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Dr. Bitsas resigns

Morrow County Health District
and Pioneer Memorial Hospital
administrator Kevin Erich has
announced that Dr. Bill Bitsas
resigned from his position as
physician at the hospital and

Pioneer Memorial Clinic as of

Friday, Apnl 11.

Erich said that other providers
will care for Bitsas's patient load
"to make for a smooth
transition”,

Dr. Bitsas told the Gazette-
lmes Tuesday that
"disagreements have arisen and
discussions deteriorated" over
such 1ssues as '"appropriate

scheduling" to allow him
adequate time to care for patients
and time off.

Dr. Bitsas, who began working
for the health district Sept. 1, had
a three-year agreement with the
district.

"I'd like to work it out," said
Dr. Bitsas. "I would really hke to
stay here. 1 would be glad to
figure out some agreement to
continue to practice here."

"I'm not planning on moving,"
he said, adding that if conflicts
cannot be resolved he planned to
look at temporary assignments
which would allow him to
continue to live in Heppner.

Free vaccine
clinic planned

Free tetanus and diphtheria
vaccines will be available for
adults as well as children during
a free 1mmunization clinic
planned by the Morrow County
Health Department this month

Clinics will be held in lone on
Wednesday, April 23, from 3-6
pm. and 1n Heppner on
Thursday, April 24, from noon-6
p.m.

Chinics are also planned 1n
Irrigon on Monday, Apnl 21,
from 1-6 p.m. and in Boardman
Tuesday, April 22, from noon- 6
p.m

School superintendent undergoes surgery

A major renovation
Morrow County School District ~ district principals. which has been over-pressurized, underway at the Morrow |
Superintendent  Chuck  Starr -heard a performance by the if necessary during incineration Fairgrounds in Heppr
lone choir accompanied by atthe Umatlla Army Depot I'he renovator ESPEC

underwent surgery Monday to
remove a cancerous rectal tumor,
it was announced at the school
board meeting that evening in
lone

Administrative secretary Juhe
Ashbeck told the assembly that
after chemotherapy, the tumor
was "significantly smaller and
movable". She said that Starr was
expected to spend seven to 10
days in the hospital and four to

teacher Ron Neighorn;
-approved a second reading of
the driver education policy and a
resolution accepting AC.
Houghton and Columbia Middle
School remodeling and additions,
with  additional  discussion
concerning  problems  with
carpeting at A.C. Houghton
Elementary School.
-accepted March 11 election

-discussed addition of two new
sports activities for 1997-1998-
girls' JV softball at HHS for
Heppner and lone students and
soccer at Riverside. Cost would
be around $8.100 for the softball
program and $7,900 for the
soccer program, but no school
district funds would be
expended.
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The team raised the balance of
$400; from Harold Teters for
$200 work of art supplies to the
Riverside High School art
program.

-approved a field tnp request
for seventh and eighth grade
students to travel to the Oregon
Coast May 16-18 to study marine
ecosystems

-heard reports on the bond
issue projects by Bob Baker, a
list of classified and confidential
employees for May action,
academic excellence reports from

19 votes for Heppner-Lexington
Position 4, but does not live in
the attendance area. Mark
Rietmann, who received five
votes, does live in that area and
qualifies for that position.

-approved low bid on fixed
asset inventory from Valuation
Resource  Management for
$6,500;

-discussed purchase of two
buses which would be used to
transport students for evacuation
from the North Campus and from
Boardman Schools to A.C.
Houghton Elementary School,

erage. Applications can be picked
up at HHS, and are due by Wed-
nesday, April 30,
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across the upper back side of the
bleacher structure

bridge and increased
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media chairman, says that
Kinzua has been a main
contributor to the project. The St
Patrick's motocross and team
roping events also raised funds
for the grandstands project, she
said

Ihe group is encouraging the
city and local organizations to
plan activities to make the 75th
anmversary of the Morrow
County Rodeo a "huge
celebration’




