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Holly Rebekah Lodge to 
resume bingo sessions
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Do what’s necessary to keep Pioneer 
Memorial open

Health District

M em bers o f  H olly  
Rebekah Lodge met at the 
IOOF Hall in Lexington last 
Thursday to discuss several 
forthcom ing m oney m aking 
even ts  and to  conduct its 
regular business meeting.

The fall-winter bingo 
sessions starts on Sunday, Oct. 
26 at 2 p.m. at the IOOF Hall. 
P a y o u ts  a re  b a se d  on a 
percentage. The bigger the 
crowd, the higher the payout 
will be. Cards are 25 cents 
each and there is no limit on 
how many cards a player can 
have at one time. Ten games 
and a blackout game, plus one 
free game for those who have 
not won will be played. The 
public is invited to attend.

On Friday, Oct. 31, 
the members will be having a 
bake sale at Central M arket 
in H eppner. C ak es, p ies, 
cookies and other Halloween 
goodies will be available.

Allstott Construction L.L.C
Alpine M eadows Golf Course
Arnold Appleton
Artisan Village
Bank of Eastern Oregon
Banner Bank
Barbara Bloodsworth
Bob & Pam  W orden
Bob Despain
Bobbette Lovgren
Brian & Susan Thompson
Buffalo Peaks Golf Course
Cam pbell Motors, Inc
C ara  Osmin
Carrie  Grieb. Missy Lindsay.

Shelley Rietmann 
Casey Moving 
Central Red Apple M arket 
Charlie and Marcia Anderson  
C ottage Flowers 
Coyote Springs PG E  
Crown Paper & Mark Huddleston 
D ale  Conklin 
Darlene Lovgren 
D ave, Patty. Shane  

& Stefan Matheny  
David and Valerie Cam pbell 
D eena Reid 
Dennis & Penny Miller 

& Frances Free!
Devin Oil 
Dick Tem ple DVM  
Dobyn's Pest Control 
Dr Bradley Adams  
Dr Charles W eeks  
Dr. Dennis Turner D M D  
Echo Hills Golf Course  
Ernie & Mary Jean M cCabe  
Frederickson Farms 
G ardner's M en ’s W ear  
G eorge & Debbie Koffler

The regular monthly 
card party will be held on 
Saturday, Nov. 1 at 7:30 p.m. 
at the hall. The price is $3 per 
person, w ith refreshm ents 
served. All card parties are 
generally  held on the first 
S a tu rd ay  o f  each  m onth , 
except for June, July  and 
August.

The m em bers also  
discussed starting a monthly 
soup supper as a project.

P ro ceed s  from  all 
events go toward support o f  
the lodge and improvements to 
the hall. Last year, the lodge 
was able to rewire the hall, with 
th e  h e lp  o f  g ra n ts  an d  
donations. A future need is to 
install a new heating system 
and energy-efficient windows. 
Public support is needed if the 
hall is to be available to the 
community, for funeral dinners, 
receptions, weddings, parties 
and other events.

Gordon Robertson & Cliff Ellis 
Gordon’s Electric 
Green Feed  
G reg ’s Custom Clubs 
Gw en Healy
H aas W ind 4  W ood Things
Hair Expressions
Hair I Am
Hales Restaurant
Heppner Auto Parts
Heppner Day Care
Heppner Elem entary 5th/6th Graders
Heppner Garden Club
Heppner G azette  Times
Heppner Hardware
Heppner High School
Heppner High School Alumni Assoc
Hermiston Glass
Hollom an's
J & G  Services
Jannie Allen
Jared Wicklund
Jean M arie Healy
Jeannie Kirksey W eekenders
Jeff Cutsforth
Jerry & lone Martin
John 4  Diane Kilkenny
John Boyer/G ar Aviation
John Gochnauer
Judy 4  Sandy Photography
Judy Norris/Hair Expressions
Kelly Holland
Kelwayne 4  Mary Haguewood  
Ken Bailey
Klamath First Federal
Kyle 4  Darcy Robinson/Anipro KR
Larry 4  Betty Mills
Lea Schwab Tire C enter
Louis 4  Betty Carlson

To the Editor:
I w an t to  use  th is  

fo ru m  to  e n c o u ra g e  the  
s u p p o r te rs  o f  P io n e e r  
M e m o ria l H o sp ita l and  
Nursing Home to do whatever 
necessary keep the doors o f  
Pioneer Memorial open. lone 
seceded from the education 
district to save their school. It 
is tim e that the citizens o f  
South M orrow County and 
the patrons and supporters o f 
P ioneer M em orial to form 
their own financial district to 
protect and sustain the pioneer 
h e r i ta g e  th e  h o s p ita l  
represents. It is tim e to stop 
subsidizing the medical clinic 
in Boardm an. It is tim e to 
separate from the Ed G lenn’s 
o f  this w orld that have no 
com passion for our pioneer 
heritage or the welfare o f  our 
fe llo w  m an , e s s e n t ia l  
c o m p o n e n ts  o f  P io n e e r  
M e m o ria l H o s p ita l  and  
Nursing Home.

