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“Osama Files” include Ione woman
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"If [the FB.L]
had taken up my offer

Pt g,

THE ACCIDENTAL EMISSARY

Lobbyat Jane tcEligatt couldn't brdge
the chowmn bebwesn the LS. and Sudon.
Abowe, o note writhen by Guthi ol -Mahedi

ond delivered by McEligoht to FBL
director Lows Fresh relating the amest of

in February 1998, they
could have prevented

the bombings,” says
Gutbi al-Mahdi.

fwe suspects in the embossy bombings.

Janet McElligott of lone was featured in an article in January Vanity Fair about efforts to turn over files on
Osama bin Laden to the US before the Sept. 11 terror attacks.

According to the January 1ssue
of Vanmty Fair magazine, former
lone resident Janet McElhgott
was involved with failed efforts
by the Sudanese government to
turn over intelhigence information
to the US that may have helped
prevent the Sept. 11 terrorist
attacks

The six-page article by reporter
David Rose lays out a compelling
story of how the Sudanese
mtelhgence agency, Mukharbarat.
tried on many occasions to turn
over files and information on
Osama bin Laden and the al-
Qaeda terrorist network which,
the magazine says, may have
prevented the terror attacks

McElhgott was cited as a go-
between taking messages and
attempting 1o arrange mectings
between the FBI and state
department officials and the
Makharbarat.

Because of her contacts in the
middle east, and her background
as a Washington lobbyist who had
worked at the White House under
George H. W Bush, McElligott
became a central figure n
attempts to turn over the
intelligence  material,  eftorts
which to her, and the magazine
reporter’'s dismay, failed

*...she assumed that rational
statecraft would. mn the end,
prevail,” the magazine says. “In

this she was mistaken. On
February 5, 1998, her efforts
helped produce perhaps the

smokiest of all the smoking guns
in this story; a letter direct from
Gutbi al-Mahd of the
Mukhabarat to David Williams,
chief of the F.B.l's Middle East
and Africa desk. It read, ‘I would

like to express my sincere desire
to start contacts and cooperation
between our service and the F.B.1
I would

opportunity

take this
pleasure to

hke to
with

invite you 1o VIsIt our L‘l'lllfl“'}

Otherwise. we could meet
somewhere else il then 1
remain, yours truly.’

“Eighteen days later, (the

article says on February 23, 1998,
Osama bin Laden i1ssued his
bloodcurdling fatwa from his
hideout in Afghanistan, calling on
all Muslims to kill Americans and
Jews, adding that civilians were
now to be regarded as targets.
McElhgott followed up the letter
with a personal appeal: ‘I told
them, *You do realize bin Laden
lived there (in Sudan) and they
(Mukhabarat) have files on his
main people”” There 1s simply no
doubt the F.B.1. knew what was
available. The guy I dealt with
said, ‘I'd give anything to go in
there, but they’- meanming the
State Department- “won’t let
us. \IL'['HF:._',HH Ll{II‘IL‘d the F.B.1
as saying

I'he article went on to detail
how McElhigott tried on other
occasions to set up the transfer of
bin  Laden and al-Qaeda
ntelligence information from the
Sudanese to the US government
each tme being rebutted. On one
oecasion she arranged for the
outgoing Sudan ambassador to
meet with a senior FBI official at
her home, at which time the
official “expressed his deep regret
for what had happened and said
he hoped that in tume the
pohitictans  would allow his
agency to examine the Sudanese
ntelhgence.”

How useful might the files
have been to the US? “They knew
all about them: (the al-Qaeda)
the magazine quoted a semion
Egyptian intelhigence officer who
worked with the
Mukhabara as saying. “who they
were, where they
IThey had copies

closely

came from

ol therr

passports, their tickets; they knew
where they went. Of course that
information could have helped
enormously.™

Vanity Fair's mvestigation
into what 1t calls “The Osama
Files” caused the magazine 1o
say: “September 11 might have
been prevented if the U.S. had
accepted Sudan’s offers to share
its intelligence files on Osama bin
Laden and the growing a
threat.™ ‘

WCEDG annual
meeting Jan 23

- (".IL't{.J

'he Willow Creek Valley
Economic Development Group
will hold 1ts annual meeting

Wednesday. Jan 23 at 12 noon at
John’s Other Place in Heppner
I'he public 1s invited to attend

L.ast meeting

At 1ts last meeting Dec. 19, the
group voted to write a letter of
support to the Heppner City
Council in favor of the City
Hall/l I]\r.IT_\ project t also voted
to endorse the ATV project put
forth by the county, and send a
county

letter of support to the

1

court. The group also agreed to
send a letter of support to the
Morrow County Planning

