Local boys safe after Willow Ground breaking ceremony held for lone UCC

Lake boating accident

Brandon (left) and Matt Young

\ Heppner area famlv has

nuch to be thanktul about this
( hristmas--their children are sate
sound atter a tneghtening

neiaent at W '..ll\\ L I'eek l dkC
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Brandon Young. !6. and Mau
14, the two older sons ot
Bruce and Debbie Young.
decided 1o go duck hunung in

their boat on the lake. Around 11

December 12

Young.

.M., the wind starteg¢ (0o come
( ¢ DO deciaed o pick
) L - ~ \ ome

A ~ LWy, ~ -L
overhead. The bovs knew that 1t

wasn't leeal to shoot out o1 a boat
with 1ts engine running. so they
turned otf thewr motor to take a
shot. Just as they had done so. a
wave and a gust ot wind blew up
at the same ume

I'he boat had a duck blind built
up on one stde which acted like a
sail and the boat overturned.
throwing the boys in the water
and trapping their 1-1/2 year old
retriever. Max

I'he dog was able to

;._;nhic!!
underneath
escape when the boys climbed on
the overturned boat, but then the
boat sank and the boys ¢l fo
thesiduro on bhee |
"At first T thoughit,"OH. sHoot,
my shotgun," said Brandon, "but
then | realized 1t was more
serious than that. I wasn't really
that scared at the tme. 1 just
figured we needed to get to
shore."
Luckily
from

0n9 2916 vor

the Jim Geer family
Hermiston watched the
scene from the shore and
immediately called 911
Brandon. who had chest waders
on, was afraid the waders would
weigh him down. so he tried to
remove them. but as he loosened
the belt, the waders began to fill
up with water. Miraculously.
they didn't completely fill up ull
Brandon was near shore and both
boys made 1t 1n safely. as did

Max. Once they got to shore.
they wrung out their clothes. put
them bpack on for a
protection and put the dog on top
“them 10 keep warm
The EMT crew arrived on the
scene by the ume the boys
started swimmung. but the rescue
took a little longer. Because there
! rescue boat in south
Morrow County. the rescue
workers had to break mnto the
Corps ot Engmneers' shed at the
lake 10 get a boat. They aiso had
» cut a cable to be able 1o getto
1e south side of the lake where
the bovs were.

In the meanume. the boys
parents were rushing to the lake
from thewr home up Willow
Creek about 30 minutes away
[hey had learmed of the accident
from Debbie's parents. Les and
Jan Pausnan. Heppner. who
listened to the report on their
scanner ‘and called them in a
panic. When the Youngs arrived
at the lake, they were told the
boys were okay, but had already
been taken to the Pioneer
Memorial Hospital where they
were treated for hypothermia The
water at the lake was around 38

degroesos ands 1edhesdr shoyd'

1Ite

it th

1S no

terhperatures had dropped tothe -

mid-80s, said Debbie.

Debbie says that the famuly is
grateful that all they lost out of
the ordeal was a shotgun and a
work coat.

[he incident didn't sour the
boys on hunting on the lake. In
fact. Brandon, who 1s a junior at
Heppner High School. says that
he and Matt, an eighth grader at
Heppner Jumor High, will
definitely go duck hunting again.
But, he added, in the future,
"We'll make sure it's a calm day
and put on our life jackets as
soon as we get into the water."

I'he Youngs are the first ones
to donate to a fund to buy a
rescue boat for Willow Creek
Lake.

MORROW COUNTY
TRANSFER STATION
will be CLOSED for Christmas
Saturday, December 25th
It will be open Sunday, December 26th
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In fond ropes of
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Thank you for
your support!
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Dot Halvorsen and Brenna Rietmann break ground for the new |
while the Rev. Paul Clay looks on.

|
"ot

Dianw and Lindsin! Kincaid out 'the ribbon’to the 161 wheére the new Tone |

builts ol t1ad

St. Patrick's holds dinner,
children's pageant

St. Patnick's Catholic Church
held 1ts annual Christmas dinner
and children's pageant or
December 19

['he attendance was
seeén i manv vears." sad
church spokesperson

I'he St. Patrick's CCD ¢

UNrougi s 1

lasses

kindergarten
grade performed the Christmas
plav. "The Greatest (it of
All ¢hildren parucipated and
there were  specla
parts by Laurie Murray
Mever. Meg Armato

Elguezabal and Kelly

Gospel readings during 1
were done by Tanner Britt. Luke

Murray. Kvle Huddleston. and
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Let us be thankful for this

ue meaning of Christmas
dayv of Joy

| Peace, and Light. Merry Christmas'
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mited Church of Christ building in lone

Jregon Wednesday, December 22, 1999 - NINE

Open house set
at Hermiston
circuit court

the buillding, the changes nave

esulted 1n the ability to conduct
-person T 1S W ole
and ¢1 vithout having i
\.P‘EL.\l: ~ 44} adE .:\_.' ) ~
West End's circunt court to be
heard in one of the Pendleton
circunt courtrooms. The previous
courtroom lavout would onlv
ccommodate six-person jun
panc
‘'He states that Vest End
Counn Faci Stud

Umaulla
County Commussioners are hard
at work on developing a
comprehensive plan in the hope
that in the early vears of the new
Hermiston

x
will relocate to a

Committee and the

nium the
Circuit Court
larger facility that will better
serve the West End needs. Until
that goal 15 realized, the Sixth

nited ‘Charchr of Christ will be
skl o ' ludrcrtl Drstniet will continue 1ts

commitment of doing the veny
e : best to provide a partnership with
\\ (_x Pl"] "lt the community for justice and
public safetv.”

Court 1s
243-B East Main
mntormation.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS

& HAPPY NEW YEAR!
vill be closed on December 24-25

December 31st ~ Friday

NEW YEAI EVE CRAB FEED. Also serving Baron
Beef. Dinn r will start at 6:00 p.m. Music starts
= p.m. with Full Tilt Audio. Party favors and

champagne glasses will be

Elks members and out of town guests

mmemorative

BINGO ON WEDNESDAYS! NOW STARTING AT 7:30 p.m.

A\ HEPPNER ELKS 358

142 North Main

6T6-9181 Where Friends Meet

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

and thank vou for vour support
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