P io n eer M em oria l 
Hospital and Nursing Home 
must be protected and kept in 
operation for the following 
reasons.

If  the Nursing Home 
is closed, the hospital will be 
next. The census at the nursing 
home may be down at present 
but in times past the Nursing 
H om e has been  fu ll and  
operated in the black boosting 
the hospital.

The patrons o f  the 
nursing home are our precious 
parents and loved ones. Their 
care is without equal with a 
dedicated and committed staff 
and caregivers that cannot be 
found anywhere else. No one 
has the right to throw them out 
o f  the  N u rs in g  H om e. It

To the Editor:
W h en  th e

C onfederated  T ribes were 
given the right o f taking fish in 
the treaty o f  1855 did that 
include nylon gill nets? The 
treaty reads in part:

“ .. .the exclusive right 
o f  taking fish in the streams 
running through and bordering 
said reservation  is hereby 
secured to said Indians and at 
all other usual and accustomed 
sta tions, in com m on w ith 
citizens o f  the United States.”

Mary Ann Elguezabal 
McCormick Construction 
Mid-Colum bia Bus Com pany  
Mike and Kim Arm ato  
Mike W etherell 
Miller 4  Sons
Morrow County Grain Growers  
Murray's Drug 
Oregon Symphony 
Panda Inn Chinese Restaurant 
Papa Murphy's 
Pendleton Bottling - Pepsi 
Pendleton Country Club 
Peterson's Jewelers  
Pizza Hut
Portland Youth Philharmonic 
Rick Britt
Riddell 4  Mark Elmblade  
Robert Reid 
Roger 4  Rena Henry 
Rolling Hills Hunting Preserve  
Ruggs Ranch 
Sandi Hanna  
Shelco Electric 
Spout Springs Resort 
Styling Arena  
Tim  4  LeAnn Wright 
Tim  Hedm an  
Umatilla Golf Course  
University of Idaho 
W heatland Insurance  
Whistling Wings Taxiderm y  
W idm er Brothers 

Brewing Com pany  
W ilcox Furniture 
W ildHorse Gam ing Resort 
Willow Creek D iner 4  Bakery 
Windmill C afé  
Wright Chevrolet 
W yna Woodford

d ish o n o rs  o u r  p io n e e r ’s 
heritage.

S o u th  M o rro w  
C o u n ty ’s fu tu re  is as a 
retirement/agricultural/tourist 
center. Pioneer M emorial is 
essential to the future o f South 
M orrow  C ounty . W ithout 
Pioneer Memorial there is little 
inducem ent for anyone to 
come to H eppner to retire.

W hen the citizens o f  
South M orrow  County pull 
together there is nothing they 
cannot accom plish. Look at 
y o u r  a th le tic  te a m s  fo r  
exam ple. A re the H eppner 
football players or coaches 
afra id  o f  anybody? I f  the 
governmental rules make the 
N ursing Hom e tem porarily 
untenable, then gather our 
legislators together and change 
the rules. It’s high time to stop 
subsidizing Dr. Boss and say 
good riddance to Ed Glenn 
anyway.

We m u st a d ap t to  
su rv iv e . L o o k  at G eo rg e  
Koffler and the growth o f  the 
B ank  o f  E aste rn  O regon . 
Remember how Jerry Gentry 
and friends turned the outdated 
H eppner Rodeo into one o f  
the countries best.

I lo v e  th e  w ay  
H eppner and lone athletic 
team s com pete  and never 
make the excuse they lack the 
s tre n g th  in  n u m b e rs  to  
com pete with com m unities 
much larger. I f  the politicians 
o f this land can find $87 billion 
to build up Iraq they will (by 
our uncom prom ising stand) 
support our com m itm ent to 
keep and sustain w hat our 
forefathers gave to u s- Pioneer 
M e m o ria l H o s p ita l  and  
Nursing Home.
(s) Stuart Dick 
Pendleton

The salm on are now 
running in the rivers, and it has 
been  d ocum en ted  tha t on 
Sept. 23 o f  this year at the Port 
o f  Um atilla the Indians were 
selling  salm on for $1 per 
pound. It was also witnessed 
that said Indians put some o f  
those fish into a dum pster at 
that site. It is my understanding 
that they were to fish for their 
subsistence and could only 
tak e  w hat w as needed  to 
subsist. Why are they allowed 
to continue to leave these gill 
nets in place if  they are going 
to sell the first or waste them? 
There are tw o groups w ho 
have eight gill nets in and 
around the Port o f  Umatilla.

