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Grand Marshals have long, dedicated and active roots in community
The Currin Family is a 

name well known in the 
sport of rodeo. This years 
G rand M arshals for the 
Oregon Trail Pro rodeo have 
long, dedicated and active 
roots in our community. 
Both Tom and M arlene 
Currin have devoted most of 
their lives to Rodeo and our 
community. Both Tom and 
Marlene lived in Heppner as 
children. Tom has lived on 
Little Buttercreek his whole 
life and graduated from 
Heppner High School. He 
continued his education at 
OT1; majoring in the Field of 
ag ricu ltu re : W hen he
retu rned , he took the 
partnership in the family’s 
cattle ranch.

Tom ’s rodeo volunteer 
days reach back to the 
1960’s when Cornett Green 
asked for his help running the

timed event chutes and later, 
taking entries and helping to 
calcu late  the all around 
awards. His skills expanded 
to the Vice Chairman for 
three years and Chairing the 
rodeo committee for one. In 
all, Tom served for nine 
years. He remembers the 
rodeo in the earlier days as 
an amateur Rodeo. Later the 
rodeo became PRCA in the 
early 1970’s and Tom was 
able to help m ake it 
successful along with other 
vo lun teers such as Tad 
Miller, Charlie Daly, Jerry 
Dougherty, Rod Murray, 
Orval M atheny and Ray 
French.

About the time Tom was 
volunteering Marlene served 
as the rodeo princess and 
then queen in the 1960’s. In 
her youth Marlene enjoyed 
barrel racing and then went
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Serving the Willow Creek Valley

to school and worked at the 
N orthw est School o f 
Business in Portland. She 
came back and married Tom 
on May 24th,, 1981 and had 
two sons, Jefery and Ryan. 
She was the Fair Secretary 
for five years and also  
volunteered as Chaperone 
for the Rodeo court from 
1986-1988. Jerry Gentry 
later recruited Marlene as the 
Rodeo Secretary. She served 
in this position for thirteen 
years. She was a part of the 
large transition of the present 
day fair and rodeo grounds. 
The new facilities took many 
hours o f p lanning , 
proposing, budgeting and a 
“get it done” attitude to 
im prove and update the 
grounds. M arlene enjoys 
every  angle o f rodeo 
including  the dedicated  
volunteers who make the 
event happen.

Rodeo was not the only 
place this couple has left 
their mark. Tom was the 
treasurer o f the Morrow 
County Livestock Growers 
for 31 years and served on 
the ASC; Morrow County 
Grain Grower and County 
Road committees. After 40 
years he still keeps score at 
the bucking chutes at the 
Pendleton Round-Up each 
year. M arlene was the

d irec to r o f the Fam ily 
Community Education for all 
of Morrow, Umatilla and 
Union coun ties. She is 
presently the President of the 
Heppner Book Worms and 
her greatest passion today is 
quilting with friends and 
family. Both love life and 
what it has to offer them.

To this day, if asked, both 
Tom and Marlene would be 
there to assist in any way 
they could. Rodeo is in their 
roots. They support this 
popular sport and the town 
of Heppner. Their devotion 
and commitment has helped 
make the fair and Oregon 
Trail Pro Rodeo what it is 
today.

(•rand Marshals Marlene and Tom Currin

Superintendents will be anxiously 
awaiting exhibitors

Once again the Fair Superintendents will be anxiously 
awaiting exhibitors on Monday afternoon, Aug. 14, from 1 
- 8 p.m. to receive all the entries in the fair. Open Class 
fruits, vegetables and flowers will also be accepted on 
Tuesday morning from 8 a.m. until 10 a.m.

This year all Open Class exhibits will be released on 
Sunday morning from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. at the same time 
4-H exhibits are released. If for some reason you can’t make 
it on Sunday morning, the Fair Office will be open Monday 
thru Friday the week following fair from 8-12 and 1-5 for 
pick-up of items. After 30 days those exhibits that are left 
will become the property of the Morrow County Fair and 
may be discarded.
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We are proud to support the Morroiu County fair, 
the Oregon TraiC Pro %pdeo, 

and Morrow County Jackpot H(pdeo!
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