Commussion in favor of land use
approval for the proposed race

tract project at Boardman

< .
Correction

A public meeting will be held
to gather input from Heppner
residents on the proposed hibrary
city hall joint project on Thursday
Jan. 3 at St. Patrick’'s Semor Center
in Heppner. not Jan. 3 as stated in

i.l-\1 W g'L'Ih s Lrazelle

News deadline
Sp.m. Friday

lone School receives excellence award
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Fass \lnl'l'l.\lill trom II.n- Oregon Department of Education presents the state school excellence aw
1:- tlt'.ll to I'Iullll. lone Elementary School Re presentative Beth Morter. lone Middle School Sty
President Jennifer Griffith and lone High School Student Body President Salli Mcl

ard Nag

lent Body

Lot

1"'.L_' Il'.’li_ SChool wa
honored | hursday as
recipient 0l the covelted
“excellence” award from the I l G
N
Oregon Department ol I A
/o
Education >
N
lass Morrison /
representing the Oregon State
|]L‘!‘\I.E-'"'-\.'H[ of Education and

herself an lone graduate and the

first temale THS student body

president at lone (class of 1963)

was on hand to present the award

and a !‘.!__' 1o the school
Uregon 1a

] .
Greg  Smith

Heppner, delivered an

Representative

.I\il![L‘-‘-

commending the school and

commumty. "It's truly an honot

to be here." said Snuth."You

school. vour community are truls

exceptional. You can see vou
have pride in vour commumt
and vour school. Of 1028

only 44

award and for that vou ought to

SChools recerved this

be commended."
Smith went on to note :
"correlation between small town
living, community pride and
acadenmic success." "[t's becausc
vou folks step up to the plate and
make sure every child has access
to an equal education.” he said
"You folks are standing

up and fighting for vouw

comimuni and vour school

continued Smith. "You folks

have your pricerities right.'
Smith also took the

opportunity to criticize the state
1
school funding program. "There -
<k : raised at the lone School in a ceremony Thursday
Is something wrong with our

state school funding program recogmzed the students, the staff. o v a1 6 Morron ¢
when our teachers have to use ¢ community  ar formet I I
their own money for thewr Principal Dick Allen for the .. )
classrooms.” he said to .!:,‘F‘E.]'H\L' achievements made under his \ [
from the assembly — . ‘

Current lone Principal . 'I've never considered . =3 '\” Re a0y .
Mike Stuart commended the lone vsell a cr. but a partner . . 111G Q ey
students. saying. "You are by far with the students, stall and - ¢
the hardest working students I've the commu \ 1
ever encountered in my 24 years lo R '
in education,” and noted then epresent ¢ Morrow Co
"work ethic diligence and 5S¢l ol Board ¢
perseverance.” He also  congr \ ‘

) LS

Public meeting set on library/city hall project

A public meeting will be held  project. 1he commuttee me
to gather mput from Heppner Vi ed and ()
residents on the Prop sed hibrany NIXOT
city hall joint project on Th When asked wi
Jan. 3 at St. Patnick's Senior ( esident wou ¢
mn Heppner neeting when there i ol [

Mary Nixon, who works for Rural v, NIXO ML I e
Development Imtatves and has been  town meeting 1s an oy
hired to facil cclin \ ! L
explamned th: ¢ce at the 0 & c
nublic town meeting w e ask L% A fon ) : [
torecommend names of individuals atthe p n (

1O SETrVe On a Working committe nvited 1o subn Ames ol peoy I

I'he working commutice w or the wot ) \ ',

COMPriscd ol a memoer irom tne WNHE anoth 1O |

¢ty council and the Orevo

Library Board. an individual who THmg out the

supports the project, an individua OpINIONS a d¢ ed tashi ( + l l p ll-

who opposes the project and a cita war what other communit Cmin F= daeaannce
' | » " ’

at large | ! ) Friday

I'his group w ss th e

SSUCS CONCE b ey :
weting, | W al Develomn
obiective su ¢ the She os )
results of the ( 1 all rural ¢ A\ (
ofticials hoj d Uma { Valle |
the public meeting comments w Malheur. Har dG y
provide the city council and hbrar RDI
board with a clear message as to how oreal HO
the commumty feels about the cOrporal

W ES W ELL EREC
ot OFIEN ALL DAY
. SIONIDAY., DEC. =21
HAVE A HAPPY NEW YEANR!

Morrow County Grain Growers

Lexington 989-8221 + 1-800-452-7396

Ihe Oregon Department of Education excellence award flag was




