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Not the whole truth
To the Editor:

The retirement plan offered by 
PERS to teachers and administra
tors was detailed at the regular 
November meeting o f  the Mor
row County school board and re
ported this week in our local pa
per. I quote: “ For example, i f  a 
person had $200,000 in his PERS 
retirement account, this deal 
would a llow  an additional 
$42,000 in retirement benefits to 
be spread out for monthly pay
ments for the remainder o f  his 
life." This example was placed on 
the bulletin board in the meeting 
room.

Too many o f the statistics Su
perintendent Starr presents to the 
board and upon which parents and 
taxpayers base their judgments o f 
school performance should be 
noted for what they don’t say as 
much as for what they do.

The teachers and administra
tors that retire by February 1998 
will receive a 21 percent jump in 
retirement benefits for two years, 
not one year. So the $42,000 ex
ample is not accurate.

W e have consistently heard 
poor statistical information con
cerning school performance from 
Supt. Starr. I believe the PERS 
windfall was devised to downsize 
as industry' has had to do, and to 
get new people on the job who are 
willing to facilitate an improve
ment in student academic perfor
mance.

At a recent school board’s con
vention, the author o f Senate Bill 
880 (the teacher tenure law) told 
board members that lawmakers 
will revisit the law in the next ses
sion with an eye towards changes 
i f  school boards don’t take advan
tage o f  the current law to improve 
school performance.

By March 15, 1998, school 
boards w ill have to tell every 
teacher in their districts whether 
his or her contract w ill be ex
tended. I f  it is not, board mem
bers w ill have to see that the 
teachers get a plan o f assistance 
to ’help improve his or her teach
ing. Each year, on March 15, 
school boards are required to give 
teachers renewal or nonrenewal 
notices. Plans are required for any 
teacher not renewed.

It was noted that standards un
der which teachers can be dis
missed have not changed. It was 
also noted that the real value o f 
Senate Bill 880 is that it forces 
administrators and school boards 
to review annually how teachers 
and principals are doing on im
proving student performance.

In Morrow County, any such

review has to be based on full sta- 
tistics-not on half truths. As other 
schools upgrade, do we really 
want 35 percent o f south Morrow 
and 60 percent o f north Morrow 
students to fail to receive the Cer
tificates o f  Mastery which is be
coming necessary to get a fam
ily-wage job? As stated in the 
Oregonian, this is what the Or
egon Dept, o f  Education predicts 
for our future, based on our last 
state assessment scores, i f  no 
changes are made.

Incomplete statistics and wish
ful thinking won’ t help here. The 
tenure law applies to administra
tors also whose job performance 
needs review.

(s) M eg Murray 
lone
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l he Oregon Wheat Commission 
w ill hold a regular meeting on 
Wednesday, December 3, in the 
Hawthorne Room o f the Double 
Tree/Lloyd Center Hotel at 1000 
NE Multnomah, Portland, 
Oregon, at 1 p.m.
The Oregon Wheat Commission 

complies with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (A D A ). 
The A D A  prohibits 

scnmination against persons

with disabilities. Anyone who 
would like to participate in these 
meetings, but who needs special 
accommodations, is asked to 
contact the Oregon Wheat 
Commission office 48 hours in 
advance at (503) 229-6665 or 
TDD  (503) 986-4762.

The commission meeting is 
open to the public and anyone 
wishing to attend is encouraged 
and welcome to do so.
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10 am to 3 pm
Fair Pav-ilioa - 

Heppner,
Lunch sarvad by 

Soroptlmlsts

D o o r  P r i z o s  *

Child I Aetlvliy- 
Corner

Holiday gif ta &  era.

•3 .0 0  t i n n m , t o w a rd « You tin 
goKoJ ■ rwH ip<

Sponsored by Columbia Basin Electric Co op

FIXUP  
PAINT UP

WINTERIZE 
Get Ready

for the
HOLIDAYS
Coast to Coast

WE CAN H E L P  YOU «74-9MJ

Where others saw a small town, 
we see the big picture.

Small towns have their own 

special values. Like the 

importance of close friends.
And putting service before profits. 

Being from a small town ourselves, 

we at Klamath First understand 

these values very well. In fact,

w e ’ve helped people in our home 
town realize their dreams for 

more than 60 years.

And now, while other
institutions are 

treating small towns 
like small potatoes —

drastically reducing and eliminating 
services — we’ve opened 33 offices 

in srmill towns across the slate.
So come get acquainted with

Klamath First Federal.

Klamath Together, we can make

st Federal big things happen.

W e ’d be honored.

M em ber K D IC  - Kqual H ousing l-eniler
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CHRISTMAS PUNCH

for shopping with us

$1400 in Gift Certificates 
GIVEN AWAY!

$700 GRAND PRIZE

5 - $25 Gift Certificate 
Winners Each Week!

Pick up 
your punch 

card today at 
participating businesses

Grand Prize Drawing 
December 29th

Participating Merchants
Pick up punch cards at participating merchants, 

get “punched” while you shop.
Deposit filled cards at any participating store. 

Drawing each Monday for 5 -S25 gift certificates 
All cards are eligible for Grand Prize Drawing on 

Monday, December 29, 1997

ALL ENTRIES ELIGIBLE 
FOR $700 GRAND PRIZE!

Gardner’s Men’s Wear 
Coast to Coast 

Les Schwab Tires 
Peterson’s Jewelers 
Yaw’s Restaurant 

Lott’s Electric 
Shoe Box

Central Red Apple Market 
Green Feed & Seed 

Pettyjohn's 
MCGG

Bucknum’s Tavern 
Court Street Market 

Murray Drugs/Country Rose
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