H ow  m uch longer is 
o u r  g o v e rn m e n t, m arin e  
fisheries, BPA, sportsmen and 
Oregon D epartm ent o f  Fish 
and W ildlife going to allow  
these intolerable situations to 
continue? How long are they 
going to continue to use our 
tax dollars to subsidize Native 
Americans, then allow them to 
take more than they need, then 
have them  scream  there is a 
shortage o f fish? Is it the dams’ 
faults? Do they need more 
g ran ts  a n d /o r  ran ch  land  
p u rc h a s e d  fo r f ish  
rehabilitation?

M an y  n o n - In d ia n  
fisherm en have fished for 
several hours and hav en ’t 
caught any fish. I f  the treaty 
reads “ in com m on with the 
citizens o f the United States,” 
then I ask you shouldn’t all o f  
the fisherm en be allow ed to 
fish with modern-day gill nets, 
or should we change the laws 
to  m ake us all equal and 
continue to use up all o f  our 
natural resources with all o f  
this documents waste?
(s) Glenda Christian 
Uldah

dwtfrict and m ileage logs are 
not utilized to track their usage.

V ander D o es an d  
M ahoney discussed ways to 
remedy those situations.

In a statem ent in the 
au d it re p o r t su p p lie d  by 
Vander Does, he listed “ issues 
facing the district that could 
result in material changes in its 
financial position in the long 
te rm .” L is te d  w e re : low  
utilization caused by decreased 
population in hospital service 
area; technological advances 
that may reduce utilization and 
revenues o f  the hospital and 
nursing hom e; the State o f  
O regon’s financial crisis, its 
reduction in reim bursem ent 
and reduction in health care 
s e rv ic e s ;  th e  fe d e ra l  
g o v e rn m e n t’s le s s  th a n  
adequate reim bursem ent for 
health care services; a nursing 
shortage that has caused higher 
wages and resulted in the use 
o f  agency nurses at a wage 
significantly higher than the 
h o sp ita l’s ow n staff; low  
re im b u rs e m e n t  fro m  
commercial insurance payers; 
the district lost money in 2001 - 
02 and 2002-03; pharm acy 
drug costs that continue to rise 
higher than inflation; loss o f  
pro-share o f  M UPL m onies 
from the state; low nursing 
hom e census; and need for 
additional tax support.

He also com m ented 
in the financial report that the 
“district’s operating expenses 
increased by 8.5 percent due 
to  in crease  in sa la ry  and  
benefits o f  5.2 percent or 35 
percent o f  the total increase. 
Depreciation is 18.8 percent 
o f  in c re a s e . P u rc h a s e d  
services are 14.4 percent o f  
the increase. Minor equipment 
is 12.4 percent o f  increase. 
In te res t is 9.8 p e rcen t o f  
increase. Cash increased by 
$125,000 due to a $300,000 
donation , o therw ise  there  
would have been a significant 
decrease. Accounts receivable 
decreased by $ 109,908 to 57 
days in accounts receivable.”

In o th e r  b u s in e ss , 
Vander Does outlined several 
possible scenarios in the event 
th a t a p ro p o se d  tax  levy  
(am ount as yet undecided) 
designed to balance the district 
budget fails.

Scenario 1-Hospital 
ER, H eppner clinic, Hom e 
H e a lth  and  H o sp ic e  and  
emergency services remain for 
a total revenue o f  $963,000 
and expenditures o f  $983,231 
for a loss o f  $20,231. This 
scenario would see closure o f 
the Irrigon clinic and cessation 
o f  a $143,000 stipend (soon 
to be raised to $147,000) to 
Dr. Robert Boss w ho has a 
private clinic in Boardm an, 
loss o f  one doctor in exchange 
for a mid-level provider, such 
as a nurse  p rac titio n e r or 
p h y s ic ia n ’s a ssis tan t, and 
m oving P ioneer M em orial 
Clinic into the hospital.

Scenario  2-P ioneer 
Memorial Clinic, Irrigon Clinic 
and subsidy to the Boardman 
clinic would remain, along with 
Home Health and Hospice and 
emergency services, for a total 
revenue  o f  $ 7 4 8 ,000  and 
expenditures o f  $ 1,088,000 
for a loss o f  $340,000. In this

St. Pat’s Church 
to hold 
mini-carnival

St Patrick’s Church is 
inviting everyone to attend its 
annual mini carnival Sunday, Oct. 
26 from 12-1:30 p.m. Children 
and adu lts  can enjoy an 
assortment o f games, prizes, 
Bingo, a cake walk, and a bargain 
hot dog lunch.

