used to pay for an elemen-
tary teacher for kindergar-
ten through third grade to
reduce class size

~Continued on page ftwo
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Heppner Head Start took a field trip to the Morrow County Agriculture Museum on Wednesday,
October 17. CIf Green gave the preschool class a tour of the farming equipment.
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‘1I'm thrilled,”
Sr. Center director Judy
Buschke said Tuesday.
"We've been holding our
breath and now we are anx-
1ous to get started.”

'he funding will al-
low the center to upgrade the
living quarters with weath-
erization,
apphances, windows and

new cabinets,
other improvements. The
refinancing will reduce the
city’s debt interest on loans
on the St. Center to about
2 percent for 20 years, said
Darlee Rex of Rex Develop-
ment of Pendleton. Rex was
the consultant hired by the
city to apply for the grants
and financing.

“I'm really excited,”
she told the Gazette on
luesday. Rex said the city
competed against 29 other
applications for funds and
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Heppner resident awarded for mental health work

Shannon Boor ol
Heppner was recently hon-
ored, along with 17 other
Oregonians, for her work
with mental health. Boor
has worked for eight years
with Morrow Wheeler Be-
havioral Health.

DHS: Addictions
and Mental Health Division
put on the Mental Health
Awards for Excellence on
Friday, October 19, in Sa-
lem. This year’s theme was
Building Community: Tak-
iIng Action

Boor i1s an office
manager at Morrow Wheeler
Behavioral Health and was
nominated for the award
by Kimberly Lindsay, Ex-
ecutive Director of Mor-
row Wheeler Behavioral
Helath.

Boor found out dur-
ing the first week ot October
that she would be receiving
the award. “l am excited
about the award,” said Boor
“But I am more excited that
people 1 respect thought to
nominate me.”

“Shannon’s enthu-
stasm, knowledge, under-
standing, compassion, advo-
cacy and energetic personal-

Shannon Boor was recently awarded for her work with mental

health.

ity have had a tremendous
impact upon our chients,
staft and community part
Shannon believes in
the ability of all individuals
to be all that they can, and
in this manner
supporter of the recovery

ners

IS a strong

movement,” said Lindsay
“Shannon is an inspiration to
many and I feel truly blessed

to have her be a member of
our staff at MWBH. a mem-
ber of our community, and
a member who takes action
LL|||_\ I

Morrow Wheeler
Behavioral Health provides
outpatient care with a pri-
mary focus on mental health
and substance abuse ser-

VICCS

Valby Lutheran welcomes new pastor

Valby Lutheran
Church recently welcomed
Katy Anderson as their anew
intern pastor. Anderson be-
gan on Sunday, October 7

Anderson 1s a stu-
dent at Pacific Lutheran
l'heological Seminary in
Berkeley. She is enrolled n
a special program for people
wanting to be a pastor as a
second career. The program
helps train students for work
in rural areas. Anderson will
be at Valby until she finishes
the program next summer
She will then be eligible to
be called as a pastor. She has
been in seminary for the past
WO years.

Anderson has lived
in LaGrande since 1986

and works as
a custody and
parenting time
mediator for the
court system
Her husband,

Bruce works as

a lawyer and
they have three

children. Their
oldest, Adam,
and his wife KatyAnderson

Connie just gave
the Andersons their first
grandchild. Malia is a physi-
cal therapy grad student in
Boston and Micah 1s a Iresh-
man at Linfield College in
McMinnville
Anderson 1s
able in the area Saturday
through Monday

avail

Valby Lu-
theran Church 1s a
congregation that
was founded in
| 886 and serves
the area between
lone., Condon and
Heppner. Valby
1s a white Irame
church with red
roof that stands by
itselt in the middle
of a wheat field
Approximately 25-30 wor-
shipers gather on Sundays
I'he

for their 9 a.m. service
church recently started a
Bible study on Friday morn-
ings at 7 a.m. at Colher’s
Market in lone.
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Everyone

Don’t forget to turn in your ballots

I'he deadline to have ballots returned to the County Clerk’s Office 1s
F'uesday, November 6, at 8 p.m. Postmarks will not be accepted

10% OFF PARTS AND LABOR
through February, 2008

We also have special financing:
six months no interest, no payments on $1,500 or more of
Case IH parts and service from Sept. 1, 2007 through Dec. 31, 2007
Morrow County Grain Growers
Lexington 989-8221 + 1-800-452-7396  For tarm equipment. visit our web site at www.megg net