All proceeds from this 
event will go to the Children’s 
educational fund.

continued from page 
scenario*, the hospital would 
close.

S c e n a r io  3 -H o m e  
H e a lth  an d  H o sp ic e  and  
emergency services only would 
rem ain for a total revenue o f  
$612,500 and expenses o f  
$605,000 for a $7,500 profit. 
In this scenario, the hospital, 
ER and clinics would close.

Board m em bers said 
that if  a levy fails, they would 
probably opt for scenario one, 
which provides for the m ost 
services with losses not much 
greater than in scenario three, 
w ith m ost services cut. The 
board, however, stressed that 
th e y  w a n t to  c o n tin u e  
providing all current services. 
The different scenarios are only 
exam ples o f  options in the 
event o f  levy failure.

Vander Does and the 
M CH D  Board estim ate that 
the levy, w hich  w ould  be 
sufficient to continue operation 
o f  all existing services, would 
be in the neighborhood o f  32 
cents per thousand assessed 
valuation. Prior to the closure 
o f  the nursing hom e, Vander 
Does estim ates that it would 
have cost the taxpayers a little 
over 80 cents per thousand, 
an amount deemed likely to fail 
at the polls by Vander Does 
a n d  th e  b o a rd . B o a rd  
m em b e rs  o f fe re d  v a rie d  
opinions as to  w hether a 32- 
cent per thousand levy could 
even pass.

In other business, the
board:

-d is c u s s e d  th e  
u p co m in g  c lo su re  o f  the  
nursing home. Board member 
John Prag estim ated that the 
entire health district could have 
gone  u n d er in  tw o  years  
w ithout the nursing  hom e 
closure. “ I d o n ’t th ink  we 
could  have gone a couple 
m ore years,” said Prag. Bell 
com m ended the board  for 
taking a difficult step before the 
financial situation became so 
dire the district could not have 
recovered.

-heard a suggestion 
from Prag to have the City o f  
Boardman take over provision 
o f  health care services for that 
area. Vander Does said that 
he would only consider that if  
the City o f  Boardm an w ent 
back to its original boundaries, 
before it annexed the Port o f  
M orrow property.

- lea rn ed  th a t e igh t 
residents still reside in the 
nursing hom e as o f  Monday. 
A ccording to  Vander Does, 
tw o out o f  11 residents have 
m oved to  the assisted living 
facility in H eppner, w ith the 
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  tw o  m o re  
t r a n s fe r r in g  th e re . O ne  
resident has left the nursing 
hom e and ano ther w ill be 
tra n s fe rre d  to  the  valley . 
A ccording to Vander Does, 
regulations stipulate that the 
last three residents m ust be 
transferred to other facilities at 
the same time.

- le a rn e d  o f  th e  
possibility o f  bringing some 
nursing home patients back at 
a later date under a long-term 
care plan mentioned by Bell. 
He said that law allow s five 
nursing home patients in swing 
beds. T he p lan , w h ich  is 
federally funded, has not yet 
been established in Oregon, 
however, and could take some 
tim e to im plem ent. “ I don’t 
think you can continue to incur 
extensive losses waiting for the 
s ta te  ( to  im p le m e n t th e  
program),” said Bell. But, he 
added, “ I’m optim istic that 
five or six  n u rsin g  hom e 
p a tie n ts  m ay  be b ro u g h t 
back.”

-heard from Mahoney 
w ho an tic ip a tes  losses o f  
$150,000 for the m onth o f  
September.

-cancelled the regular 
m eeting scheduled for Oct. 
27, since business had been 
completed with the exception 
o f  the financial report.

Marcia Kemp 
Mark 4  Tam i Rietmann

|  Many others also contributed to  the  success of the  Steak Feed and Auction:
’  Heppner Junior/Senior High School Students. Faculty, and Staff
|  Auction C om m ittee * D inner Com m ittee • Decorating Com m ittee
• Ken Grieb. Auctioneer • And everyone who assisted during the night of the dinner and auction

| T heir hard  w ork and dedication m ade it all possible!

I TAanQ you, everyonef Heppner Booster G£u6

DINNER SPECIAL

Th is F rid ay  a n d  S a tu rd a y  
O c to b e r  24 th  - 25 th

PRIME RIB
A N D

(with Fresh Oregon Coast Oysters!)

JO H N ’S  P L A C E
MAIN STREET, HEPPNER

H ep p n er B ooster Club would like to  thank  th e  following individuals and 
organizations for the ir generous donations to  the 2003 Steak Feed and Auction. 
W ithout their support, this annual event would not have been such a success!

Excess tribal fishing causing problem
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